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Mathematics is publishing a Special Issue to honor Prof. Sally McClean on the occasion of
her semi-retirement and in recognition of her important research contributions. Sally Ida
McClean was born in Belfast and received her first degree, an M.A. in Mathematics, from the
University of Oxford in 1970. She earned an M.Sc. in Mathematical Statistics and Operations
Research from Cardiff University in 1972, and completed her Ph.D. in 1976 at Ulster University
at Coleraine. Her contribution to mathematical modeling in healthcare planning is
enormous, and, in particular, her studies on improving the wellbeing of the elderly are greatly
respected amongst her peers. She is currently a Professor of Mathematics at Ulster
University. Her main research interests are in Stochastic Modeling and Optimization for
Healthcare Planning and Computer Science. Stochastic processes are some of the most
important tools in many areas of science, such as biology, operational research, the social
sciences, stochastic finance, etc. Important characteristics in these areas evolve with time in
a relatively random way, and since stochastic processes are mainly sequences or families of
random variables, in which their index represents time, they are the natural tool to use. The
theory and applications of stochastic processes emerged in the genesis of one of the richest
ones, that is, Brownian motion. This was rather unexpected since Brownian motion is a
beautiful object which is at the same time a martingale, a Gaussian process, a diffusion, a
Levy process, a Markov process, etc.—concepts that were discovered quite latter in the
evolution of time.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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