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This Special Issue explores how language policies—both explicit and implicit—are negotiated
and enacted within multilingual families. At its core is an inquiry into how families cope with
complex linguistic environments, balancing the maintenance of heritage languages with the
pressures and practicalities of integrating into dominant societal language contexts. The
contributions illuminate the challenging decisions parents face: whether to preserve their
home languages across generations or prioritize a more socially or economically
advantageous language. Equally significant is the role of children as active agents in shaping
language use at home. Rather than being passive recipients of parental language strategies,
children often influence which languages are spoken, how consistently they are used, and in
what contexts. This dynamic highlights the interactive and evolving nature of family language
policy. Central to the discussions in this Special Issue are the emotional, cultural, and
identity-related dimensions of language practices. Language is not only a means of
communication but also a vessel of memory, belonging, and personal meaning. The studies
presented offer a nuanced view of how family language choices are deeply intertwined with
feelings of attachment, cultural continuity, and identity negotiation. By bringing together
diverse perspectives and case studies from global contexts, this Special Issue provides a
richer understanding of the lived realities of multilingual families and the complex
dimensions of language policy in everyday life.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange ofideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access - high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

6 Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All

authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus

@7 Authors and editors profit from MDPI's over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication

@ MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

@ High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Biicher (VLB).
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MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
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