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This special collection assembles some of the most pre-eminent scholars in the field in
African, African American, and American Studies to explore the ways writers reclaim the
Black female body in African American literature using the theoretical, social, cultural, and
religious frameworks of spirituality and religion. Central to these discussions is Black
women’s agency within these realms—their uncanny ability to invent and reinvent
themselves within individual and communal spaces that frame them as both outsider and
insider, unworthy and worthy, deviant and sacred, excess and minimal. Scholars have sought
to discuss these tensions, acknowledged and affirmed in prose, poetry, music, essays,
speeches, written plays, or short stories. Forgiveness, healing, redemption, and reclamation
provide entry into these vibrant explorations of self-discovery, passion, and self-creation that
interrogate traditional views of what is spiritual and what is religious. Discussed writers
include Toni Morrison, Phillis Wheatley, James Baldwin, Tina McElroy Ansa, Toni Cade
Bambara, and Thomas Dorsey.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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