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This Special Issue revisits Joyce Michel’s influential 1959 essay on music's relationship to
other arts, extending its transdisciplinary spirit into new historical and cultural contexts. It
explores how music interacts with literature, visual art, theater, cinema, dance, and
philosophy—not simply as aesthetic parallels but as deeply entangled modes of expression.
The volume pays special attention to Eastern European and Soviet contexts, highlighting
how music—particularly Russian rock and avant-garde composition—served as a site of
resistance and innovation under ideological constraints. It examines unofficial or semi-
sanctioned musical production, such as musica clandestina, alongside the work of dissident
composers and hybrid artists who blurred genre boundaries. Also featured are underground
journalists and zine culture, which helped shape alternative musical publics. Together, the
contributions emphasize music’s role as a dynamic cultural force, especially when
articulated through and against political regimes. Drawing from multiple disciplines, this
volume affirms music’s enduring capacity to generate meaning in dialogue with other art
forms, offering new insights into its multifaceted role in 20th-century and post-Soviet artistic
landscapes.
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Publishing Open Access Books & Series

MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange ofideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access - high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

6 Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All

authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus

@7 Authors and editors profit from MDPI's over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication

@ MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

@ High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Biicher (VLB).

LE_I Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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