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50 Years of Immunization - Steps Forward” is a compelling volume that chronicles the
evolution, achievements, and future directions of one of the most impactful public health
initiatives in history—the Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI).

Launched in 1974, EPI aimed to ensure equitable access to life-saving vaccines for every
child, regardless of location or socioeconomic status. Over five decades, this global effort
has significantly expanded vaccine coverage, reduced childhood mortality, and evolved into
the Essential Programme on Immunization, now encompassing vaccines across the life
course—including for adolescents and adults.

This Special Issue of the journal Vaccines brings together over 25 articles authored by global
experts and public health leaders. It features historical reflections, current analyses, and
forward-looking perspectives, spanning global reviews, regional overviews, country case
studies, and contributions from low- and middle-income countries. Readers will gain insights
into how EPI has driven innovations in vaccine supply chains, digital technologies, safety
surveillance, and delivery models. It also highlights the programme’s integration with
broader health agendas, advancing disease control, equity, and universal health coverage.
Published to mark EPIs 50th anniversary in 2024, this volume is both a celebration of
progress and a call to action—inviting global stakeholders to reflect, learn, and shape the
future of immunization.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange ofideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access - high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

6 Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All

authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.
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@7 Authors and editors profit from MDPI's over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication

@ MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

@ High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
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