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The sustainable governance of water resources relies on processes of multi-stakeholder
collaborations and interactions that facilitate knowledge co-creation and social learning.
Governance systems are o en fragmented, forming a barrier to adequately addressing the
myriad of challenges affecting water resources, including climate change, increased
urbanized populations, and pollution. Transitions towards sustainable water governance will
likely require innovative learning partnerships between public, private, and civil society
stakeholders. It is essential that such partnerships involve vertical and horizontal
communication of ideas and knowledge, and an enabling and democratic environment
characterized by informal and open discourse. There is increasing interest in learning-based
transitions. Thus far, much scholarly thinking and, to a lesser degree, empirical research has
gone into understanding the potential impact of social learning on multi-stakeholder
settings. The question of whether such learning can be supported by forms of serious
gaming has hardly been asked. This Special Issue critically explores the potential of serious
games to support multi-stakeholder social learning and collaborations in the context of
water governance. Serious games may involve simulations of real-world events and
processes and are challenge players to solve contemporary societal problems; they,
therefore, have a purpose beyond entertainment. They offer a largely untapped potential to
support social learning and collaboration by facilitating access to and the exchange of
knowledge and information, enhancing stakeholder interactions, empowering a wider
audience to participate in decision making, and providing opportunities to test and analyze
the outcomes of policies and management solutions. Little is known about how game-based
approaches can be used in the context of collaborative water governance to maximize their
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.

MDPI AG
St. Alban-Anlage 66
4052 Basel
Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
www.mdpi.com/books
books@mdpi.com


	Understanding Game-based Approaches for Improving Sustainable Water Governance

