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Offering a wide range of scholarly perspectives, Religions in Shakespeare’s Writings explores
Shakespeare’s depictions, throughout his canon, of various religions and matters related to
them. This collection’s fifteen essays explore matters pertaining to Catholic, Anglican, and
Puritan Christianity, the Albigensian heresy of the high middle ages, Islam, Judaism, Roman
religion, different manifestations of religious paganism, and even the “religion of
Shakespeare” practiced by Shakespeare’s nineteenth-century admirers. These essays
analyze how Shakespeare depicts both tensions between religions and the syntheses of
different religious expressions on topics as diverse as Shakespeare’s varied portrayals of the
afterlife, religious experience in Measure for Measure, and Black natural law and The
Tempest. This collection also explores the political ramifications of religion within
Shakespeare’s works, as well as Shakespeare’s multifaceted uses of the Bible. Additionally,
while this collection does not present a Shakespeare whose particular religious beliefs can
definitely be known or are displayed uniformly throughout his canon, various essays
consider to what extent Shakespeare’s individual works demonstrate a Christian
foundation. Contributors include John D. Cox, Cyndia Susan Clegg, Grace Tiffany, Matthew J.
Smith, Bethany C. Besteman, Sarah Skwire, Feisal Mohamed, Benedict J. Whalen, Benjamin
Lockerd, Bryan Adams Hampton, Debra Johanyak, John E. Curran, Emily E. Stelzer, David V.
Urban, and Julia Reinhard Lupton.
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Publishing Open Access Books & Series

MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange ofideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access - high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

6 Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All

authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus

@7 Authors and editors profit from MDPI's over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication

@ MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

@ High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Biicher (VLB).

LE_I Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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