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What we call here the ‘Marrano phenomenon’ is still a relatively unexplored fact of modern
Western culture: the presence of the borderline Jewish identity which avoids clear-cut
cultural and religious attribution, but nevertheless exerts significant influence on modern
humanities. Our aim, however, is not a historical study of the Marranos (or conversos), i.e., the

mostly Spanish and Portguese Jews of the 15th and 16th centuries, who were forced to
convert to Christianity, but were suspected of retaining their Judaism ‘undercover’: such an
approach already exists and has been developed within the field of historical research. We
rather want to apply the ‘Marrano metaphor’ to explore the fruitful area of mixture and
crossover which allowed modern thinkers, writers, and artists of the Jewish origin to enter
the realm of universal communication—without, at the same time, making them relinquish
their Jewishness, which they subsequently developed as a ‘hidden tradition’. What is of
special interest to us is the modern development of the non-normative forms of religious
thinking located on the borderline between Christianity and Judaism, from Spinoza to
Derrida.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.

MDPI AG
Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel
Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
www.mdpi.com/books
books@mdpi.com


	The Marrano Phenomenon

