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For thousands of years, continuing into our contemporary world, concerns about war and
peace have been of great significance for most religions and religious cultures, whose
essentialized and applied contextualized formulations have often been diverse and
contradictory. These have involved internal and external disputes, divisions, and major
changes regarding doctrine, institutional structure, rituals, and ways of living. Scholarly
articles in this Reprint focus on how religious cultures have interpreted the nature of war—
rejecting it outright, promoting it, and/or accepting some forms of it, as in religious just war
theory—and their related approaches to war and peace. Articles in this volume focus on how
religious cultures have interpreted peace, related inner peace and outer peace, and
approached the idea of peace as the transcendence of the world of conflict and war,
separating it from and/or relating it to peace as action-oriented worldly (self-)transformation
—as in religious views that there is no peace without justice. Scholars in this Reprint, in their
approaches to issues of war and peace, focus on clarifying what is meant by religious culture
and whether there is such a clear concept as religious culture that can be distinguished from
nonreligious culture, or whether there are only many contextualized religious cultures. In
doing so, the articles emphasize a specific religious culture, several comparative religious
cultures, and/or universal features of religious culture as related to war and peace. This
Reprint is of the greatest significance for understanding contemporary crises and the future
of humankind.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange ofideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access - high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

6 Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All

authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus

@7 Authors and editors profit from MDPI's over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication

@ MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

@ High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Biicher (VLB).
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MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
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