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In the late twentieth century, political and cultural activism increasingly tackled identity-
based forms of structural inequality. During the cultural debates of the 1980s and early ’90s,
identity politics became a major arena for critical and intellectual inquiry and was
increasingly the focus of creative endeavor. In the decades that followed, new discourses
considered the construction and maintenance of rigidly defined identities—pondering
whether the markers of belongingness (related to gender, sexuality, ethnicity, race, and
nationhood) have become too fixed and exclusionary. The increasingly prevalent notion that
identity discourses (o:en concerned with histories of coloniality, genocide, racism,
nationalism, and gender and sexuality-based antagonisms) have become siloed, tribal, and
engaged in so-called ‘purity politics’ has led to divisive but generative conversations. 

Within this larger conversation, contemporary art and visual culture have emerged as crucial
sites for interrogating the ideological construction of identity and difference in
representation. This methodologically diverse collection brings together a range of voices
that ponder the complexities of belongingness as envisioned in contemporary art and visual
culture. This lively interdisciplinary discussion explores how the visual can foster
intersectionality as a self-critical praxis while destabilizing fixed notions of identity.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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