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Intimate partner violence (IPV), defined as physical, sexual, emotional, and economic abuse
and controlling behaviors inflicted within intimate partner relationships, is a global crisis
that extends beyond national and sociocultural boundaries, affecting people of all ages,
religions, ethnicities, and economic backgrounds. Though studies exist that seek to explain
how people become trapped within violent relationships and what factors facilitate survival,
escape and safety, this book provides fresh insights into this complex and multifaceted issue.
People o7en ask of women in abusive relationships “why does she stay?” Critics suggest that
this question carries implicit notions of victim blame and fails to hold to account the
perpetrators of abuse. The studies described in this book, however, explore the question
from the perspectives of survivors and represent a shi7 away from individual pathology to an
approach based on the recognition of structural oppression, agency and resilience.
Comprising eight chapters, new theoretical frameworks for the analysis of IPV are provided
to guide practitioners and policy makers in improving services for vulnerable people in
abusive relationships, and a range of studies into the experiences of a diverse range of
survivors, including mothers in Portugal, women who experienced child marriage in Uganda,
and refugees in the United States of America, generate findings which elucidate perspectives
from marginalised and under-researched groups.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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