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Rare kidney diseases comprise a large group of different life-threatening or chronically
debilitating disorders that affect very small numbers of people (<1 in 2000 individuals in
Europe and <200,000 in USA) with local or systemic manifestations. For several years, the
research and development of treatments in this field have been neglected in favor of more
common diseases. The main reasons for the lack of interest in rare kidney diseases seem to
be the small numbers of patients and limited epidemiological data on the natural history of
many of these diseases. Rare diseases can affect people differently. Even patients with the
same condition can exhibit very different signs and symptoms, or there may be many
subtypes of the same condition. This diversity constitutes a significant challenge to
healthcare practitioners and scientists alike, in terms of being able to acquire sufficient
experience for the most appropriate and timely definition, diagnosis, and management.
Fortunately, in the last ten years, concerted efforts have led to a marked improvement in the
understanding of these disorders. In particular, an important step forward has been taken
with the employment of innovative technologies (including next-generation sequencing), in
order to replace obsolete phenotypic classifications and to discover new useful diagnostic
biomarkers. These new tools are, in fact, becoming part of routine clinical practice,
increasing diagnostic accuracy and facilitating genetic counseling. Moreover, biomedical
research, providing insights into the pathologies of these rare diseases and elucidating their
underlying mechanisms, is revealing new therapeutic avenues and driving the industry to
develop safer and more effective orphan drugs. Finally, in this field, it is desirable that, in the
future, the crosstalk between basic scientists and clinicians could achieve a great clinical
benefit by improving the quality of life of these patients as well. This Special Issue welcomes
scientific contributions and critical reviews describing new pathogenetic insights, reporting
novel and specific disease biomarkers, and underlying new pharmacological targets or
therapies for rare diseases of the kidney and urinary tract.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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