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Epiphytic plants are vital components of tropical and subtropical forests, contributing
significantly to biodiversity, ecosystem function, and structural complexity. Despite their
importance, they remain understudied and face increasing threats from environmental
change. This Special Issue, entitled “Epiphytic Plants: Perspective on Their Diversity,
Distribution, Systematics and Conservation in the Changing Environment’, is a compilation
of nine articles, whose authors deepen our understanding of the divergent roles of epiphytes,
i.e., plants that germinate and root non-parasitically on other plants, primarily on trees.
These are a conspicuous and integral component of tropical forest ecosystems in relation to
local and regional plant diversity, especially in the Neotropics. Roughly 10% of all vascular
plants in the world are epiphytes, which are distributed in about 900 genera and 80 families.
However, 85% of the more than 27,600 species recorded globally belong to only five
taxonomic groups—Araceae, Bromeliaceae, Orchidaceae, Peperomia, and Pteridophytes.
Vascular epiphytes fulfill diverse ecological functions in tropical ecosystems, such as the
accumulation of water and nutrients, in addition to amplifying biodiversity by providing
microhabitats and food to different taxa (e.g., invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and
mammals). Due to their dependence on host trees and atmospheric water sources,
epiphytes are considered one of the most endangered plant groups. Landscape
fragmentation and forest degradation resulting from human activity are among the major
threats to their survival.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange ofideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access - high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

6 Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All

authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus

@7 Authors and editors profit from MDPI's over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication

@ MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

@ High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
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