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Israelite religions have always fascinated scholars. Initial studies used the Bible as their main
source of information and attempted to read it critically in order to learn about the religion
of ancient Israel. With the advent of modern research in the Near East, more and more
information on other Ancient Near Eastern religions was accumulated and initially used to
illuminate Israelite religious practices as described in the Bible, but gradually led to
challenging some of the accepted truisms. The new information was collected mainly
through archaeological excavations, and archaeology had gradually become a major player
in the study of ancient Israelite religion(s) and religious practices. The massive amount of
information on the various subthemes related to Israelite religions, the shi5ing trends in
scholarship, the multiplicity of approaches, and the interdisciplinary nature of the field
means that no single scholar can master all the data today. Indeed, there is currently no
comprehensive and updated book that covers all or even most aspects pertaining to
Israelite religion(s). This volume is a partial attempt to fill some of this lacuna. The volume
includes a number of broad, summarizing studies, presenting readers with the up-to-date
state of the research on a number of important issues, from Solomon’s temple to broader
studies of the loci of cultic activity in ancient Israel through to analysis of the difference
between the “official” and “popular” expression of religion, the place of women in Israelite
cult(s), similarities and differences between the religious practices in Israel and Judah and
those of other Iron Age religions, and the religion of some of Israel’s neighbors to the role of
zooarchaeology in the study of religion, ancient Israelite festivals, and more.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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