
Special Issue Reprint

For God and Country

www.mdpi.com/books/reprint/3478

Edited by
Peter C. Mentzel

ISBN 978-3-03943-905-8 (Hardback)
ISBN 978-3-03943-906-5 (PDF)

Religion and nationalism are both powerful and important markers of individual identity, but
the relationship between the two has been a source of considerable debate. Much, if not
most, of the early work done in Nationalism Studies has been based, at least implicitly, on
the idea that religion, as a genealogical carrier of identity, was displaced with the advent of
secular modernity, which was caused by nationalism. Or, to put it another way, national
identity, and its ideological manifestation nationalism, filled the void le  in people’s self-
identification as religion retreated in the face of modernity. Since at least the late 1990s, this
view has been increasingly challenged by scholars trying to account for the apparent
persistence of religious identities. Perhaps even more interestingly, scholars of both religion
and nationalism have noted that these two kinds of self-identification, while sometimes
being tense, as the earlier models explained, are also frequently coexistent or even mutually
supportive. This collection of essays explores the current thinking about the relationship
between religion and nationalism from a variety of perspectives, using a number of different
case studies. What all these approaches have in common is their interest in complicating our
understandings of nationalism as a primarily secular phenomenon by bringing religion back
into the discussion.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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