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Today’s world is very different to that of the ‘golden age’ of ecumenism, soon a5er World
War II, when churches and their theologians around the world embraced the idea of
ecumenism with drive and enthusiasm. In those fraught times, unity appeared as an
existential, post-traumatic necessity, and it was sought in the genuine spirit of post-war
humility. Our current times, once again, compel us to do the same. With various emerging
divisive borderlines in modern societies and the weight of a new ongoing cold war, tensions
have increased to perilous levels, even giving rise to an internecine war in Europe, while the
situation in the Middle East becomes ever more precarious. This is why, in the face of today’s
conflicts and divisions, we are called on once again to make ecumenism a priority for all
religious denominations worldwide. The concept guiding the papers in this Special Issue is a
renewed focus on new potential paradigms, or indeed old models worth revisiting, that
would ensure a more fruitful and dynamic ecumenical fellowship for the future. Therefore,
this Special Issue has sought to explore novel models of perceiving or conceiving
ecumenism, from historical to contemporary examples, from theological to ecclesiological
or pastoral designs, and from spirituality to methodology. The materials included here come
from a variety of Christian traditions – though mostly from the Orthodox context – and
create a hopeful picture for the future, bringing new and creative perspectives in support of a
fundamental, inescapable ecumenical core of Christian theology.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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