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Improved understanding of the cellular and molecular makeup of tumors in the last 30
years has unraveled a previously unexpected level of heterogeneity among tumor cells as
well as within the tumor microenvironment. The concept of tumor heterogeneity underlines
the realization that different tumors can display significant differences in their genomic
content as well as in their overall behavior. Our capacity to better understand the
heterogeneous make up of tumors has very important consequences on our ability to
design efficient therapeutic strategies to improve patient survival. This book highlights
several aspects of tumor heterogeneity in the context of metastatic development and
summarize some of the challenges posed by heterogeneity for tumor diagnostics and
therapeutic management of tumors.
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