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Current efforts to limit the ravages of schistosomiasis are pushing the world closer to
eliminating a chronic infection that has been associated with human life in the tropics since
time immemorial. This notwithstanding, the disease remains a scourge for large populations
in sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, and Southeast Asia, and the main part of this book is
made up by papers dealing with its current distribution, discussing ways and means to
establish and implement improved control approaches. While chemotherapy limits the
symptoms caused by schistosomiasis, the number of infected people will not decrease until
the parasite's life cycle is interrupted. To that end, some papers focus on the intermediate
snail host, which is notoriously difficult to control, while others discuss human hygiene and
sanitation. The latter approach not only prevents infection through avoiding people being
infected from the snail, but more importantly, also stops people infecting the snail by leaving
contagious feces and urine in nature. With morbidity reduced by chemotherapy, the
immediate target now is the interruption of transmission to be achieved by new tools, such
as the novel chemotherapies, improved diagnostics (for humans, animals, and snails), and
vaccines discussed in several of the papers. As made clear in this book, a complex infection
requires new tools as well as work on many fronts, above all; however, a clear idea is needed
as to how to skillfully combine the tools available and sustain implemented control
activities.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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