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Preface

Among various human activities, worshiping is the one that has brought the greatest

transformations to their living environments, being it for their deceased ancestors through folk beliefs

or holy divinities in institutionalized religions. In traditional East Asian settlements, the center of

a village was often a clan shrine, and to honor Gods and Buddhas, mountains were carved, and

cities reshaped. The religious histories of East Asia are rich and complicated, intertwined with local

cultures, engaged with global events, and have created worship spaces that have become a significant

part of the world heritage in the built environments.

Articles in this volume represent new scholarships on East Asian worshiping space in various

areas and from many different religious backgrounds. Architecture is a comprehensive expression of,

and the most visible contributor to, the identity of a place, religious, cultural, and regional, deeply

rooted in a specific historicity and locality. The subject’s focus on the space for worship allows authors

to investigate a sacred site from both Buddhist and Daoist religious backgrounds, analyze a folk

cult again the ancestor worship tradition in a Confucian society, and search for common spirituality

shared between Buddhism and Christianity. The focus on worshiping space also allows authors

to choose a wide range of scales, perspectives, disciplinary lenses, and methodological approaches

for their topic. Space for worship can be physical, including architecture, the formal, structural,

functional, and ritual aspects associated with it, and representational, literary, social, conceptual, and

psychological. Included in this collection are discussions on an entire system of sacred mountains

as well as a single building, a detailed visual analysis of a cave as well as the spreading of a

vernacular cult traced mainly through literary sources, formal study illustrated with professional

survey drawings as well as comparative research using anthropological field method. Together, this

anthology features case studies on the space for worship in East Asia with both broadness and depth.

For the convenience of the readers, the twenty-one articles are grouped into five thematic

sections, each with four or five chapters. The first section is titled “Space for Worship and Political

Rituality,” focusing on the ritual aspects of the worshiping space in East Asia. In this section,

Huizhong Bin’s article explores the dual-axis worship space in the Buddhist monastery Huayansi

as a result of the Liao dynasty’s domestic governance and diplomatic policy of the 10th to 11th

centuries; Zhu Xu’s article analyzes the relationship between the transformation of Buddhist temples’

peripheral corridors into symmetrical image halls in the 7th to 11th centuries and the religious, ritual,

and political shifts from the Sui-Tang to the Song periods; the article by Siqi Tang and Huasong Mao

explores the history and development of the Zhenshan mountain system and its relationship to the

power structure embedded in the Confucian rites; and Weiqiao Wang’s article compares the dining

spaces between Buddhist and Cistercian monasteries and uncovers the sacred ritual dimensions in

routine monastic lives.

The second part is titled “The Symbolic Design in Worshiping Space”, highlighting the design

aspects of the space for worship. In this part, the article by Nan Wang, Zhuonan Wang and Hongyu

Zheng analyzes not only the plan, section, and elevation drawings but also the dimensions of the

statues in the Yingxian pagoda and argues for a holistic design method in sacred buildings based

on the traditional East Asian philosophy and symbolism about the square and circle geometries; the

article by Yu Ding, Yuqing Cai and Jie Liu offers a groundbreaking study on the design and structure

of the single-bay Buddhist temples in northeastern Fujian, an architectural type that has long evaded

the attention of academic scholarship; Xuan Chen’s article explores the shared motifs in the ceiling

design of the stone tombs in Northeast Asia against the historical backgrounds of the diffusion of
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Buddhist and Daoist beliefs in the 1st to 7th centuries; and Muping Bao’s article traces the spread

of Tibetan Buddhism in the Mongolian regions through the study of the origins and development of

spatial formation in the Erdene Zuu Monastery.

The third section is titled “The Evolvement of Religious Sites and the Dynamic Urban Space”,

focusing on the planning aspects of where the space for worship impacted the urban scale. In

this section, the article by Hui Song, Qingwen Meng, and Chenyang Wang explores the impacts

worshiping space had played in the formation and evolvement of Xi’an city’s urban fabric during

the Song to Qing dynasties using a modern analytical method (KDE); the article by Yan Zhou, Hong

Jiang, Tianyang Lu, and Xinjie Shen analyzes the relationships between the spatial distribution of

pagodas in Myanmar’s Mrauk-U city and the urban structure using the GIS platform, highlighting

the role worshiping space had played in the shaping of human settlements; the article by Rui Li and

Jiang Feng demonstrates the merging of Buddhism, Daoism, and Confucianism in Chan practice with

the architectural case of the Changshou Monastery garden in Canton from the Qing dynasty; and the

article by Zhouzi Ge and Yongqin Guo investigates the spreading of the Linji School Chan Buddhism

in the 10th to 11th centuries and its spatial-temporal relationship to the power center of the Northern

Song court.

The fourth part is titled “Visuality and Imagination in the Space for Worship”, highlighting

the psychological aspects of the worshiping space. In this section, the article by Weiqiao Wang

and Aibin Yan offers a spatial analysis of a Mogao cave in Dunhuang that integrates the design,

construction, and use phases and explores the relationship between body, scale, and architecture;

Bo Sun’s article investigates the Fowan rock carvings of the Dazu Grottoes, revealing the historical

contexts behind their subject changes and formal designs; the article by Zhenru Zhou and Luke Li

provides a visual analysis of the Pure Land paintings in Mogao Cave 172 and argues that strategies

of spatial presentation in both the painting and architectural space help to create a transformative

experience of utopian imagination; Jie Zhou’s article explores the secularization of religious space

from the Tang dynasty to the Song periods through a detailed analysis of changes in themes and

patronage of the Dazu carvings; and Yifeng Xie’s article compares the visual experiences in pagodas

and the ge-pavilions, arguing that the latter accommodate a more powerful worshiping space due to

its perspectival richness and flexibility.

The last section is titled “Locality and the Folk Cults”, showcasing space for worship tied to

specific regions and locations. In this section, the article by Zhaoquan He and Xiaorong Meng

contextualizes the origin, patronage, and development of the Wang Lingguan cult in the Daoist folk

ritual system of the Ming-Qing period; the article by Shuaiqi Zhang and Hongyu Sun explores the

spread of Lord Yan cult in Jiangxi and Hubei in the Ming-Qing era, highlighting its connection with

the local power structure in the social milieu of migration, cross-regional economic activities, and

governmental participation; the article by Jinghua Huang, Chujing Yang, and Si Chen provides a

case study of the natural landscape and space in western Yunnan reshaped by mythologies tied to

specific local environments; the article by Gege Yu, Haoge Gan, and Yongqin Guo explores the roles

Buddhism and Daoism played in fengshui practice of the Song dynasty, offering a theoretical context

for the generation of meaning and symbolism in a given location.

The contributing authors are from diversified academic backgrounds, producing a colorful

anthology of fresh angles, new perspectives, and innovative approaches. We thank all contributors

for their excellent work and willingness to share research through such a venue. Thanks to all

external manuscript reviewers and the editorial board members for their selfless support and for

safeguarding academic quality and vigor. Thanks to Violet Li, Candice Nie, Jaya Liu, Gloria Qi,

Heather Liang, and Wohler Huang for their time and expertise during various stages of this volume’s

x



development. Special thanks to Managing Editor Kiki Zhang for her excellent work and steadfast

support throughout the entire publication process. We hope readers find in this volume both valuable

information and inspiring discoveries on the space for worship in East Asia.

Shuishan Yu and Aibin Yan

Guest Editors
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