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Modern information communication technology eradicates barriers of geographic distances,
making the world globally interdependent, but this spatial globalization has not eliminated
cultural fragmentation. The Two Cultures of C.P. Snow (that of science–technology and that
of humanities) are dri5ing apart even faster than before, and they themselves crumble into
increasingly specialized domains. Disintegrated knowledge has become subservient to the
competition in technological and economic race leading in the direction chosen not by the
reason, intellect, and shared value-based judgement, but rather by the whims of autocratic
leaders or fashion controlled by marketers for the purposes of political or economic
dominance. If we want to restore the authority of our best available knowledge and
democratic values in guiding humanity, first we have to reintegrate scattered domains of
human knowledge and values and offer an evolving and diverse vision of common reality
unified by sound methodology. This collection of articles responds to the call from the
journal Philosophies to build a new, networked world of knowledge with domain specialists
from different disciplines interacting and connecting with other knowledge-and-values-
producing and knowledge-and-values-consuming communities in an inclusive, extended,
contemporary natural–philosophic manner. In this process of synthesis, scientific and
philosophical investigations enrich each other—with sciences informing philosophies about
the best current knowledge of the world, both natural and human-made—while
philosophies scrutinize the ontological, epistemological, and methodological foundations of
sciences, providing scientists with questions and conceptual analyses. This is all directed at
extending and deepening our existing comprehension of the world, including ourselves,
both as humans and as societies, and humankind.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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