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Ranaviruses and other viruses within the family Iridoviridae, infect a wide range of
ecologically and commercially important ectothermic vertebrates, i.e, bony fish,
amphibians, and reptiles, and invertebrates, including agricultural and medical pests and
cultured shrimp and crayfish, and are responsible for considerable morbidity and mortality.
Understanding the impact of these various agents on diverse host species requires the
combined efforts of ecologists, veterinarians, pathologists, comparative immunologists and
molecular virologists. Unfortunately, investigators involved in these studies often work in
discipline-specific silos that preclude interaction with others whose insights and approaches
are required to comprehensively address problems related to ranavirus/iridovirus disease.
Our intent here is to breakdown these silos and provide a forum where diverse researchers
with a common interest in ranavirus/iridovirus biology can profitably interact. As a colleague
once quipped, “Three people make a genius.” We are hoping to do something along those
lines by presenting a collection of research articles dealing with issues of anti-viral immunity,
identification of a potentially novel viral genus exemplified by erythrocytic necrosis virus,
viral inhibition of innate immunity, identification of novel hosts for lymphocystivirus and
invertebrate iridoviruses, and modelling studies of ranavirus transmission. Collectively these
and others will exemplify the breadth of ongoing studies focused on this virus family.
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Publishing Open Access Books & Series

MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange ofideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access - high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

6 Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All

authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus

@7 Authors and editors profit from MDPI's over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication

@ MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

@ High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Biicher (VLB).

LE_I Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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