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The aim of this reprint is to immerse the reader in the latest scholarly advancements at the
intersections between sustainability science and various land-related sciences (e.g., land
system science, landscape ecology, natural resource management, geography, public
administration, etc.); furthermore, it aims to illustrate how these fragmented research
intersections form a coherent research field with a unique niche for producing actionable
sustainability knowledge. The featured contributions cover diverse topics such as farmland
protection, farmland use efficiency, the spatial justice of urban green spaces, landscape
ecological security, agro-farmland sustainability, sustainability dynamics of rural land
systems, challenges amid coupled urban growth and shrinkage, changing paradigms of
sustainable urban fringe systems, spatial governance of rural-urban systems, and the under-
researched governance of marine space. These seemingly distinct topics fall into four
complementary land-based governance levers (i.e., rebuilding capital stocks, redirecting
interaction flows, reforming governance architectures, and re-/co-piloting sustainability
transitions) for advancing weak/strong sustainability from the local to the global scale. Each
study offers either empirical evidence or theoretical insight—often both—that collectively
reveals how land is not just a passive substrate but a powerful governance toolbox that
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange ofideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access - high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

6 Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All

authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus

@7 Authors and editors profit from MDPI's over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication

@ MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

@ High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Biicher (VLB).
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