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On a global scale, urbanization and climate change are two powerful forces that
are reshaping ecosystems and their inhabitants. The scale and manner in which these
two phenomena are changing the globe may differ, but any orchestrated response to one
cannot be very effective without due consideration to the other. For all intents and purposes,
anthropogenic response and adaptation are localized, disconnected, and single-purposed
for various reasons including economic, social, political, and scientiﬁc. Thus, there remains
a lack of understanding of how the holistic “sum” of these two forces can be assessed. This
is not surprising, nor a criticism, but a simple fact that is difﬁcult to manage. Researching
the impacts of these two phenomena individually will likely only provide short-term
results that are only marginally effective.
In many respects, urban hydrology is often framed in terms of increases in imperviousness, increases in peak ﬂowrates, volumes and risk of ﬂooding, increases in contamination,
reduction to groundwater recharge, management via the end-of-pipe infrastructure, etc.
Climate change impacts are often viewed in terms of changes to fundamental urban
hydrological input parameters: changes to precipitation intensity, peaks, total volumes,
frequency, duration [1], inter-event period length, minimum and maximum temperatures,
and therefore, changes to response, planning and disaster mitigation (ﬂooding or droughts).
Stormwater management (i.e., our response to urban hydrology), has evolved over the last
several decades to observe the need for sustainability–an often overly used term to convey
anything “environmentally-conscious”; but here it is used to recognize that the needs of
future generations are pivotal in its deﬁnition; and therefore, planning for a future that
incorporates climate change is an integral part of all sustainable stormwater management.
In urban hydrology, a technology that has been embraced in the name of sustainability
is the Low Impact Development technology or LID. LID technology is designed to bring
the post-development hydrograph back to its pre-developed state as much as possible.
Thus, treatment involves reducing peak ﬂowrates, prolonging timing and in many of
these technologies, reducing and potentially eliminating contaminants arising in urban
areas. Furthermore, urban water management aims to improve system resiliency and
sustainability given that the principle of stationarity may be invalid under urbanization
and climate change. An increasing role for LID in future planning that mitigates the effects
of urbanization and climate change by impacting the fundamental hydrological parameters
noted above, is apparent in this special issue of Water.
While at ﬁrst glance the submissions to this special issue may seem disparate, they are
however, all intimately connected to urban hydrology and most importantly, they span
the wide range of scales of observation and consequences of urban hydrology. From the
near microscopic scale [2] to meter scale [3,4] to km scale [5–8], this special issue effectively
brings awareness and attention to the range of scales at which these phenomena manifest,
and the responses that are necessary if societies are to truly become resilient. Spatial scale is
not the only variant—temporal scales also vary across the study of urbanization and climate
1
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change impacts. Although often receiving less attention in observation and modelling than
does spatial scaling, temporal scaling is no less important in truly sustainable responses.
In Zhao and Zhu [2], the authors provide a highly focused look at the leaching behaviours of zinc, lead, copper, and chromium; four highly problematic contaminating
metals in urban runoff that are expected to increase in the future. The examination is
focused on permeable pavements—a very popular and nearly pervasive LID in many parts
of the globe. The authors found that while several ﬁne-scale chemical, mechanical and
physical processes within the pavement gave rise to their observations, they observed that
in several instances, leaching concentrations changed with contact time (depending on the
metal in question). This suggests that depending on the permeable pavement design, longer
inter-event periods arising from climate change may lead to less incidents of ﬂushing, and
may in turn, lead to variability in metal contamination in stormwater at the end of the
system. This can have adverse consequences for future planning and management.
At a slightly larger scale, outside the laboratory, but still focusing on LID technologies,
Li et al. [4] examined the LID technology of bioretention cells for the curbside treatment
of stormwater quantity and quality. Speciﬁcally looking at roadside bio-retention (RBR)
facilities, the authors wanted to assess the inﬂuence of several fundamental assumptions involved in the design, and in particular, the importance of inlet hydraulics and
how the spatial distribution of inﬂow along the RBR inﬂuence overall runoff control
performance—something the authors note is rarely considered in LID modeling. The
scale of focus here is from cm to meters, and this study included a very well written and
concise literature on how RBR’s function, and the corresponding research in the lab, ﬁeld,
and mathematical modelling. The important insight gained in their research include the
fact that the effective length of an RBR, which depends upon the inﬂow rate as well as
the perforation arrangement of the inﬂow distribution pipe, has an effect on the overall
runoff control performance. In fact, the authors found that no matter how well an RBR
is designed, the inlet dictated overall runoff control performance. Again, this can have
serious consequences for future planning in stormwater management.
At a larger scale, but still focusing on LID technologies, Mahmoodzadeh et al. [3]
examined green roofs as a means for affecting the energy budget of school buildings
across a variety of North American climates and cities. Using a popular energy modelling
software, the authors evaluated the relevance of green roof vegetation characteristics (such
as leaf albedo, for example) on the roof’s ability to maintain or improve the insulative value
of the school building. This was done for four different climate areas spanning a range
of temperatures and humidity levels. The authors found that even with the simplifying
assumptions arising from the model, in climates where vegetation is active (outside of
winter seasons where vegetation is in senescence), leaf area index had a major inﬂuence on
cooling load reduction in all four cities. While optimal vegetation characteristics could be
determined with the model, they were certainly climate dependent. The study highlighted
the fact that increasing vegetation biomass in urban areas can help to reduce aspects of
the heat island effect, and the role of vegetation in LID may become more pronounced as
climate change impacts amplify.
Expanding the spatial scale even further, two articles ([5,7]) looked at locating LIDs in
urban areas by creating a new approach to identify optimal locations for LIDs. Kaykhosravi et al. [7] presented a highly novel approach on how to incorporate LID in planning
through a useable, simple, but rigorous index for determining the optimal location of an
LID. The authors proposed a geospatial, physically-based framework integrated with a
multi-criteria decision-making model that considered both environmental and socioeconomic factors. The LID Demand Index, or LIDDI, was able to effectively determine the
optimal locations for LID demand across a large Canadian city (Toronto, Canada) to help
reduce the risk of ﬂooding and at the same time, provide the socioeconomic and environmental beneﬁts of LID. This incredible new tool allows decision-makers to conduct future
land-use planning quickly and holistically, in order to make landscape and infrastructure
planning under a changing climate more resilient and effective.
2
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At the municipal city scale, Kaykhosravi et al. [5] provided an examination of how
climate change and urbanization combine to increase the risk of ﬂooding in urban areas
and how the demand for the stormwater mitigating beneﬁts of LIDs will improve or change
under these changing conditions. This seminal work shows conclusively using a variety of
scenarios for both urbanization and climate change, that demand for LIDs will increase
and how; and most importantly, shows how the demand varies depending on the climate,
and of course, the nature of the increase in urbanization and urban form.
Further increasing the spatial scale is an examination of the impacts of climate and
land-use on bacterial concentrations in stormwater. Xu, et al. [6] looked at the relationship
between observations of fecal coliform concentrations in urban stormwater runoff from
the lower Vancouver Island region in Canada. The work demonstrated a clear relationship historically between increases in fecal coliform (FC) concentrations and minimum
temperatures (positive), antecedent dry period (positive), and higher urban area proportions (positive,) and with negative relationships to precipitation volumes. Using data
driven modelling techniques, the study demonstrated that increasing urbanization leads
to increases in FC but that conversely to other studies, longer periods of drier weather
will likely lead to an increase in bacterial loadings from urban watersheds. Longer, drier
periods with increasing daily temperature minimums may lead to higher growth in FC
levels. Precipitation that normally dilutes and washes-off bacteria loadings and tends to
reduce FC observations in stormwater may be altered. If future climate change scenarios
suggest a combination of longer, drier inter-event periods with changes to precipitation
volumes at the same time, urban regions may see increases in FC levels in stormwater
in the future.
At the largest spatial scale in this special issue of Water, Mohanavelu et al. [8] used
statistics on a large database of point-scale well observations to examine the inﬂuence of
both climate change and urbanization on groundwater levels from several cities in India.
Recognizing that large aquifers are the predominant water source for many urban areas
in India, the authors undertook to determine the signal in dropping groundwater levels
arising from both climate and the rapid urbanization being experienced across the country.
The authors found that non-stationarity was observed across seasons suggesting water
levels are related to land use changes (in turn related to increasing urbanization) and,
potentially, climate variability. The authors carefully noted that historical, irreversible
aquifer depletion caused by a high rate of pumping over a long time could have rendered
the effects of climate variability and land use changes as negligible. Less interdependence
between seasonality (based on monsoon) and groundwater levels was observed, which
might have been caused by the impact of climate variability on groundwater recharge.
The research suggests that rainfall–groundwater level relationships have been seriously
affected across all the studied cities and possibly due to reductions in monsoon rainfall,
which may have resulted from climate change.
Overall, this special issue of Water was very successful in highlighting the need for
incorporating both urbanization and climate change in tandem in future planning, future
research, and problem-solving, at all the relevant spatial and temporal scales.
Author Contributions: C.V. drafted the initial version, J.H. and K.S.K. revised and edited the ﬁnal
version. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.
Funding: This research received no external funding.
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Abstract: The leaching behaviors of four heavy metals (Zn, Pb, Cu and Cr) from unbounded municipal
solid waste incineration-bottom ash aggregate (MSWI-BAA) and permeable asphalt (PA) mixture
containing MSWI-BAA were investigated in the laboratory. The horizontal vibration extraction
procedure (HVEP) test and a simulated leaching experiment were conducted on MSWI-BAA with three
particle sizes, but only the simulated leaching experiment was carried out on a type of PA specimen
(PAC-13) with and without these MSWI-BAAs. Leaching data were analyzed to investigate the
leaching characteristics, identify the factors aﬀecting leaching and assess the impact on the surrounding
environment. Results indicated that the leaching process was comprehensively inﬂuenced by contact
time, leaching metal species and MSWI-BAA particle size, regardless of MSWI-BAA alone or used in
PAC-13 mixture. The leaching concentrations of Cr, Zn and Pb from MSWI-BAA in HVEP testing was
strongly related to MSWI-BAA particle size. The use of MSWI-BAA in PAC-13 mixture did not change
the basic tendency of heavy metal leaching, but it led to an increase of Cr and Zn in leachate overall.
The leachate from the MSWI-BAA and PAC-13 mixture with MSWI-BAA was shown to be safe for
irrigation and would have very little negative impact on surrounding surface and underground
water quality.
Keywords: permeable asphalt; heavy metal; leaching behavior; MSWI-BAA; stormwater

1. Introduction
Incineration with energy recovery is recommended as a preferred option for dealing with municipal
solid waste (MSW) to eﬀectively reduce the original waste volume and mass by approximately 90%
and 70%, respectively, and generate electricity and heat [1–3]. However, a considerable amount of
residual material is still generated after the incineration process: typically MSW incineration ﬂy ash
(MSWI-FA) and MSW incineration bottom ash (MSWI-BA) [4,5]. MSWI-BA accounts for nearly 80%
of the total residual by mass and is complex, consisting of combustion residue and non-combustible
constituents of the waste feed [6–8]. In Europe and Asia, MSWI-BA is often classiﬁed as non-hazardous
waste [9]. For this reason, MSWI-BA is commonly discarded in landﬁlls.
In 2017, 84.63 million tons of MSW were treated by incineration in China, accounting for nearly
39% of the total mass [10], which produced approximately 20.31 million tons of MSWI-BA. It is reported
that the amount of MSWI-BA generated is expected to exceed 28 million tons by 2020 according to the
National Thirteenth Five-Year Plan of China [11,12]. If all these MSWI-BAs are to be disposed of in
landﬁll sites; around 12.73 million m3 of landﬁll space (calculated by the density of 2.20 g/cm3 [13,14])
will be needed. Therefore, MSWI-BA treatment has been a tremendous challenge to most Chinese
cities with high population densities and limited land resources.
Traditionally, landﬁlling is regarded as the most convenient and inexpensive approach for disposal
of MSWI-BA. However, it results in signiﬁcant environmental problems. Studies indicate that MSWI-BA

Water 2019, 11, 2186; doi:10.3390/w11102186
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contains various heavy metals such as zinc (Zn), lead (Pb), copper (Cu) and chromium (Cr), which are
present in high concentrations [3,15,16]. The leaching of these metals from MSWI-BA when exposed
to rainwater can seriously contaminate the surrounding sensitive recipients, including soil, surface
and sub-surface water bodies [5,17,18]. Environmental safety, thus, has become a great concern for
MSWI-BA management.
The recycling of MSWI-BA as road construction material, especially considering the reduction
of natural aggregate usage, is recommended as an important management option and has gained
worldwide attention. Numerous studies were conducted on the physicochemical and engineering
properties of MSWI-BA. It is concluded that MSWI-BAA made by fresh MSWI-BA after being pretreated,
has a good particle size distribution and similar properties to natural aggregate and is suitable to be
used in asphalt mixtures and cement concrete [4,5,9,13,14,19,20]. Some studies have consequently
used MSWI-BAA to partially replace natural aggregate in asphalt mixtures. It is reported that the
substitution of MSWI-BAA with coarse and ﬁne natural aggregates in traditional, dense hot-mix asphalt
(HMA) can meet the technical requirements, but the characteristics of being lightweight, and having a
smaller speciﬁc weight, compared to natural aggregate, must be seriously considered [14,21,22]. It is,
therefore, suggested that MSWI-BAA is more suitable for use in low-traﬃc-volume roads [23].
Rapid urbanization coupled with climate change is placing increasing pressures on urban
stormwater management [24]. The increase in impervious surfaces with asphalted roads and rooftops
signiﬁcantly increases stormwater volumes and peak ﬂowrate, while also decreasing stormwater quality
and impeding groundwater recharge [25–27]. Permeable asphalt (PA) pavement is a popular and
practical, low-impact development (LID) technology that serves as an ideal alternative to conventional
low-traﬃc-volume pavement because it can help to address the issues stated above by providing in situ
restoration of the urban hydrological cycle and reducing the need for traditional stormwater facilities [28].
PA pavement consists of various layers with porous materials, which not only allow stormwater
to inﬁltrate into the ground, unlike conventional asphalt pavement, but can also simultaneously
remove pollutants (e.g., total suspended solids (TSS) and heavy metals) from stormwater runoﬀ on site,
thus raising their value as a LID option in current urban development [25,29–31]. As the PA mixture
(the surface material of the PA pavement) requires relatively low strength compared to conventional
dense asphalt mixtures, researchers have explored the feasibility of recycling MSWI-BA aggregate
(MSWI-BAA) in PA mix designs. The results are encouraging, indicating that PA mixtures containing
MSWI-BAA have better performance than those without, and the replacement ratio can be up to
80% [23].
On the other hand, the potential environmental impacts associated with the use of MSWI-BAA in
asphalt mixtures are of great concern [21,32–34]. Results indicate that the leaching concentrations of
heavy metals (e.g., Pb, Zn, Cu, Cr and Cd) from HMAs containing MSWI-BAA are signiﬁcantly reduced
compared to unbounded MSWI-BAA. It has been concluded that there is very little environmental risk
for substituting MSWI-BAA for natural aggregate in dense asphalt mixtures. Previous investigations
have provided valuable information for the leaching characteristics of heavy metals from dense asphalt
mixtures containing MSWI-BAA; however, there are few studies focusing on PA mixtures containing
MSWI-BAA. High voids in PA mixtures provide beneﬁts for stormwater management in urban areas,
but it can also lead to an increase in contact between the PA material and the inﬁltrated stormwater
during wet weather.
To encourage the utilization of MSWI-BAA in PA mixtures, investigating the leaching behavior of
unbounded MSWI-BAA and within PA mixtures to identify environmental consequences is warranted.
The objectives of this study are to investigate and compare the heavy metal leaching of unbounded
MSWI-BAA and PA mixtures containing both the coarse and ﬁne MSWI-BAAs at optimal replacement
ratios. In this study, heavy metals present in MSWI-BAAs with three particle sizes (0.075–2.36 mm,
2.36–4.75 mm and 4.75–9.5 mm) were identiﬁed based on X-ray Fluorescence (XRF) tests. The leaching
behaviors of heavy metals in MSWI-BAA with three particle sizes were investigated with HVEP tests
and simulation experiments. The leaching behaviors of PA mixtures containing these MSWI-BAAs
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were examined by simulation experiments. The diﬀerence in leaching behavior between unbounded
MSWI-BAA and PA with MSWI-BAA were compared and analyzed. The leaching data were also
compared to limit values in Chinese standards for surface water, subsurface water and irrigation water,
to assess the environmental risk for the utilization of MSWI-BAA in PA mixtures.
2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Materials
2.1.1. MSWI-BAA
The MSWI-BAA used in this study was made by the MSWI-BA collected from a waste-to-energy
facility located in Nanjing City, China. After the incineration process, fresh MSWI-BA was
water-quenched immediately and air-dried for 7 days, and then delivered to the lab. The received
MSWI-BA was naturally weathered in the lab for another 90 days for potential hydration and
stabilization prior to pretreatment. The processes used for MSWI-BA pretreatment included impurity
removal, magnetic separation, crushing and sieving. Three MSWI-BAA sizes were prepared:
0.075–2.36 mm, 2.36–4.75 mm and 4.75–9.5 mm. It should be noted that both sampling and preparation
were carried out in accordance with Chinese standards of HJ/T 20-1998, HJ/T 298-2007 and JTG
E42-2005 [35–37].
To identify the main species and contents of heavy metals in MSWI-BAAs of diﬀerent sizes, XRF
was utilized. Three groups of MSWI-BAA samples were oven dried at 105 ◦ C until a constant mass
was obtained, and then the samples were milled into powder (<0.075 mm). After that, these powder
samples were separately packed in sealable polypropylene bags prior to further testing. The weight
percentages of all the elements above detection limit are shown in Table 1. It can be noted that Zn,
Cu, Cr and Pb are present in relatively high levels in these three MSWI-BAA samples, accounting for
approximately 0.7–2.2% of the total mass. Thus, these four metals were selected as the tracer metals for
the leaching tests in this study.
Table 1. XRF analysis results of MSWI-BAA samples.
MSWI-BAA (% by Weight)
Element
Ca
Si
Al
Cl
Fe
S
Mg
P
Ti
K
Na
Zn
Cu
Cr
Pb
Sr
Ba
Total

0.075–2.36 mm

2.36–4.75 mm

4.75–9.5 mm

51.55
12.85
6.94
4.78
5.92
4.49
2.26
2.66
1.98
2.16
1.59
1.32
0.22
0.17
0.19
0.12
0.60
99.80

44.56
17.27
8.65
4.88
5.65
3.49
2.44
3.90
1.65
2.46
2.14
1.92
0.12
0.13
0.03
0.08
0.41
99.78

43.97
19.60
8.82
5.67
4.77
3.61
2.61
2.23
1.63
2.53
3.22
0.48
0.10
0.10
0.03
0.04
0.44
99.85

2.1.2. PAC-13 Mixture Containing MSWI-BAA
A type of PA mixture with a maximum aggregate size of 13.2 mm, PAC-13 mixture, was designed
in accordance with the Technical Speciﬁcation for Permeable Asphalt Pavement (CJJ/T 190-2012) [38].
7
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To focus on the realistic leaching behavior of PAC-13 containing MSWI-BAA on site, PAC-13 mixtures
used in this study were designed with the same aggregate graduation and air void content (20%),
as shown in Figure 1. Three sizes of MSWI-BAA (0.075–2.36 mm, 2.36–4.75 mm and 4.75–9.5 mm) were
separately used as partial replacements of the same aggregate size in the PAC-13 mixture with optimal
replacement ratios of 30%, 20% and 30% (by aggregate weight). Thus, four types of PAC-13 specimens,
including three PAC-13 specimens containing MSWI-BA and one specimen without (control), were used
in this study. The optimal replacement ratio of MSWI-BAA for each mixture was determined to satisfy
the technical requirements for PAC-13 mixtures.

Figure 1. Aggregate gradation of PAC-13 mixture.

All the PAC-13 specimens were compacted by a Marshall hammer with 50 blows per side at 170 ◦ C,
according to Method T0702 [39]. Each specimen was prepared in a 101.6 mm diameter mold with
height 63.5 ± 1.3 mm. The optimum asphalt contents of 5.4%, 5.1%, 5.7% and 4.9% were separately used
for three PAC-13 specimens containing MSWI-BAA with particle sizes of 0.075–2.36 mm, 2.36–4.75 mm
and 4.75–9.5 mm, and one specimen without MSWI-BAA. It should be noted that all the materials
utilized for preparing these specimens satisﬁed the technical requirements of CJJ/T 190-2012 [38].
2.2. Methods
2.2.1. Leaching Test of MSWI-BAA
To assess the environmental risk resulting from the possible release of heavy metals (Zn, Pb, Cu
and Cr) from MSWI-BAA in unbounded form, the standard test and a simulated leaching experiment
were conducted in the lab.
The HVEP test (as shown in Figure 2) was conducted in accordance with the Chinese standard (HJ
557-2009) [40] to evaluate the potential maximum leaching toxicity of heavy metals from unbounded
MSWI-BAA when exposed to stormwater. For preparing the liquid waste sample, 100 g of MSWI-BAA
sample was set with 1 L distilled water in a ﬂask after passing through a 3 mm sieve. The mixture
sample was vibrated with frequency of 110 times/min and amplitude of 40 mm for 8 h, and then rested
at room temperature (20 ◦ C) for 16 h. The liquid extracted was then separated from the solid phase by
ﬁltration through a 0.45 μm glass ﬁber ﬁlter and then stored in the refrigerator at 4 ◦ C before digestion.
A total of three MSWI-BAA samples and one blank were tested.
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(a)

(b)

Figure 2. HVEP test in this study: (a) Liquid waste samples; (b) the horizontal-vibration machine.

The simulated leaching experiment was designed to assess the realistic leaching of heavy metals
from unbounded MSWI-BAA exposed to stormwater over a long period of time. The simulated
experiment was continued for 28 days. Although the pH level is suggested as one of the main factors
inﬂuencing MSWI-BA’s leaching behavior [17], distilled water with an initial pH value of 6.8 was
used here to simulate the stormwater. The liquid/solid (L/S) ratio of 10:1 was chosen based on results
from [41] and the HVEP test method. For each experimental sample, 100 g of MSWI-BAA was mixed
with 1 L of synthetic stormwater in a capped ﬂask. Timing commenced immediately after application
of the synthetic stormwater. At each sampling event, 10 mL of leachate was collected from a ﬂask using
a pipette, dispensed into a polypropylene sample bottle, and then 3 mL of nitric acid was added to the
sample to keep it stable. Samples were stored in the refrigerator at 4 ◦ C until further analyses. It should
be noted that the ﬁrst leachate sample was collected immediately after the application of synthetic
stormwater to the MSWI-BAA sample. Herein, a total of three MSWI-BAA samples with diﬀerent sizes
were used and 14 sampling events were conducted during the experiment for each sample.
2.2.2. Simulated Leaching Experiment of PAC-13 Mixture Containing MSWI-BAA
The experimental procedure for the PAC-13 mixtures containing MSWI-BAA was the same as that
for the unbounded MSWI-BAA. Four PA specimens were used, as shown in Figure 3: (1) PAC-13 with
30% MSWI-BAA of 0.075–2.36 mm; (2) PAC-13 with 20% MSWI-BAA of 2.36–4.75 mm; (3) PAC-13 with
30% MSWI-BAA of 4.75–9.5 mm; and (4) PAC-13 without MSWI-BAA. For each PA specimen, a total of
14 sampling events were conducted during the experiment.

Figure 3. PAC-13 specimens with and without a municipal solid waste incineration-bottom ash
aggregate (MSWI-BAA) used in the simulated leaching experiment.
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2.2.3. Sample Determination and Data Analysis
After the leaching tests, all of the leachate samples were ﬁrst digested by a microwave digestion
procedure. The total concentrations of Zn, Cu, Cr and Pb in leachates were then determined by
inductively coupled plasma-mass spectrometry (ICP-MS).
For data analysis, Microsoft Excel® and SPSS® were used to conduct a variety of tests on the data
to identify the diﬀerence of leaching characteristics and determine the factors aﬀecting heavy metal
leaching. The two-factor analysis of variance (ANOVA) was conducted on the data from the HVEP
test while the one-factor ANOVA was conducted on the data from simulated experiments. Linear
regression was also used to determine if linear relationships were likely.
3. Results
3.1. HVEP Results
Table 2 presents the leaching concentrations of heavy metals Zn, Cu, Cr and Pb from unbounded
MSWI-BAA samples with three particle sizes obtained through the HVEP test. For all MSWI-BAA
samples, the leaching concentration of Cr was the highest, followed by Cu, Zn and Pb. The leaching
concentration of Cr from MSWI-BAA with particle size of 4.75–9.5 mm was the highest, while Pb
leaching from MSWI-BAA of the same particle size was the lowest. For each heavy metal, the leaching
concentration seemed to be related to MSWI-BAA particle size. Moreover, an MSWI-BAA with a larger
particle size was likely to release more Cr and Zn, and an MSWI-BAA with smaller particles was likely
to release more Pb. These results suggest that the heavy metal leaching from unbounded MSWI-BAA
in the HVEP test is a result of the combined eﬀect of both the leaching metal species and MSWI-BAA
particle size.
Table 2. Leaching concentrations of heavy metals from MSWI-BAA by the HVEP test.
Leaching Concentration (μg/L)
Heavy Metal 1
Cr
Cu
Zn
Pb
1.

Limit Value (μg/L)

0.075–2.36
mm

2.36–4.75
mm

4.75–9.5
mm

GB/T 14848
(Class III)

GB 3838
(Class II)

GB 5084

45.64
28.93
4.77
5.35

50.73
20.49
7.04
0.32

106.08
26.88
6.79
0.24

50 (VI) 2
1000
1000
10

50 (VI) 2
1000
1000
10

100 (VI) 2
1000
2000
100

Heavy metal concentration in leachate sample is the total concentration; 2. these limit values are intended for Cr(VI).

3.2. Simulated Leaching Experiment Results
3.2.1. Leaching Process of MSWI-BAA
Figures 4 and 5 present the results of the simulated leaching experiment using unbounded
MSWI-BAA with three diﬀerent particles. As demonstrated in Figure 4, overall, the leaching
concentrations of heavy metals changed over contact time with varying tendencies. Cr and Cu
leaching values showed a ﬂuctuating, increasing trend with contact time, while the others, surprisingly,
did not. During the ﬁrst 10 days, Zn and Pb showed a ﬂuctuating, decreasing trend, and then remained
at a relatively low level. In addition, Cr concentration in leachate increased faster than Cu throughout
the experiment, and it remained the highest level in the second half of the period. This result indicates
that the leaching trend of heavy metal from unbounded MSWI-BAA is mainly dependent on the type
of leaching metal rather than the MSWI-BAA particle size.
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Figure 4. Variation of leaching concentrations of each heavy metal with contact time for MSWI-BAA:
(a) Zn; (b) Pb; (c) Cr; and (d) Cu.

(a)

(b)

(c)

Figure 5. Variation of leaching concentrations of heavy metals with contact time for diﬀerent MSWI-BAA
particle sizes: (a) 0.075–2.36 mm; (b) 2.36–4.75 mm; (c) 4.75–9.5 mm.

Regarding the leaching level of each heavy metal (as shown in Figure 4), the leaching concentration
of Pb and Cu from MSWI-BAA with the smallest particle size (0.075–2.36 mm) generally remained
at the highest level, followed by the particle size of 2.36–4.75 mm and 4.75–9.5 mm. But Cr showed
a diﬀerent pattern. Cr concentration in leachate from MSWI-BAA with 2.36–4.75 mm remained at
the lowest level in the ﬁrst 10 days, but remained at the highest level during the following 17 days.
Moreover, in the experimental period, the highest leaching concentration (90.06 μg/L) was found for
Cr from MSWI-BAA with a particle size of 4.75–9.5 mm at the last sampling event, while the lowest
leaching concentration (0.17 μg/L) was found for Pb from MSWI-BAA of the same particle size at the
last sampling event, which is consistent with the observation in the HVEP test. These results suggest
that the overall level of each heavy metal in leachate seems to be aﬀected by MSWI-BAA particle size,
with the MSWI-BAAs with smaller particles leading to higher levels of leaching of Zn, Pb and Cu.
As shown in Figure 5, for each MSWI-BAA sample, the changes in Zn, Pb, Cr and Cu concentration
in leachate over contact time are similar, but the levels are diﬀerent. In general, the highest level
measured in this experiment was Cr, followed by Cu, Zn and Pb. For the MSWI-BAA of 4.75–9.5 mm,
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a remarkable increase in leaching concentration was observed for Cr, Cu and Zn at the last sampling
event, which means their solid and liquid phase equilibriums may not be attained even after 28 days
in the leaching period. The results from the simulated leaching experiment validate the suggestion
that the leaching of heavy metals from MSWI-BAA is a very slow process, which is comprehensively
inﬂuenced by contact time, the type of heavy metal leaching and MSWI-BAA particle size, under
experimental conditions. With the increasing contact time, the leaching trend is mainly dependent on
the type of leaching metal, while the leaching level is greatly aﬀected by the MSWI-BAA particle size.
3.2.2. Leaching Process of PAC-13 with MSWI-BAA
Figure 6 presents the leaching data of each heavy metal varying with contact time, while Figure 7
shows the leaching data of each PA specimen varying with contact time. Figure 6 shows that the
leaching concentrations of Zn, Pb, Cu and Cr change in a similar manner with contact time regardless
of whether MSWI-BAA is present. Leaching concentrations of Zn, Pb and Cu were stable within a
narrow range between 19.14 and 29.15 μg/L. By contrast, the leaching concentration of Cr increased
with contact time, and increased faster in the last 7 days. With the exception of some sampling points,
Cr and Zn from the control specimen resulted in lower leaching concentrations compared with those
specimens containing MSWI-BAA. This might mean that the use of MSWI-BAA in PAC-13 mixtures
may lead to increased leaching of Cr and Zn, but these results did not seem to suggest that the use of
MSWI-BAA to partially replace a natural aggregate in PAC-13 mixtures can change the basic leaching
trend of heavy metals during the experimental period.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Figure 6. Variation of leaching concentrations of each heavy metal with contact time for PAC-13
specimens with and without MSWI-BAA: (a) Zn; (b) Pb; (c) Cr; and (d) Cu.
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Figure 7. Variation of leaching concentrations of four heavy metals with contact time for PAC-13
specimens with and without MSWI-BAA: (a) PAC-13 without MSWI-BAA; (b) PAC-13 with MSWI-BAA
of 0.075–2.36 mm; (c) PAC-13 with MSWI-BAA of 2.36–4.75 mm; and (d) PAC-13 with MSWI-BAA of
4.75–9.5 mm.

For the three PAC-13 specimens containing MSWI-BAA, the leaching trend of each heavy metal
was similar, regardless of the MSWI-BAA particle size. In general, the leaching of Cu was the most
stable throughout the experiment and the concentration ﬂuctuated in a narrow range between 24.09
and 26.39 μg/L. The leaching concentrations of Pb and Zn showed a ﬂuctuation in a relatively wider
range. However, the leaching concentration of Cr showed an increasing trend with contact time.
These observations indicate that diﬀerent types of heavy metals produce diﬀerent leaching trends and
leaching levels because some heavy metals are aﬀected by particle size.
Figure 7 shows that for all PAC-13 specimens, the leaching trends of Zn, Cu, Cr and Pb are similar.
For the control specimen, Zn, Pb and Cu showed a relatively stable leaching process; however, Cr
showed an increase during the last 7 days. Regarding the mean leaching level, Cu was the highest
(25.77 μg/L), followed by Cr (23.67 μg/L), Pb (22.52 μg/L) and Zn (21.35 μg/L). For PAC-13 containing
MSWI-BAA, the order of mean leaching concentrations of these four heavy metals varied with particle
size used, but the mean leaching level of Cr was the highest in all cases. These results suggest that the
type of heavy metal is an important factor aﬀecting the leaching trends and levels with or without
MSWI-BAA. In addition, the particle size of MSWI-BAA used in the PAC mixture seems to have an
eﬀect on the leaching level of only some heavy metals.
4. Discussion
4.1. Leaching of Heavy Metals from MSWI-BAA by HVEP Test
Results showed that Pb and Zn leaching values were much lower than those of Cu and Cr
in the HVEP test, which indicates that Cr and Cu are easier to extract compared to Pb and Zn.
However, Seniunaite et al. [3] reported relatively higher leaching concentrations for Zn and Pb from
MSWI-BA by the standard method of EN 12457-2. Thus, although the experimental conditions
(e.g., temperature, L/S ratio, leaching time and leachant) were the same in both standard tests, opposite
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results were found. This was possibly due to the diﬀerent heavy metal contents and chemical
compositions of the two MSWI-BA samples used.
The HVEP data also showed that the leaching concentration of each heavy metal varied with
various MSWI-BAA particle sizes (as shown in Table 2). Two-factor ANOVA was conducted on
the leaching data, and the results show a signiﬁcant diﬀerence in leaching concentration among the
four heavy metals (p = 0.011) and no signiﬁcant diﬀerence in leaching concentration among three
MSWI-BAA samples (p = 0.43). This result provides evidence for the suggestion that the type of heavy
metal is the main factor aﬀecting the heavy metal leaching from MSWI-BAA.
Linear regressions were attempted using the leaching data for each heavy metal. The correlation
coeﬃcients between MSWI-BAA particle size and leaching concentrations of Cr, Zn, Pb and Cu are
0.81, 0.66, −0.76 and 0.054, respectively. This means that the leaching of Cr, Zn and Pb are strongly
related to MSWI-BAA particle size. For Cr and Zn, the smaller the MSWI-BAA particle size, the higher
the leaching concentration will be, while the opposite is true for Pb.
4.2. Leaching of Heavy Metals from MSWI-BAA by Simulated Experiment
As diﬀerent leaching behaviors were found for heavy metals from unbounded MSWI-BAAs in the
simulated leaching experiment, the one-factor ANOVA was conducted on the leaching data. Signiﬁcant
diﬀerences in leaching concentration were found among MSWI-BAA samples (p < 0.01, for the three
groups). Combining the results from the HVEP test, it was demonstrated that the leaching trend and
leaching level of heavy metals from unbounded MSWI-BAA was aﬀected by the leaching metal species,
especially in the long term. This is consistent with Saikia et al. [42] who also pointed out the nature of
the host phase is important for heavy metal leachability.
Regarding the leaching process, Zn, Cu and Pb leaching values remained relatively stable in the
second half of the experiment; however, Cr kept increasing with contact time, which is really a slow
process. Although contact time aﬀects the leaching of heavy metals, the time for attaining the solid
and liquid phase equilibrium is related to the metal species leaching. Speciﬁcally, the leaching data of
Cr showed that equilibrium may not be attained even with 28 days of leaching, given the increasing
trend. Haykiri-Acma et al. [43] also reported a similar ﬁnding—that the increase in leaching time led
to enhanced Cr leaching, but the natural rain water they used had an initial pH value of around 5.5,
which is lower than the one used in this study.
The leaching process of these heavy metals is probably due to the dissolution of chemical
constituents in MSWI-BA and the microstructure of MSWI-BA in addition to the type of heavy metal.
It is reported [42–45] that MSWI-BA has various secondary minerals, such as calcium silicate hydrate
gel and ettringite, and can form various surface complexes of hydrous oxides and silicates when it
contacts water. These secondary minerals and surface complexes can be easily dissolved in water
and incorporate metallic ions through chemical and physical processes, including ion exchange,
physical adsorption and chemical adsorption. These physical and chemical processes can be promoted
by MSWI-BA particles due to their porous microstructure and irregular shape with rough surface
texture [44,45]. However, the heavy metals adsorbed on an MSWI-BA surface can release again when
conditions change (e.g., pH value, temperature or contact time). Therefore, the leaching of heavy metals
from MSWI-BAA is a slow and complicated process, showing a ﬂuctuation in leaching concentration
throughout the experiment. Unfortunately, the inﬂuence of the porous microstructure of MSWI-BA on
the leaching could not be fully explained here, due to the lack of scanning electron microscopy (SEM)
analysis on the MSWI-BAA samples before and after the leaching tests.
Not surprisingly, an obvious diﬀerence was found in leaching levels between the HVEP test and
simulated leaching experiments for each heavy metal, as shown in Figure 8. For all MSWI-BAA samples,
most of the Zn concentrations in the simulated experiment were higher than those in the HVEP test,
which is opposite to what was shown for Cr and Cu. However, most of the Pb concentrations in the
simulated leaching experiment were between the highest and lowest leaching levels in the HVEP test.
Although both tests were conducted under the same experimental conditions (e.g., temperature, L/S
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ratio, leachant and initial pH), the objectives were diﬀerent. The HVEP test was actually an accelerated
process to evaluate the maximum toxicity of MSWI-BAA, and the simulated leaching experiment was
used for investigating the leaching under realistic conditions. It is said that diﬀerent types of leaching
tests give diﬀerent results but reﬂect diﬀerent aspects of leaching behavior [42]. Thus, both standard
and simulated methods are important and necessary for better understanding of leaching behavior of
heavy metals from MSWI-BAA.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Figure 8. Leaching concentrations of heavy metals from MSWI-BAA by both the HVEP test and
simulated leaching experiment: (a) Zn; (b) Pb; (c) Cr and (d) Cu.

4.3. Leaching of Heavy Metals from PAC-13 containing MSWI-BAA
The interesting part of the experiment conducted on the PAC-13 specimens is that the leaching
concentrations changed with contact time in some cases, for specimens containing MSWI-BAA.
The outcomes were similar to those data from the control specimen (as shown in Figures 6 and 7).
This might suggest that the leaching of each heavy metal might be governed by the same process,
regardless of whether PAC-13 contains MSWI-BAA or not. Huang et al. [32] reported a similar result
but the specimen they used was a conventional, dense asphalt mixture with diﬀerent percentages of
MSWI-BAA (0, 25, 50, 75 and 100%).
For three PAC-13 specimens containing MSWI-BAA, the leaching concentrations of heavy
metals were aﬀected by their species because signiﬁcant diﬀerences were identiﬁed in leaching
concentrations among three PAC-13 specimens with MSWI-BAAs of 0.075–2.36 mm (p = 0.00033),
2.36–4.75 mm (p = 0.011) and 4.75–9.5 mm (p = 0.022) in the one-factor ANOVA analysis. Signiﬁcant
diﬀerences were also found in leaching concentrations among Zn (p = 0.0013), Cu (p = 0.00016) and Pb
(p = 0.010) in terms of their leaching behaviors, indicating that MSWI-BAA particle size plays a role in
heavy metal leaching when used as substitute material for a natural aggregate in PA mixtures. Tasneem
et al. [34] explained that when MSWI-BAA is combined with a natural aggregate in PA mixtures,
the leaching of heavy metals is not only aﬀected by the type of leaching metal and MSWI-BAA particle
size, but also aﬀected by the combined eﬀect of the PA mixture and MSWI-BAA.
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To further analyze the inﬂuence of an asphalt binder on heavy metal leaching, leaching data from
both the unbounded MSWI-BAA and PAC-13 mixture containing MSWI-BAA were used to create
Figure 9. The leaching values of metals from PAC-13 specimens containing MSWI-BAA showed diﬀerent
patterns from the unbounded MSWI-BAA. Speciﬁcally, the leaching concentrations of Zn and Pb from
PAC-13 with MSWI-BAA were generally higher than those from unbounded MSWI-BAA, and the
leaching process was more stable throughout the experiment. However, the leaching concentrations of
Cr from PAC-13 with MSWI-BAA were generally lower than those from unbounded MSWI-BAA, and it
showed a more slowly increasing process. Moreover, unlike Zn, Pb and Cr, the leaching of Cu from
PAC-13 with MSWI-BAA was stable over time. A similar leaching pattern for Cu and Zn was reported
by Tasneem et al. [34] using HMA, but with diﬀerent contents of MSWI-BAA and for unbounded
MSWI-BAA. Huang et al. [32] also reported a similar ﬁnding for Cr and Cu, but the leaching time
was 10 days, which is shorter. One of the potential reasons for these results is asphalt encapsulation.
The asphalt binder in a mixture forms an immobilizing ﬁlm on the rough surface of MSWI-BAA
particles as a surface cover, which can eﬀectively isolate an MSWI-BAA’s contact with water, thereby
decreasing element mobility [21,42]. The compaction for preparing specimens is also considered an
important factor aﬀecting metal leaching [32]. In addition, the leaching might be chemically varied
due to pyrolysis and the varied polarity of asphalt [34], which needs further study.
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(b)

Cr concentration (μg/L)
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Figure 9. Leaching concentrations of heavy metals from unbounded MSWI-BAAs and PAC-13
specimens containing MSWI-BAAs: (a) Zn; (b) Pb; (c) Cr and (d) Cu.

4.4. Environmental Risk Evaluation
To assess the direct environmental impact of using MSWI-BAA in a PA mixture on surrounding
water and to explore the feasibility of recycling eﬄuent discharging from PA with MSWI-BAA for
irrigation purposes, all leaching data were compared to the regulatory limit values in the Chinese
standards for surface water (GB 3838-2002) [46], subsurface water (GB/T 14848-2017) [47] and irrigation
water (GB 5084-2005) [48].
Table 2 shows the comparison of leaching concentrations from the HVEP test to limit values in
the standards. As shown in this table, all the leaching concentrations of Cr, Cu, Zn and Pb match
the limit values recommended for Class III subsurface water, Class II surface water and irrigation
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water, which means that these leachates can be water sources for drinking, industrial and agricultural
purposes, without considering other requirements. In this sense, these four heavy metals in MSWI-BAA
do not pose a short-term risk of toxicity to surrounding waters when MSWI-BAA is directly exposed
to stormwater for several hours.
Similarly, the leaching concentrations of Cu, Zn and Pb in the simulated experiment were far
below the corresponding limit values listed in Table 2. However, Cr concentrations exceeded the
limit of 50 μg/L for Class III subsurface water and Class II surface water after 17 days of leaching,
which means that these leachates are not suitable for drinking and industrial purposes, but safe for
irrigation. Specially, the highest Cr concentration measured at the last sampling event was almost
1.8 times the limit value, and it would be worse over time due to its increasing tendency. These results
indicate that, although the leaching of Zn, Pb and Cu from MSWI-BAA over a long period of time has
little direct eﬀect on surrounding water quality, the leaching of Cr should be of great concern.
For PAC-13 containing MSWI-BAA, all Zn and Cu concentrations were below the limit values
listed in Table 2. All Pb concentrations exceeded the limit of 10 μg/L for Class III subsurface water
and Class II surface water, but were below the limit for irrigation water. Cr concentrations were
below the limit values for Class III, Class II and irrigation water, except for the last sampling point.
These results indicate that these leachates cannot be the water source for drinking and industrial
purposes, but they are safe for irrigation. However, similarly to unbounded MSWI-BAA, the leaching
of Cr from PAC-13 containing MSWI-BAA should of great concern. In addition, the leaching of Pb
should be given substantial attention due to the extremely high Pb concentration in leachate from
PAC-13 with MSWI-BAA.
5. Conclusions
This study investigated and compared leaching behaviors for four heavy metals (Zn, Pb, Cu and
Cr) from unbounded MSWI-BAA and PAC-13 mixtures containing MSWI-BAA. The HVEP test and
simulated leaching experiments were conducted on MSWI-BAAs of three particle sizes (0.075–2.36 mm,
2.36–4.75 mm and 4.75–9.5 mm), but only the simulated leaching experiment was conducted on PAC-13
mixtures with and without MSWI-BAA. Leaching data were also compared to the regulatory limit
values to evaluate the toxicity of leachate.
The HVEP data from unbounded MSWI-BAA showed that the type of leaching heavy metal directly
aﬀected the leaching. MSWI-BAA particle size was proven to have very good linear relationships with
the leaching concentrations of Cr, Zn and Pb, which indicates that the leaching levels of Cr, Zn and Pb
are strongly correlated to MSWI-BAA particle size.
Regarding the simulated leaching experiment for unbounded MSWI-BAA, the leaching
concentrations of four heavy metals showed diﬀerent trends over contact time. Increase in leaching
time led to regular increases in Cr and Cu and regular decreases in Pb and Zn, indicating that contact
time is another factor aﬀecting heavy metal leaching.
For the PAC-13 mixture with MSWI-BAA, in general, the leaching concentration of Cu remained
stable over time, Pb and Zn concentrations showed a small ﬂuctuation and Cr showed a continuously
increasing trend throughout the experiment. Similar tendencies in leaching concentrations over the
contact time were also observed for the control mixture. This indicates that the presence of MSWI-BAA
in a PAC-13 mixture does not necessarily change the basic tendency of heavy metal leaching over time,
but it is able to lead to an increase in Cr and Zn in leachate overall.
The Cr and Cu concentrations in leachate from PAC-13 containing MSWI-BAA showed an overall
decrease compared with unbounded MSWI-BAA, which suggests that the encapsulation of MSWI-BAA
particles by asphalt binder is eﬀective for reducing Cr and Cu concentrations in leachates.
All leaching data indicate that the leaching process of heavy metals was comprehensively
inﬂuenced by contact time, the metal species leaching and MSWI-BAA particle size whether MSWI-BAA
is used alone or mixed with a natural aggregate in PAC-13 mixtures. According to the results
of environmental risk assessment, both unbounded MSWI-BAA and PAC-13 mixtures containing
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MSWI-BAA have very little negative impact on surrounding surface and subsurface water quality,
and the leachate is safe for irrigation. But the leaching of Cr and Pb should be monitored and mitigated.
Author Contributions: In this study, author Y.Z. designed the permeable asphalt mixture and the simulated
leaching experiment; author Y.-T.Z. performed the experiments and analyzed the data; author Y.Z. wrote and
edited this paper; author Y.Z. was responsible for the funding acquisition.
Funding: This research was funded by The National Science Foundation of the Jiangsu Higher Education
Institutions of China, grant number 17KJB580007; The Natural Science Foundation of Jiangsu Province, China,
grant number BK20170933; The Research and Development Programs of Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural
Development of the People’s Republic of China, grant number 2018-K9-074, 2019-K-160.
Acknowledgments: The authors would like to thank Yu Hu and Cheng-Mao Xu for their assitance in the
laboratory experiment.
Conﬂicts of Interest: The authors declare no conﬂict of interest.

References
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.

Ji, Z.; Pei, Y. Geopolymers produced from drinking water treatment residue and bottom ash for the
immobilization of heavy metals. Chemosphere 2019, 225, 579–587. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Hjelmar, O. Disposal strategies for municipal solid waste incineration residues. J. Hazard. Mater. 1996, 47,
345–368. [CrossRef]
Seniunaite, J.; Vasarevicius, S. Leaching of copper, lead and zinc from municipal solid waste incineration
bottom ash. Energy Procedia 2017, 113, 442–449. [CrossRef]
Gao, X.; Yuan, B.; Yu, Q.L.; Brouwers, H.J.H. Characterization and application of municipal solid waste
incineration (MSWI) bottom ash and waste granite powder in alkali activated slag. J. Clean. Prod. 2017, 164,
410–419. [CrossRef]
Tang, P.; Florea, M.V.A.; Spiesz, P.; Brouwers, H.J.H. Characteristics and application potential of municipal
solid waste incineration (MSWI) bottom ashes from two waste-to-energy plants. Constr. Build. Mater. 2015,
83, 77–94. [CrossRef]
Department for Environment Food and Rural Aﬀairs of UK. Incineration of Municipal Solid Waste. 2013.
Available online: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/ﬁle/221036/pb13889-incineration-municipal-waste.pdf (accessed on 17 July 2019).
Brück, F.; Fröhlich, C.; Mansfeldt, T.; Weigand, H. A fast and simple method to monitor carbonation of MSWI
bottom ash under static and dynamic conditions. Waste Manag. 2018, 78, 588–594. [CrossRef]
Zekkos, D.; Kabalan, M.; Syal, S.M.; Hambright, M.; Sahadewa, A. Geotechnical characterization of a
municipal solid waste incineration ash from a Michigan monoﬁll. Waste Manag. 2013, 33, 1442–1450.
[CrossRef]
Margallo, M.; Taddei, M.B.M.; Hernández-Pellón, A.; Aldaco, R.; Irabien, A. Environmental sustainability
assessment of the management of municipal solid waste incineration residues: A review of the current
situation. Clean Technol. Environ. Policy 2015, 17, 1333–1353. [CrossRef]
National Statistical Bureau of the People’s Republic of China. Chinese Statistical Yearbook-2018; China Statistics
Press: Beijing, China, 2018.
National Bureau of Statistics and Ministry of Ecology and Environment of the People’s Republic of China.
China’s Environmental Statistic Yearbook-2018; China Statistics Press: Beijing, China, 2019.
National Development and Reform Commission and Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development
of the People’s Republic of China. National Thirteenth Five-Year Plan for the Municipal Solid Waste
Harmless Treatment Facilities Development. Available online: http://www.ndrc.gov.cn/zcfb/zcfbtz/201701/
W020170122611891359020.pdf (accessed on 14 February 2018).
An, J.; Golestani, B.; Nam, B.H.; Lee, J.L. Sustainable utilization of MSWI bottom ash as road construction
materials, part I: Physical and mechanical evaluation. Airﬁeld Highw. Pavements 2015, 9, 225–235. [CrossRef]
Kim, J.; Tasneem, K.; Nam, B.H. Material characterization of municipal solid waste incinerator (MSWI) ash
as road construction material. Pavement Perform. Monit. Model. Manag. 2014, 100–108. [CrossRef]
Sorlini, S.; Collivignarelli, M.C.; Abba, A. Leaching behaviour of municipal solid waste incineration bottom
ash: From granular material to monolithic concrete. Waste Manag. Res. 2017, 35, 978–990. [CrossRef]

18

Water 2019, 11, 2186

16.

17.
18.
19.

20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

35.

36.
37.
38.

Del Valle-Zermeño, R.; Chimenos, J.M.; Giró-Paloma, J.; Formosa, J. Use of weathered and fresh bottom ash
mix layers as a subbase in road construction: Environmental behavior enhancement by means of a retaining
barrier. Chemosphere 2014, 117, 402–409. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Silva, R.V.; De Brito, J.; Lynn, C.J.; Dhir, R.K. Environmental impacts of the use of bottom ashes from
municipal solid waste incineration: A review. Resour. Conserv. Recycl. 2019, 140, 23–35. [CrossRef]
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Abstract: The primary goal of low impact development (LID) is to capture urban stormwater
runoﬀ; however, multiple indirect beneﬁts (environmental and socioeconomic beneﬁts) also exist
(e.g., improvements to human health and decreased air pollution). Identifying sites with the highest
demand or need for LID ensures the maximization of all beneﬁts. This is a spatial decision-making
problem that has not been widely addressed in the literature and was the focus of this research. Previous
research has focused on ﬁnding feasible sites for installing LID, whilst only considering insuﬃcient
criteria which represent the beneﬁts of LID (either neglecting the hydrological and hydraulic beneﬁts
or indirect beneﬁts). This research considered the hydrological and hydraulic, environmental,
and socioeconomic beneﬁts of LID to identify sites with the highest demand for LID. Speciﬁcally,
a geospatial framework was proposed that uses publicly available data, hydrological-hydraulic
principles, and a simple additive weighting (SAW) method within a hierarchical decision-making
model. Three indices were developed to determine the LID demand: (1) hydrological-hydraulic
index (HHI), (2) socioeconomic index (SEI), and (3) environmental index (ENI). The HHI was
developed based on a heuristic model using hydrological-hydraulic principles and validated against
the results of a physical model, the Hydrologic Engineering Center-Hydrologic Modeling System
model (HEC-HMS). The other two indices were generated using the SAW hierarchical model and
then incorporated into the HHI index to generate the LID demand index (LIDDI). The framework was
applied to the City of Toronto, yielding results that are validated against historical ﬂooding records.
Keywords: low impact development; sustainable urban drainage systems; stormwater modelling;
urban development; GIS; SAW; decision-making; strategic planning; spatial analysis

1. Introduction
Increased urbanization has led to a signiﬁcant increase of impervious surfaces. This has led
to higher levels of stormwater runoﬀ, resulting in higher ﬂood risks, overﬂowing sewer systems,
and damage to existing stormwater infrastructure [1]. This situation is made worse by the impacts
of climate change, causing more intense rainfall events and droughts, which threaten urban water
security. Social implications suggest that these risks will disproportionately aﬀect more vulnerable
populations [2].
Low impact development (LID) has become one of the most popular methods for managing
stormwater and mitigating ﬂoods [3,4]. Examples of LID include bioretention cells, green
roofs, detention tanks, and permeable pavement systems [5–10]. From a water and stormwater
management perspective, the main purpose of most types of LID is runoﬀ mitigation [4,11–15];
although multiple environmental and socioeconomic beneﬁts of LID also exist [16]. Additional
environmental beneﬁts include improved water quality [10,12,17–20], decreased air pollution [21–26],
Water 2019, 11, 2341; doi:10.3390/w11112341
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and enhanced biodiversity [14,21,27–32]. Socioeconomic beneﬁts [33,34] include provisioning
services [35], educational improvements [36], enhanced immune function [37–39], and enhanced
aesthetics. Not all types of LID provide all additional beneﬁts. The types which provide these
additional beneﬁts are generally known as green infrastructure (GI) [4,40]. The term GI is a concept that
goes far beyond stormwater and outside this context [4,40]. GI is a term related to landscape architecture
and urban planning and focuses on creating and connecting natural ecosystems and greenway corridors
(e.g., forests and ﬂoodplains), by which numerous environmental and socioeconomic beneﬁts are
provided [4,40]. In the context of stormwater, GI refers to engineered-as-natural ecosystems, such
as bioretention cells, green roofs, and tree-based GI, such as tree boxes [5–10,40] (which are also LID
practices) [40]. Other types, such as underground tanks (also known as cisterns), mostly provide
hydrological (ﬂood control) beneﬁts and are typically known as LID infrastructure (not GI). Despite
the fact that LIDs such as cisterns do not provide indirect beneﬁts and have maintenance issues [41]
their high eﬃciency in runoﬀ management preserves them as one of the LID types [42,43].
During the strategic planning stage of stormwater or ﬂood management projects, decision-makers
select sites for LID under limited ﬁnancial resources [44]. Since LID beneﬁts are spatially dependent,
maximizing these beneﬁts requires careful planning when selecting sites for LID implementation [45,46].
This can be done through the use of geospatial data such as topography, precipitation, land cover,
and multiple physical phenomena (e.g., hydrological and hydraulic processes). Without a systematic
geospatial framework, selecting sites that can maximize the beneﬁts of LID (need or demand for LID)
becomes diﬃcult. Indeed, in a comprehensive review of spatial allocation of LID, Kuller et al. [47]
determined that the lack of such a geospatial framework is one of the biggest gaps in this ﬁeld.
1.1. Existing Geospatial Decision Models
Factors for determining sites for LID can be grouped into two categories: feasibility—which
refers to sites where LID can be implemented; and demand—which refers to sites wherein the needs
or demands for the beneﬁts of LID are high [46,47]. In the literature, three types of LID geospatial
decision-making models or frameworks exist. The ﬁrst prioritizes diﬀerent hydraulic solution scenarios
using stormwater models (SWM), which allows for modelling LIDs [48]. The second conducts geospatial
analysis using geographical information systems (GIS)-based framework. The third combines the use
of both SWM and GIS.
The ﬁrst type of decision-making models use SWM along with a multi-criteria decision analysis
(MCDA), or multi-attribute decision-making (MADM) [49]. In these models, multiple criteria are often
used to identify optimum hydraulic solutions in predetermined locations; e.g., [50–54]. In these types
of studies, the method for determining which sites are more eﬀective to include are based solely on the
results of the SWM and not through geospatial analysis (e.g., Lee et al. [55] used software to determine
the best GI solution).
Models that conduct geospatial analysis through a GIS framework have mostly focused on
determining feasible sites, and outputting maps for each type of LID. The criteria used to determine
feasibility are often based on speciﬁc technical guidelines (e.g., suitable slope or distance to existing
infrastructure), and rarely consider maximization of LID beneﬁts (an example of this type of study
is [56]). Kuller et al. [46] proposes a decision-making framework to determine the feasibility and
demand for LID. For the demand (which is the also the focus of the present research), they selected ﬁve
criteria which were grouped in three categories, including provisional (proximity to water demand),
regulatory (heat vulnerability, a connected impervious-area, and ﬂoods), and cultural (visibility).
However, the criteria selected for determining demand does not account for the hydrological-hydraulic
demand for LID, nor is this demand integrated with the other beneﬁts (i.e., provisioning, regulating,
and cultural) of LID. Thus, there is an opportunity to expand on a previously proposed framework
(such as [46] or others highlighted below) to incorporate a physically-based approach to capture the
impacts of the hydrological-hydraulic demand of LID.
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The third type of decision-making model framework combines both GIS and SWM. Models
of this type identify sites based on feasibility and prioritize them according to either a speciﬁed
decision-making system (MCDA model) or discrete prioritization (MADM model); the former may
include geospatial analysis while the latter typically does not. Examples of criteria that have been
used include slope, water table, hydrological soil group, and runoﬀ volume [57]. Others also consider
stakeholder opinions and technical experts [54]. For example, one study [58] did consider three
classes of beneﬁts of LID (the environmental, economic, and social beneﬁts), though these were done
independently (i.e., in isolation of each other) rather than using a holistic approach. With these three
diﬀerent classes of decision-making criteria, identical rankings of the sites were obtained [58]. Thus, as
concluded by Kuller et al. [47], although a set of GIS-MCDA tools and frameworks have been developed,
none of them are suﬃcient and comprehensive. In addition, in another review by Lerer et al. [59],
they concluded that there is a lack of a comprehensive model that covers all physically-based aspects
(referred to as “How Much models”) and human aspects (referred to as “Where and Which” models).
1.2. Geospatial, Physically-Based Framework
Amongst previous studies in this ﬁeld, the strategical allocation of LID and prioritizing sites on
this basis, particularly through considering hydrological and hydraulic parameters, is less frequently
addressed. Of those that have addressed it, multiple limitations remain that have signiﬁcant
environmental and socioeconomic impacts. One recent study by Martin-Miklea et al. [60] used
the concept of hydrologically sensitive areas (HSA) [60]. Since HSA was originally used for pollution
transport risk [61], the HSA procedure and the criteria used do not match the physical processes that
occurs in LID. For example, in their study [60], the slope is considered to have an inverse impact
on the priority of a site in terms of the need for LID, meaning that sites with higher slopes have
lower priority for installing LID (their study included rain-barrel, green roof, porous pavement, rain
garden, vegetated swale, detention and retention pond, and riparian buﬀer). This is incorrect from a
hydrological perspective. Sites with high slope generate a lower time of concentration (tc ). Many LID
types (such as grass swales) can be used to increase the tc (and hence reduce runoﬀ related issues).
Though types of LID without outﬂow do not aﬀect the tc (e.g., drainage boxes), capturing the runoﬀ of
a high slope site prevents the runoﬀ from combining with runoﬀ (from an adjacent site) with low tc to
the downstream runoﬀ. Thus, steeply-sloped sites should have high priority (or high demand) for
implementing LID for runoﬀ management. Also, the method proposed by Martin-Miklea et al. [60]
does not consider the geospatial or temporal distribution of rainfall. In hydrological models, the
importance of the spatial and temporal distribution of rainfall has been noted by many researchers [62].
There are several studies (such as [63]) that present diﬀerent methods for accurate modelling of rainfall
distribution over watersheds. Thus, for including the spatial rainfall distribution over the study area,
particularly large-scale methods are necessary. In addition, the geospatial distribution of land cover
and impervious area was also neglected by Martin-Miklea et al. [60]—in urban areas a signiﬁcant
portion of the natural land-cover is modiﬁed. This modiﬁcation of the land-cover is important to be
considered if the study area is under the inﬂuence of human activities and has experienced land-cover
changes. Moreover, the approach presented in Martin-Miklea et al. [60] has multiple mathematical
limitations. For example, in their study, to avoid mathematical errors, for sites where the hydraulic
conductivity was zero, the index was reassigned somewhat arbitrarily to −3. This value of −3 is a
number that is lower than the highest index calculated in the case study. Therefore, this number is a
replacement for the actual calculations and depends on the case study and needs justiﬁcation for each
speciﬁc case. Finally, in the Martin-Miklea et al. [60] study, only the hydrological-hydraulic demand or
need for LID is considered, whilst the environmental and socioeconomic beneﬁts are largely ignored.
Overall, while previous studies have developed GIS-MCDA frameworks to determine the
feasibility or demand of LID, there is a need to develop an integrated framework for the strategic
planning stage of LID projects to determine where to install LID [47] based on the “demand” or
“need,” speciﬁcally, by integrating hydrological and hydraulic processes with high demand, due to
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other indirect beneﬁts. In previous studies, prioritizing sites based on their potential to generate
stormwater runoﬀ was one of the least addressed subjects. In addition, prior studies either overlooked
integrated hydrological-hydraulic beneﬁts with other indirect beneﬁts of LID (i.e., socioeconomic or
environmental status [64]), or used inadequate types and numbers of assessment criteria [46] (e.g., the
hydrological-hydraulic beneﬁts or indirect beneﬁts were overlooked). Also, many of previous studies
were based on an SWM model. In these types of studies, the scale of the study area is limited to the
SWM itself, which limits the extent of the study area. This restriction is due to the complexity (in terms
of required input data) of developing SWMs for large-scale regions. Thus, as recommended by other
studies, such as [12,59,65,66], more investigations to address the indirect beneﬁts of LID should be
integrated into GIS-MCDA models for LID to identify the demand for LID, which could include future
climate, land-use, and socioeconomic scenarios.
Therefore, the objective of the present research was to develop a physically-based geospatial
decision-making framework to identify the demand for LID in urban areas. The proposed framework
is conceptually similar to and builds on existing frameworks (e.g., [46] and [60])—as geospatial data is
used to determine LID demand. However, the proposed framework introduces three new indices and
two new heuristic relationships to determine LID demand which integrates both the direct and indirect
beneﬁts of LID. The ﬁrst heuristic relationship (which uses the proposed hydrological-hydraulic index,
HHI) is based on hydrological and hydraulic principles, focuses solely on runoﬀ quantity and not
quality (building on the framework by Martin-Miklea et al. [60]), and uses actual physical values of
hydrological and hydraulic data in the overlaying process (i.e., the data are not rescaled). Since this
represents the physical processes that occur within LID, the HHI is validated against results from a
physically-based model. This relationship ranks the sites based on their potential for runoﬀ generation
(represented by the HHI). Next, a GIS-MCDA framework was developed using two additional indices
(the environmental index, ENI and socioeconomic index, SEI) to rank the sites based on their demand
for LID based on indirect beneﬁts. From the stormwater management perspective, this research
considers runoﬀ control as the primary beneﬁt of LID. A second innovative heuristic relationship was
then developed to integrate the indirect beneﬁts of LID (represented by the ENI and SEI) with the HHI
(the main beneﬁts of LID). This relationship integrates the indirect beneﬁts as an additive value to the
direct beneﬁts of LID, meaning that if HHI is not zero (there is a hydrological-hydraulic demand), the
indirect beneﬁts (ENI and SEI) add value to the HHI to estimate the demand for LID holistically. But, if
HHI is zero (i.e., no runoﬀ-related demand for LID) and the indirect beneﬁts are not zero, the overall
demand for LID is estimated to be zero.
In our framework, there are no mathematical limitations, and actual values of all parameters can
be used as inputs. Finally, unlike models relying on the SWM, the proposed framework has no limits
on the scale of the study area, since the number of input data are independent from the scale of the
area, and thus, the only cost is the computational time, which can increase based on the size of the area.
This paper is organized as follows: Section 2 presents the materials and methods, including
the case study; geospatial data; the development of three new indices—the hydraulic-hydrologic
index (HHI), the environmental index (ENI), and the socioeconomic index (SEI); and an approach to
combine those indices into the proposed LID demand index (LIDDI). Section 3 includes the results
and discussion, including the generation of the HHI, ENI, and SEI maps for the case study and the
validation of the HHI, along with the ﬁnal LIDDI map. Section 4 follows with the conclusions.
2. Materials and Methods
To address the inadequacies of existing approaches for the spatial allocation of LID, a geospatial,
physically-based framework is proposed, which is then combined with a multi-criteria decision-making
model. This framework was developed to identify sites with the greatest demand or need for LID, and
to maximize both the direct and indirect beneﬁts of LID.
To do this, three indices were developed to consider the direct (stormwater runoﬀ reduction)
and indirect (environmental and socioeconomic) beneﬁts of LID. The ﬁrst index, HHI, was developed
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based on the physical principles governing stormwater runoﬀ. HHI ranks the sites based on their
potential for runoﬀ generation. The second and third indices are ENI and SEI, respectively, which
were generated using a SAW method within a hierarchical decision-making model. ENI and SEI
identify sites with the highest demands for LID in terms of environmental and socioeconomic needs.
Combining these three indices, the LID demand index (LIDDI) was then produced. The LIDDI ranks
all sites within the study area based on their demand or need for LID based on hydraulic-hydrological,
environmental, and socioeconomic beneﬁts.
The conceptual framework of the method described above is presented in Figure 1. In this ﬁgure,
the variables represent the physically-based parameters (for HHI) and geospatial criteria or indicators
(for ENI and SEI). These variables, the secondary and primary indices, are described in detail in the
following sections (Section 2.3 to Section 2.5).

Figure 1. The schematic of the conceptual framework of low impact development (LID) demand index
(LIDDI) generation, where S is slope (degree), Ks is saturated hydraulic conductivity (mm/hr), D is
depth to restrictive layer (mm), and R is rainfall intensity (mm/hr).

2.1. Study Area
The utility of the proposed framework is demonstrated through a case study: the study area
used for this research was the City of Toronto, which is located in Southern Ontario, Canada, and
covers an area of 630.2 km2 with a population of approximately 2.73 million. The land-use varies from
residential, commercial, and industrial to green spaces. Eleven major rivers pass through the city,
dividing the city into eleven watersheds. Figure 2 presents the watersheds and their intersections with
the administrative border of the City of Toronto. The use of LID has been growing in Toronto over the
last several years [67]. Toronto is experiencing a transition period from grey (end of pipe methods) to
green (using LID) infrastructure. This is being done through developing and implementing a range
of policy instruments, by-laws, and regulations, which include developing and re-designing existing
policies associated with land-use, the environment, water, infrastructure, and planning [15]. Some
examples include the Green Roof By-law and the Downspout Disconnection By-law [15].
2.2. Geospatial Data
In this study, data from open, publicly available sources were used and are listed in Table 1.
Those geospatial data were used to derive each of the parameters used for three indices; the rationale
for selecting each dataset is discussed in detail below, for each index. Each dataset was converted
into raster format with a ground resolution of 5 × 5 m (to align them with the digital elevation model,
DEM, resolution which was used as the reference resolution for this research). The framework was
developed and implemented in ArcGIS.
The proposed framework, and speciﬁcally, the application presented in this research, is restricted
by the resolution of available data. Here, a raster resolution of 5 × 5 m was used due to the available
DEM data. Higher or lower resolutions can be chosen; however, this should be done with intent, as it
can impact the accuracy and reliability of the results.
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Figure 2. The extent of the study area (hatched in orange color), which is the administrative boundary
of the City of Toronto and its intersection with the eleven watersheds in Toronto.
Table 1. The raw data downloaded from publicly-available sources, including the structure/geometry
of the data, and the source of the data.
ID

Data

Data
Structure/Geometry

1

Air pollution (PM2.5 )

Vector/point

2

Bedrock layer

Vector/polygon

3
4

Census tract boundaries 2016
Demographics data-Census 2016

Vector/polygon
Tabular data

5

Digital elevation model (DEM)

Raster/5 m × 5 m

6
7
8

Ecozones of Ontario
Groundwater table
Land cover

Vector/polygon
Vector/point
Raster/0.6 m × 0.6 m

Toronto rivers

Vector/polyline

9
10
11
12
13

Surﬁcial geology and saturated
hydraulic conductivity (Ks )
Toronto precipitation data
Educational institute
Hospital

Data Source
Ministry of Environment, Conservation
and Parks
Ministry of Northern Development and
Mines
Statistics Canada
Statistics Canada
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
and Forestry-Provincial Mapping Unit
Scholars Geoportal
Groundwater Information Network (GIN)
City of Toronto
Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority (TRCA)

Vector/polygon

Government of Canada open data website

Vector/point
Vector/point
Vector/point

Government of Canada open data website
City of Toronto
Google Earth

Note: Missing data were ignored in the calculations.

2.3. Hydrological-Hydraulic Index (HHI) Development
HHI ranks the cells (i.e., the pixels of the raster data) by their runoﬀ or ﬂood-generation potential.
Cells with higher HHI generate higher volume and peak runoﬀ ﬂow rate (referred to as high-runoﬀ
cells). These cells should be the ﬁrst target for implementing LID. However, where it is not feasible
to implement LID, the next target should be selected based on several parameters, including the
topography of the catchment, amongst other parameters [51]. The selection of the feasible sites is out
of scope of this research and requires another investigation which incorporates results of this study
(demand) to the feasibility.
To generate HHI, the geospatial variables that are representative of the runoﬀ hydrograph were
identiﬁed and quantiﬁed. Then, a geospatial overlaying heuristic relationship (Equation (1)) was
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developed according to the physical principles. The variables were then spatially overlain, based on
the relationship proposed (Equation (1)).
To identify the variables, the runoﬀ generation process and the associated relationships
(mathematical equations) were considered. Four variables were identiﬁed and quantiﬁed for HHI:
rainfall intensity (R), hydraulic conductivity (Ks), water storage capacity of soil (D), and catchment
slope (S).
Runoﬀ is dependent on rainfall and inﬁltration. Rainfall intensity, denoted by R and measured in
mm/hr, is especially important in large scale study areas where uneven spatial distribution of rainfall can
be an important factor. By a simpliﬁcation assumption we neglected the temporal distribution of R and
it was considered a constant. The value of R was obtained from the intensity-duration-frequency (IDF)
curve for the City of Toronto and represents an extreme rainfall event. For this research, the intensity
of the 100-yr, 5-minute duration event was selected as R to represent extreme events. This rainfall is a
sample of a low probability and intense rainfall event, though any other R value may be used, since
the focus is on the diﬀerence of R across the study area (rather than the magnitude itself).
Inﬁltration is a function of the soil moisture, porosity, hydraulic conductivity, and water storage
capacity of the soil. The Green-Ampt equation [68] demonstrates that if the antecedent soil moisture is
saturated, the inﬁltration rate is equal to the saturated hydraulic conductivity (Ks ). This allows one to
estimate the inﬁltration rate using Ks data: cells with higher Ks values have higher inﬁltration rates,
and consequently, generate less runoﬀ. Note that urban areas contain signiﬁcant impervious surfaces,
whose Ks value is essentially zero, resulting in an inﬁltration rate that is also zero. Thus, the land-use
data (speciﬁcally the impervious surface layer) was combined with the Ks of surﬁcial geology data
using the minimum geospatial operation tool in ArcGIS. With the minimum operation, each cell the
Ks of impervious surfaces (assumed to be 0 mm/hr) and the Ks of the surﬁcial geology layer (which
is greater than or equal to 0 mm/hr) was compared and the lower value was assigned to each cell.
In addition, streams, rivers, and other waterbodies within the study area were excluded from Ks layer
and potential LID sites. Through geospatial subtraction operation, Ks values were subtracted from the
rainfall intensity, R, resulting in an indicator for the runoﬀ generation potential for each cell.
Inﬁltration volume is also dependent from the water storage capacity of the soil, which is further
dependent on soil characteristics (e.g., soil porosity and moisture) and the thickness of the soil layers.
Capacity, denoted by D, is quantiﬁed through three variables: the depth to groundwater table (Dg ),
the depth to the ﬁrst impermeable soil layer (bedrock) (Dr ), and the soil porosity (n). The value of D
takes the minimum of either Dg or Dr , and represents the distance between the soil surface and the
ﬁrst restrictive layer. Capacity is then multiplied by the soil porosity, n, which quantiﬁes the porous
storage volume in the vertical direction. The calculated volume allows for the additional quantiﬁcation
of runoﬀ generation potential that considers both the inﬁltration rate and the water storage capacity.
For instance, a cell with a high inﬁltration rate can be restricted by an impermeable soil layer, resulting
in decreased inﬁltration.
The time of concentration (tc ) is another contributing variable to runoﬀ generation; LID can be
used to increase tc in urban areas to reduce damage resulting from stormwater runoﬀ. Two cells with
the same values of Ks , R, and D can generate the same runoﬀ volume; however, the tc may be diﬀerent.
Using Kirpich’s formula [69] tc can be estimated using the catchment length and slope (S). When using
cells with equal areas, the tc is a non-linear exponential function of the slope to the power of 0.385.
To represent this nonlinear relationship of tc and S, we generated the slope layer from the DEM data in
ArcGIS and estimated the S0.385 value using for each 5 × 5 m cell.
By identifying the contributing variables (R, Ks , D, and S), we developed a heuristic equation
(Equation (1)) to geospatially overlay the runoﬀ-contributing variables. Our relationship was developed
based on the theoretical concepts of runoﬀ generation. The validation of this relationship is presented
in Section 3.4. Using this equation, a value for each cell is calculated based on the potential of cells
to generate runoﬀ. The cells within the study area can then be compared in terms of their need or
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demand for LID. Cells with higher HHI have higher demand for LID; installing LID in a cell with a
higher HHI captures more runoﬀ or prevents the generation of runoﬀ at that site, and attenuates tc :
⎧ 
 



0.385
⎪
⎪
]
⎨ Rj − (Ks )j ∩ (Ki )j ∩ nj × (D g )j ∩ (Dr )j × [1 + (tan S)
HHIj = ⎪
⎪
⎩
0

for Rj > Ksj
for Rj ≤ Ksj

,

(1)

where j is the cell number; HHIj is the HHI at cell j; Rj is rainfall intensity (mm/hr) at cell j; (Ks )j is the
saturated hydraulic conductivity of the surﬁcial geology layer (mm/hr) at cell j; (Ki )j is the hydraulic
conductivity of impervious areas (e.g., roads, parking lots, and building roof tops) at cell j, set equal
to zero for impervious cells; nj is the soil porosity at cell j; (Dg )j and (Dr )j are, respectively, depth
to groundwater (mm) and depth to the ﬁrst restrictive soil layer (mm) at cell j; and S is the terrain
slope (degrees) at cell j. Note that since physics-based variables were used to formulate this heuristic
equation, dimensional consistency was ensured for all parameters considered. Also, with a lack of soil
data, it can still be used. Whereas the data for Ks and D do not exist, there are two ways of using the
equation. Either Ks and D can be assum based on known characteristics of the study area or assuming
the worst-case scenario, which is value of zero for these parameters (Ks = 0 and D = 0).
To generate the HHI map for the City of Toronto, the four variables in Equation (1) (R, Ks , D, and S)
were generated from the available raw data (Table 1) and converted to raster layers. Rainfall intensity,
R, was derived from the IDF tables of three meteorological stations within the City of Toronto: Oshawa,
Oakville Southeast, and Toronto Buttonville. The raster rainfall data for the study area were generated
by geospatial interpolation using the point data from the three meteorological stations. The hydraulic
conductivity, Ks , was derived from the surﬁcial geology and land cover data as explained above
(Table 1). To generate rainfall storage capacity of the soil (D), Dg was generated using groundwater
level data of wells (in point data format). Using the geospatial interpolation within the study area and
groundwater level data from the wells, the raster data layer of Dg was produced. Dr was generated
from the bedrock data (in polygon data format). Using these two variables and a minimum geospatial
operation tool in ArcGIS, the raster map of D was generated. The soil porosity (n), was assumed to be
0.5 for the entire study area due to the lack of available porosity data. According to Chow et al. [70],
this is an average estimate of porosity for diﬀerent soil types (sand, loam, silt, and clay). Terrain slope
(S) was derived from DEM data using the slope tool in ArcGIS. In addition to these variables, a data
layer consisting of the existing LID (using only existing tree canopy was considered which was derived
from the land-cover data) was also generated in order to eliminate these sites as potential sites for
implementing LID. Due to the lack of data of actual LIDs currently installed within the study area,
other types of LID, such as green roofs, raingardens, etc., were neglected in this study. Due to this,
the existing LID facilities are still considered potential LID sites; however, if this data were available,
existing LID sites can be eliminated from the analysis if required.
2.4. Environmental Index (ENI) Development
The ENI quantiﬁes the relative demand of cells for LID (especially GI) in terms of environmental
needs. ENI is associated with mitigating or preventing environmental damage that results from
anthropogenic sources, such as urbanization. The environmental criteria were selected based on the
DPSIR (drivers, pressures, state, impact, and response) model developed by the European Environment
Agency [71]. Based on DPSIR, urbanization is the “driving force” causing “pressures” that include
pollution, and changes in land-use and habitats’ populations. These “pressures” cause changes to the
“state” of the environment (air quality, biodiversity, water quality, and soil quality). These changes lead
to negative “impacts” on public health and ecosystems, which can elicit a positive or negative response
feeding back into the “driving forces” (or to the “impacts” and “states” directly). GI is considered
a “response” model of intervention to these “impacts”; other “responses,” such as environmental
laws can also be applied. The criteria for ENI represent the environmental “states”; the four sample
environmental states used for this research were: air quality, bio-habitat, water quality, and soil
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quality. Speciﬁcally, the criteria included air pollution denoted by ENI1 , biodiversity denoted by ENI2 ,
water quality denoted by ENI3 , and soil contamination denoted by ENI4 , all of which are caused by
urbanization and for which GI can be used as response for impact mitigation.
Higher ENI1 values were assigned to sites with higher concentrations of air pollution, as they
were considered to receive the greatest beneﬁt from the GI in terms of air quality [21–24]. In particular,
LID (planted-based types) reduces the concentrations of a variety of air pollutants that are known
to increase health risks, such as ﬁne atmospheric particulate matter (PM2.5 ) [72,73]. In the proposed
framework, PM2.5 concentration was chosen as the indicator of overall air pollution, as is often done in
the literature.
Higher ENI2 values were assigned to sites with higher biodiversity to ensure the existing
bio-habitats were maintained. GI provides potential bio-habitats, and consequently, prevents the
impact of urbanization on existing habitats [14,21,27–32]. For example, previous studies have shown
that green roofs can host diverse plants and animals, as well as function as stepping stones to other
nearby habitats, particularly for immobile organisms [74]. In another study, this eﬀect was highlighted
when a 41% increase in forest coverage led to an increase of 81 bird species—highlighting that tree-based
LID or GI may have a positive impact on bird species [75]. Thus, the ecozones of Ontario (collected
from the Scholars Geoportal website, http://geo2.scholarsportal.info) were used as indicators of the
biodiversity within the study region.
GI is intended to capture and treat stormwater at the source (often referred to as “source control”).
In doing so, GI can eﬀectively capture contaminants (e.g., sediment which itself contains other chemicals,
such as metals) [36]. Previous research has shown that GI such as bioretention cells can treat stormwater
through physical, chemical, and biological processes. Speciﬁcally, it provides ﬁltration, sedimentation,
adsorption, and plant and microbial uptake [76]. Through these processes, pollutant concentrations
of metals (zinc and copper), total suspended solids, total phosphorus, and total nitrogen have been
reduced by more than 90% [76–78]. Capturing these contaminants at the source (i.e., upstream of the
drainage point or outlets to rivers) prevents the contaminants from ﬂowing downstream and also
reduces the spread of contaminants within the watershed [79–81]. Thus, for this research, higher ENI3
values were assigned to sites farthest from rivers as an indicator of “source control” to improve water
quality in the rivers. Areas closer to the rivers were given lower priority (lower ENI3 ), whereas areas
farther upstream were given higher priority in terms of LID (especially GI) need or demand.
Sites with GI installed maintain neutral pH, increased metal retention, and reduced risk of
diﬀusion, all of which are attributed to the enhancement of biochemical processes in the soil by
GI [19,82–84]. To prevent the contamination of soil, stormwater runoﬀ and sites closest to pavements
were assigned higher ENI4 values (and thus higher priority). Roads and parking lots were considered
to be the sources of the soil contamination yielding high concentrations of pollutants such as zinc,
copper, lead, and cadmium, most often found at inﬂow points [77].
For the City of Toronto, the ENI1 values were derived from point data of eleven air-quality
monitoring stations from the Ministry of Environment, Conservation, and Parks. The air quality
data layer was interpolated and converted to a raster layer using an inverse-distance-weight method.
The ENI2 values were derived from the total population of terrestrial bird, mammal, reptile and
amphibian, and tree species per unit area of the ecozone (from the ecozones of Ontario database).
The ENI3 were calculated using the Euclidean distance, river cells have distance equal to zero and cells
farther from the river have higher Euclidean distances. For ENI4 values, road and parking lot surfaces
were extracted from the land cover map, assigned as sources, and distances from these sources were
estimated using the Euclidean distance similarly to the ENI3 process.
All four selected criteria were standardized by applying the linear standardization method
(Equation (2)).
ENCj,k
,
(2)
SENCj,k =
(ENCk )max
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where k is the total number of criteria (in this case, 4), j is the total number of cells in the study area,
SENCj,k is the standardized environmental criteria k at cell j, ENCj,k is the actual value of environmental
criteria k at cell j, and (ENCk )max is the greatest possible value of environmental criteria k within the
study area. After standardization, the overall ENI for each cell was calculated by overlaying all four
criteria, using the simple additive weighting (SAW) method (shown in Equation (3)).
k

ENIj =

wk × FENCj,k

(3)

1

where ENIj is the value of ENI at cell j; FENCj,K is the ﬁnalized environmental criteria k at cell j, which
can be derived from Equation (4); and wk is the weight of criteria k.
FENCj,k =

SENCj,k ,
1 − SENCj,k ,

for direct distance criteria
.
for inverse distance criteria

(4)

2.5. Socioeconomic Index (SEI) Development
The SEI quantiﬁes the LID demand of each cell in terms of the socioeconomic beneﬁts of LID
(especially GI and planted-based LID). In addition to the hydrological and environmental beneﬁts,
GI also improves socioeconomic status in a variety of ways, including increasing access to green
spaces, enhancing academic performance in schools, public health, and social resilience [33–35,85–90].
To address these beneﬁts, priority was assigned to cells using four sample socioeconomic factors:
population density (SEI1 ), distance to green spaces (SEI2 ), distance to educational centers (SEI3 ), and
distance to hospitals (SEI4 ).
Higher SEI1 values were assigned to sites with a higher population density in order to serve a
higher population with the indirect beneﬁts of GI. The second criteria (SEI2 ) prioritizes sites that are
farthest from existing green spaces; this creates an even distribution of green spaces. Areas with sparse
landscaping, more deprived neighborhoods, and low public transport availability are identiﬁed as
having the greatest demand for the beneﬁts associated with LID (specially GI types) [38,88–90].
The third criteria (SEI3 ) gives priority to sites closest to educational centers and schools. Studies
have shown that LID and GI improve the educational performance, and socioemotional, behavioral,
and cognitive development of students [91,92]. In particular, preschoolers at educational risk were
found to have greater development of independence and social skills when enrolled to schools with
higher levels of plant-based LID [91]. The fourth criteria (SEI4 ) assigns priority to sites that are closer to
hospitals to improve the health status of patients. Studies have shown that patients with green window
views recovered signiﬁcantly faster and required less medication compared to patients with urban
views [93]. Indeed, green spaces are widely associated with enhanced immune function and greater
mental well-being [39,90]. Furthermore, green spaces have been shown to lower fasting blood-glucose
levels in both adults and children, eﬀectively lowering the risk of diabetes, which is now recognized as
one of the leading causes of illness and death [89].
A ﬁfth socioeconomic beneﬁt is social resilience, which comes in the form of provisioning services.
Provisioning services yield products such as ﬁrewood, medicinal plants, and wild foods. Studies
have shown that poor households and vulnerable populations highly rely on GI to support their daily
livelihood needs. One study found that 57% of households on average use GI as a coping strategy as a
response to co-variate shocks such as ﬂoods [87]. This beneﬁt is harder to quantify due to the lack
of available data. Because of this, quantiﬁcations of socioeconomic beneﬁts often underestimate the
actual beneﬁts that can be obtained. Nevertheless, social resilience is highlighted as a great beneﬁt to
particularly vulnerable populations and could be included in future studies if relevant data is available.
For the City of Toronto, SEI1 was estimated based on the 2016 census data, by dividing the
population with the area of the corresponding census tract. SEI2 , the distance from existing green
areas, was estimated by the Euclidean distance; higher values were assigned to sites further away from
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existing green areas. The raster map of the third criteria (SEI3 ) was also estimated by calculating the
Euclidean distance, with the locations of educational centers (in point data) assigned as sources. SEI4
was also derived with the same process as SEI2 and SEI3 .
As with ENI, the variables were standardized by applying the linear standardization method
using Equation (5).
SECj,m
,
(5)
SSEj,m =
(SECm )max
where k is the total number of criteria (in our study case, 4), j is the total number of cells in the
study area, SSECj,m is the standardized socioeconomic criteria k at cell j, SECj,m is the actual value
of socioeconomic criteria k at cell j, and (SECm )max is the greatest possible value of environmental
criteria k within the study area. After standardization, the overall SEI for each cell was calculated by
overlaying all four criteria, using the simple additive weighting (SAW) method (shown in Equation (6)).
SEIj =

m
1 wm

× FSECj,m ,

(6)

where SEIj : is the value of SEI at cell j, FSECj,m is the ﬁnalized environmental criteria k at cell j, which
is derived from Equation (7), and wm is the weight of criteria k.
FSECj,m =

SSECj,m ,
1 − SSECj,m ,

for direct distance criteria
for inverse distance criteria

(7)

2.6. LID Demand Index (LIDDI)
The LIDDI represents the sites ranked by their respective demand for LID, with the combined
consideration of all hydrological and hydraulic, environmental, and socioeconomic variables. High
LIDDI values represent sites with the highest demands or needs for LID. To generate the LIDDI,
the SEI and ENI were ﬁrst geospatially overlaid using the SAW method to generate the combined
socioeconomic-environmental index (SEENI) (Equation (8)). The relationship between the weights of
the method are shown in the Equation (9). In this equation, WEN is the sum of wk , and WSE is the sum
of wm .
(8)
SEENIj = wEN ENIj + wSE SEIj
WEN + WSE =

k
1 wk

+

m
1 wm

= 1,

(9)

where SEENIj is the environmental-socioeconomic index at cell j, ENIj is the environmental index at
cell j, SEIj is the socioeconomic index at cell j, wEN is the corresponding weight of ENI, and wSE is
the corresponding weight of SEI. As demonstrated in Equations (2)–(8), the proposed framework to
generate SEENI is not restricted by the number of environmental and socioeconomic criteria selected
nor the assigned weight to each criterion. The number of criteria is considered, and the weights
assigned to each criterion can be customized based on an end-user’s needs, data availability, or other
requirements. Thus, this framework has been developed in a way to be customizable to determine
the need or demand for LID based on which beneﬁts need to be considered or incorporated into
the framework.
The resulting SEENI is proposed as an additive value, where it can be overlain onto the HHI
through a mathematical multiplication operation to generate the LIDDI, the overall demand for LID
(Equation (10)).
LIDDIj = HHIj × (1 + SEENIj ),
(10)
where LIDDIj is the demand of cell j for LID.
SEENI was considered as an additive value due to the multiple advantages it provides. First,
two cells with identical HHIs but diﬀering SEENI values can be ranked distinctly based on their
environmental and socioeconomic demands for LID. This allows the main objective of this framework to
be achieved: spatial allocation of LID with the combined considerations of hydrological and hydraulic,
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environmental, and socioeconomic factors. Table 2 shows a simple example to illustrate these concepts:
the eﬀect of SEENI on the HHI and ﬁnal LID demand rank of the three sample cells. Two areas with
equal HHIs but unequal SEENI values (cells 1 and 2), will result in diﬀerent LIDDIs, and the ﬁnal rank is
impacted by the cells with higher SEENI values. Secondly, since the primary goal of LID is stormwater
runoﬀ management, a site that does not generate runoﬀ does not require LID (even if an environmental
or socioeconomic demand for it exists, as shown in Table 2, cell 3). In the framework, cells with HHI
values equal to zero but high SEENI values, will result in LIDDI values of zero. This ensures that LID
is not unnecessarily implemented in sites without a hydrological or hydraulic need.
Table 2. The eﬀect of the socioeconomic-environmental index (SEENI) on the hydrological-hydraulic
index (HHI) in two sample cells.
Cell #

HHI

SEENI

LIDDI

1

0.9

1

1.8

Rank
1st

2

0.9

0

0.9

2nd

3

0

1

0

3rd

2.7. Adaptability of the Proposed Framework
The proposed framework can be adapted in various ways for the intended application, project
requirements, or stakeholder opinions.
Our proposed framework can be used for all types of LID, generally categorized as detention
(such as tanks), planted inﬁltration (e.g., raingarden), and dry inﬁltration (e.g., inﬁltration trenches)
types [94]. Note that for our case study, we only used planted inﬁltration or GI types of LID for Toronto
to demonstrate the utility of the approach proposed. Accordingly, all the associated co-beneﬁts are
those beneﬁts that correspond to GI or planted inﬁltration LID techniques. If a diﬀerent subset of LID
is used while using the proposed approach, the co-beneﬁts should be selected to be compatible with
the actual co-beneﬁts of those LIDs.
To generate HHI, we did not standardize the data, and actual values with consistent dimensions
were used. Regarding the SEI and ENI, we standardized all criteria using the linear value scaling
method ranging between 0 and 1 (Equations (2) and (5)). This selection was based on several reasons:
the exact correlation between each single criterion and result (the decision which is going to be made)
is unknown. Despite that we know that each criterion has an increasing or decreasing inﬂuence on
the results, the exact linearity or nonlinearity of this change is not clearly proven. However, our
framework allows the end-user to select among other standardization methods, such as score range,
value function, utility function, probabilistic, and fuzzy. This selection, though should be based on the
expert judgment (as it was in [46]), which was recommended and performed in studies such as [95,96].
HHI in our proposed framework allows for estimating the relative rank of sites within multiple
study areas and comparing them. However, the ENI and SEI (so the LIDDI) only allow for ranking
sites within one study area. The reason is that criteria for developing HHI was not standardized and
actual values of data were used, whereas for ENI and SEI, all criteria were standardized. To cope with
this and to compare diﬀerent study areas, we investigated the possibility of using absolute global
minimum and maximum values for each ENI and SEI criterion with respect to standardized versions.
Standardization of data with respect to a global absolute value can allow the comparison of LIDDI
values of diﬀerent study areas. For the minimum value we found zero to be a rational value on a global
scale, and we applied it in the framework. However, our results demonstrated that ﬁnding a global
maximum value for most of criteria requires further research which is beyond the scope of the present
work and should be focused on in future work.
The weights used in the SAW hierarchical model for ENI and SEI in this research were chosen
based on the particular study area, team judgement, and expertise. However, as these weights are area
adjustable, we suggest generating the weights through a systematic process, such as the analytical
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hierarchy process (AHP) using weighting methods such as the pairwise comparison (PC) combined
with a method like Delphi, which relies on a panel of experts.
Also, the four criteria used for ENI and SEI, respectively, are not restricted to the criteria we
selected for this study: they can be customized according to the environmental and socioeconomic
concerns of the study area, and availability of data. They can be estimated and incorporated into HHI
using Equations (2) to (8). Note that future work should consider the correlation between the primary
and secondary beneﬁts, as well as between diﬀerent secondary beneﬁts. For example, biodiversity
and existing green spaces, or impervious areas or land-use and population density may be highly
correlated and their impacts should be quantiﬁed.
3. Results and Discussion
To evaluate the eﬀectiveness of the proposed framework, the three indices HHI, ENI, and SEI
were generated, followed by the SEENI and then the LIDDI for the City of Toronto. The resulting
maps are color-coded to show the gradient from lowest (green) to highest (red) demand of LID.
Additionally, the HHI map was compared to the historical ﬂood data and further validated against
a physically-based hydrological model, the Hydrologic Engineering Center-Hydrologic Modeling
System model (HEC-HMS) developed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers [97]—a commonly used
hydrological model. The results are presented, analyzed and discussed in this section.
3.1. HHI Map
The resulting HHI map is presented in Figure 3f, along with the data layers of the required
variables R, Ks , D, and S. The map of existing LID is included as well. Figure 3a shows that, overall, the
City of Toronto has a low Ks (and therefore a high LID demand) across the city, though there are some
high Ks areas in the eastern and western parts of the city. Figure 3b indicates a relatively low slope
for the city, with higher slopes located along river banks. Sites with slopes greater than 45 degrees
angles were excluded from potential LID sites. This was due to two reasons: ﬁrst, the maximum cut
slope that is stable long-term is 45 degrees [98]; second, to cope with the DEM data error, in which the
diﬀerence between the elevations of some new urban developments (such as bridges) and surrounding
areas were falsely estimated as a high slope. Figure 3c shows that D is higher at the same regions as
high Ks, except for northern part of the city. Figure 3d shows a 20 mm/hr diﬀerence in average rainfall
intensity across the city. Figure 3e shows the areas with existing tree canopies, which were eliminated
from potential areas for LID implementation and excluded from further analysis. As described earlier,
tree canopies were used as a proxy for existing GI due to the insuﬃcient data available.
By geospatial overlaying of all variables using Equation (1), the HHI map was generated, as
presented in Figure 3f. Comparing the HHI map Figure 3f with the input variable maps (Figure 3a–e),
high HHI areas are located in areas with low hydraulic conductivity (Ks ), high precipitation intensity
(R), low depths to restrictive layers (D), and high terrain slopes (S).
Assigning HHI values to an area allows ﬁltering or ranking sites by their runoﬀ generation
potential. The identiﬁcation of high HHI sites targets the main source of runoﬀ generation for LID
implementation, and thereby eﬀectively maximizes runoﬀ reduction. Furthermore, the HHI map can
show the relationship between historically ﬂood-prone areas and high HHI sites.
To demonstrate the application of ﬁltering cells with high HHI, we considered the highest 2.3%
of HHI (mean value plus two standard deviations of HHI) cells as the highest priority for LID
implementation within the region. For Toronto, these are sites with HHI values of 0.56 or greater (if
we linearly rescaled HHI in range 0–1). Figure 4 presents the map of these highest 2.3% HHI cells
and also contains TRCA’s data on historically ﬂood-vulnerable areas [99], shown in dashed circles.
The impact of upstream ﬂood sources (i.e., areas with high HHI) on downstream areas (the encircled
ﬂood-vulnerable areas) is evident, illustrating the usefulness and utility of the proposed HHI. This is
especially critical since signiﬁcant parts of the upstream Humber and Don Rivers are outside the study
area, and the contribution of these areas on downstream ﬂood generation must also be considered.
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Figure 3. Input variables: (a) hydraulic conductivity, Ks; (b) terrain slope, S; (c) depth to restrictive
layer, D; (d) rainfall intensity, R; (e) existing LID; and (f) the hydrological-hydraulic index (HHI) map
generated (in all maps, red color indicates high LID demand and green color indicates low LID demand).

From Figure 4, areas upstream of the ﬂood-prone one are often, though not always, associated
with higher HHIs. Downstream of the conﬂuence of the Don River branches, Figure 4 areas (a) and
(b) (East Don, West Don, and Taylor/Massey Creek) are historically vulnerable to ﬂooding. HHI
values suggest this vulnerability originates from the upstream East Don River and the main inlet
of Taylor/Massey Creek. However, high HHI areas of the western branch of the Don are lower and
are mostly concentrated on the central parts of the city, and may be the origin of the ﬂooding at
Figure 4 areas (a) and (c). In addition, upstream of areas (d) and (e) shows a high concentration of high
HHI values.
West of the Don watershed, the Humber watershed shows ﬂood-vulnerable areas along and
slightly east of the Black Creek River. High HHI sites are also seen along this branch (upstream of
areas (f), (g), and (h)), decreasing downstream towards the conﬂuence with Albion Creek (between
areas (h) and (i)). This is in contrast to the lower HHI areas along Albion Creek (downstream of the
area (k)), though there is a concentration of high HHI cells at the upstream and near (k).
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Figure 4. Top 2.3 percent ranked sites with a high standardized hydrological-hydraulic index (HHI) of
0.56 and greater (these areas are presented for each watershed within the study area) and the location
of historically ﬂood-vulnerable areas of the City of Toronto.

On the eastern part of the city, the Highland watershed also has ﬂood-vulnerable areas located
along all four branches of the main river (Malvern, Bendale, Dorset Park, and Centennial Creek), as
marked by (l), (m), (n), (o), and (p) in Figure 4. HHI results shows that upstream of each of these four
branches are areas with high values of HHI, and therefore, sources of runoﬀ generation. The resulting
HHI map combined with the historically ﬂood-vulnerable areas of the city demonstrates that the
HHI can successfully identify areas with high runoﬀ generation and its relationship to downstream
ﬂood-vulnerable clusters. Thus, the HHI is eﬀective in correlating the geographical locations of
potential sources of ﬂood to observed ﬂood locations.
The HHI results were then statistically analyzed for the entire study area and for each main
watershed. Segmenting Toronto by cells (5 by 5 m in size) resulted in 25.4 milion cells. By extracting
the cells without available data, water bodies and LID 17.9 million existing, potential LID cells remain.
The mean calculated, standardized HHI (if linearly rescaled between 0 and 1, which is not necessary
and we only performed it for comparison purposes) for all cells is 0.4 with a standard deviation of 0.079.
Figure 5 shows a plot of the HHI values versus the normalized count of cells within the entire study
area and each watershed. By investigating the watersheds individually, Figure 5 demonstrates that the
Don has the highest mean HHI of 0.427, whereas Etobicoke has the lowest mean HHI of 0.374. Thus, in
terms or runoﬀ generation potential, the HHI values for each watershed can show the relative demand
for LID in each watershed. In this case, the demand for LID in the Don (a highly urbanized watershed
and centrally located within the city) is highest, and it is lowest in Etobicoke. Further validation and
verﬁciation of the HHI is provided in Section 3.4, where the HHI for a site and is directly compared to
runoﬀ generation volumes from a hydrological model.
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Figure 5. Normalized frequencies of the hydrological-hydraulic index (HHI) within eight watersheds
and City of Toronto. Normalization of each watershed was performed by dividing the HHI frequency
of each watershed by its maximum HHI frequency.

The resulting HHI from geospatial analysis of physically-based processes is a quantiﬁcation of the
sources of runoﬀ generation. This allows decisions to be made about micro-scale sites (25 m2 ) within a
bigger macro-scale study area (630.2 km2 ). HHI highlights areas that contribute the most to ﬂooding;
here, high HHI areas are shown to produce ﬂood-vulnerable areas downstream. Selecting these sites
for LID implementation improves the eﬀectiveness of LID while eﬃciently allocating resources in
stormwater management.
3.2. ENI Map
To generate the ENI map for the City of Toronto, data for the four criteria (ENI1 to ENI4 ) were
collected, converted to raster format (gridded cells), and standardized (using Equations (2) and (3).
The resultant maps are presented in Figure 6. Figure 6a shows that the concentration of air pollution
(ENI1 ) is located at the central areas of Toronto. ENI2 (Figure 6b) indicates that Toronto contains four
diﬀerent ecozones with one being signiﬁcantly more dominant, covering the majority of the city. ENI3
(Figure 6c) shows the distance to rivers with river boundaries clearly noticeable. ENI4 (Figure 6d)
shows highly-developed areas while less developed areas are around rivers and green spaces. All four
layers (ENI1 to ENI4 ) were combined using the method described in Section 2.3 in order to generate
the ENI map (Figure 6e). The resultant ENI map assigned higher priorities to areas farthest from the
rivers, located in the central part of the city. The highest ENI are seen in the Waterfront, Humber, Don,
and western regions of the Highlands. The distribution of ENI demonstrates that distance to rivers
and pavements has a higher impact on the ﬁnal ENI value compared to air pollution and biodiversity;
this is primarily due to the insigniﬁcant variations among of these two criteria across the study area.
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Figure 6. Input environmental variables: (a) air pollution (ENI1 ), (b) biodiversity (ENI2 ), (c) distance to
rivers (ENI3 ), (d) distance to pavements (ENI4 ), and (e) the ENI map of City of Toronto we generated.
In all maps, a red color indicates high LID demand and green color indicates low LID demand.

3.3. SEI Map
To generate SEI, all four criteria maps (SEI1 to SEI4 ) were created from the raw data, standardized,
and overlain (Equations (4) and (5)). Each map is shown in Figure 7. SEI1 (Figure 7a) indicates that
the highest populated areas are located in Downtown Toronto. Similarly, multiple census tracts with
high population densities are scattered across the city. SEI2 (Figure 7b) shows that the LID demand
for green spaces is higher downtown. Other high priority areas that are scattered across the city
show impervious areas, some of which are used for industrial land. SEI3 (Figure 7c) shows a high
and evenly distributed pattern of educational institutes throughout the city. SEI3 (Figure 7d) shows
hospitals mostly concentrated on the south-western part of the city. All four maps that were generated
were overlain to generate the SEI map (Figure 7e) with highly urbanized areas showing the greatest
socioeconomic demands for LID.

37

Water 2019, 11, 2341




(a)

(b)

(d)


(c)

(e)

Figure 7. Socioeconomic variables: (a) population density, (b) distance to green area, (c) distance to
educational institutes, (d) distance to hospitals, and (e) the socioeconomic index (SEI) generated. In all
maps, red indicates high LID demand and green indicates low LID demand.

3.4. Validation of Indices
The HHI heuristic relationship was developed based on hydrological and hydraulic principles.
HHI is a GIS-based index representing the runoﬀ generation potential of each cell. Thus, HHI should
be able to rank various catchments with diﬀerent hydrological-hydraulic characteristics (R, D, Ks, and
S). To examine the HHI performance, we validated the HHI against a physically-based model for the
study region. Validation of ENI and SEI was not performed; the diﬃculties of validating these types of
indices and decision-making models makes doing so not always practical since these models do not
represent physical phenomena—which is discussed extensively in Kuller et al. [46].
The validation of HHI was done by comparing the results of HHI to HEC-HMS simulations.
A sensitivity analysis was conducted by calculating the HHI using extreme cases for each of the
variables used to develop the HHI (which are listed in Table 3) and running the HEC-HMS model for
the same values. A combinatorics approach was used to deﬁne 16 variants of catchments (or scenarios)
and these are illustrated in Figure 8.
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Table 3. Variable values considered for 16 scenarios.
Variable

Low

High

R (mm/h)
D (mm)
Ks (mm/h)
S (m/m)

50 1
0
0.3
0.0001

220
24000 2
117.8
0.15 3

1 Minimum R was not considered zero, allowing for generating a low amount of runoﬀ. 2 The maximum D layer
was selected according to maximum D of the study area. 3 The maximum S was considered to be 0.15 (=tan 9◦ ),
which is the greatest maximum proposed slope for all types of LID [57].

Figure 8. The 16 scenarios considered based on combinatorics concept.

The hydrographs from HEC-HMS for all 16 scenarios were created and normalized and each
scenario was ranked based on the peak ﬂow and ﬂow volume. On the other hand, the HHIs were
calculated for all 16 scenarios as well, and subsequently, these scenarios were ranked based on the HHI
values. Results from both methods were compared and contrasted and are presented in Figure 9.
The methods show near identical results, with the exception of scenarios 9, 11, and 13. As expected,
Sc10, Sc12, and Sc14 (high R and S, and low Ks , or D) show the highest potential for runoﬀ generation,
whereas Sc07 and Sc08 (low R and S, and high Ks and D) do not generate any runoﬀ. HHI values
are lower than the HEC-HMS values only for the ﬂatter catchments, which was expected. Since HHI
accounts for slope, runoﬀ volume, and peak ﬂow, the HHIs of steep catchments were expected to be
higher than the HHI of catchments with low slop. Thus, the ﬂat catchments should be considered
lower priority than steeper catchments with other parameters being identical. This demonstrates how
HHI is incorporates the slope with the peak ﬂow and runoﬀ volume in order to rank each scenario.
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Figure 9. Comparison of HHI with the Hydrologic Engineering Center-Hydrologic Modeling System
model (HEC-HMS) for 16 extreme scenarios.

The hydrographs of each catchment were compared in the following criteria: peak ﬂow, runoﬀ
volume, and time of concentration, as shown in Figure 10. From this ﬁgure, the normalized hydrographs
show approximately three types of runoﬀ volume: high, medium, and low peaks. The rankings
obtained from Figure 9 are identical to the rankings obtained from HHI. The highest peaks are also
the scenarios that obtained high HHI rankings. Within each grouping, the scenarios with the steeper
slopes but similar other variables are ranked higher than those with lower slopes. From the agreement
between the HHI and HEC-HMS, HHI demonstrates its capability to rank scenarios based on the
hydrological and hydraulic demands, using publicly-available geospatial data and geospatial analysis.
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Figure 10. The normalized hydrograph of all 16 catchments resulted from modelling in the Hydrologic
Engineering Center-Hydrologic Modeling System model (HEC-HMS).

3.5. LIDDI Map
To generate the LIDDI map, the SEENI was ﬁrst calculated by combining SEI and ENI (Equation
(6)), as presented in Figure 11. SEENI was then overlain with HHI (Equation (7)) to generate the LIDDI
map, presented in Figure 12a. Values of LIDDI range from 0 to 1.62, with a mean of 0.63 and standard
deviation of 0.125. The top 2.3% represent sites with values greater than two standard deviations are
those with an LIDDI value of 0.88 or greater, as shown in Figure 12b.
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Figure 11. The generated socioeconomic-environmental index (SEENI) map resulting from geospatial
overlaying of the environmental index (ENI) and socioeconomic index (SEI).



(a)

(b)

Figure 12. (a) The LID demand index (LIDDI) map generated from geospatial overlaying the
socioeconomic-environmental index (SEENI) and the hydrological-hydraulic index (HHI); (b) the top
2.3 percent of sites ranked by the highest demand for LID.

By comparing the map shown in Figure 12 (b) with the HHI map shown in Figure 4, the inﬂuence
of SEENI on HHI can be observed. In particular, they show the sites that were excluded (or included)
due to the lack of consideration for the socioeconomic and environmental demands (i.e., the impact of
SEI and ENI or overall LID demand) that would have otherwise been obtained from SEENI.
To clearly demonstrate this, two regions with low and high values of SEENI are shown in Figure 13.
Figure 13 shows HHI overlain with LIDDI. In Figure 13 (c) (area with high SEENI), the cells that were
previously excluded as high priority under HHI, are now included as priority under LIDDI, as shown
in red. In contrast, in the low SEENI regions (Figure 13 (b)), cells that were ranked as high priority
under HHI are now excluded from high LIDDI, as shown in blue.

41

Water 2019, 11, 2341

(a)

(b)

(c)

Figure 13.
The eﬀect of the socioeconomic-environmental index (SEENI) on (a) the
hydrological-hydraulic index (HHI); and the changing in LIDDI for low and high SEENI areas:
(b) the Toronto Zoo area (low SEENI); (c) the area around CN Tower in downtown Toronto (high
SEENI area).

The LIDDI map allows visualization of the LID demand across a study area, which would
otherwise be a complex geospatial problem. The results of this framework allow decision-makers
to observe the main sources of ﬂooding with consideration of the socioeconomic and environmental
factors using a physics-based, robust, and easily-implementable index, the HHI. The distribution of
LIDDI across the study area helps to visualize the need for LID in diﬀerent regions in a large-scale
study area. This visualization provides users with a simple expression of a complex and multi-criterion
geospatial problem: it highlights the connections between the sources of runoﬀ generation, ﬂood prone
areas, and areas that need higher socioeconomic and environmental beneﬁts of LID. In addition, the
LIDDI allows us to ﬁlter top-ranked sites for implementing LID. Thus, with limited time and ﬁnancial
resources, the presence of such a tool can saves our resources while it maximizes the beneﬁts of LID.
4. Conclusions
In this research, a physically-based geospatial framework was developed to identify sites with
the highest LID demand in terms of their ﬂood generation potential, along with socioeconomic
and environmental factors. To develop this framework, hydrological-hydraulic, socioeconomic,
and environmental criteria were identiﬁed and generated using publicly-available geospatial data.
Through geospatial analysis and the SAW method within a hierarchical decision-making model,
the variables were overlaid, resulting in three diﬀerent indices: HHI, ENI, and SEI. These indices
rank the sites based on the demand or need for LID with respect to each index. By combining
these indices, a LID demand index (LIDDI) was generated, which ranks the sites based on HHI,
ENI, and SEI, and identiﬁes locations where LID should be installed to meet the multiple objectives

42

Water 2019, 11, 2341

(hydrological-hydraulic, environmental, and socioeconomic). A heuristic equation was created to
develop the hydrological-hydraulic index (HHI). To validate this equation and the HHI, we compared
the results against a hydrological model (HEC-HMS) and the historically ﬂood-vulnerable locations
within the study area.
The proposed framework was applied to the City of Toronto. The results show that the framework
for generating LIDDI has multiple advantages. It addresses the lack of a systematic geospatial
allocation of LID methods that are based on hydraulic and hydrological principles, and includes
environmental and socioeconomic factors. This helps ﬂood mitigation strategies in future land-use
planning by allowing the decision-makers to rank the sites based on their demand for LID rather
than using an ad hoc approach. Furthermore, this framework was speciﬁcally developed for LID
runoﬀ management objectives, unlike some other existing frameworks, which were adapted from
other objectives (e.g., water quality). Thus, many processes and beneﬁts directly associated with LID
are considered in the framework we propose. The three indices can also be used separately if only one
aspect (hydrological, environmental, or socioeconomic) is needed. Moreover, publicly-available data
was used for the geospatial analysis, which allows for the wide-use of our proposed framework. There is
no limitation on the scale of the study area; modelling of a micro-scale, meso-scale, and macro-scale
study areas are all possible. Unlike previous studies where multiple mathematical limitations exist
for the physically-based index (HHI), the proposed framework does not require modiﬁcation or
customization to use raw input data for this index. Thus, the actual values of all input data layers can
be used as input data. Finally, the proposed framework is generalized to be applicable in any study area
or region of interest. The framework can be used to develop strategies for future ﬂood risk attenuation,
stormwater management, urban development and planning, retroﬁtting stormwater infrastructure, or
developing cost-eﬀective development plans. In particular, it supports spatial decision-making and
ﬂood-risk reduction strategies, and enhances the overall eﬀectiveness of LID practices.
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Abstract: The inﬂuence of climatic variables and land use on fecal coliform (FC) levels in stormwater
collected from outfalls throughout southern Vancouver Island between 1995 and 2011 are examined
through statistical analyses, Fourier analysis, Multiple Linear Regression (LR) and Multivariate
Logistic Regression (MLR). Kendall’s τ-b demonstrated that FC levels were signiﬁcantly and positively
correlated with the amount of residential area within a drainage catchment generating the runoﬀ,
and that FC levels were location dependent. Climatic variables of temperature and antecedent dry
period length were signiﬁcantly and positively correlated with FC levels at both the sampling location
level and across the region overall. Precipitation and ﬂowrates were negatively correlated with FC
levels. Fourier analysis showed that monthly FC levels shared the same 12 month cycle (peaking
in July) as precipitation and temperature. MLR modelling was applied by aggregating the LogFC
data by order of magnitude. The MLR model shows that the data are subject to diﬀerent inﬂuences
depending on the season and as well, the month of the year. The land use and climate analyses
suggest that future climate change impact studies attempted on nearshore bacterial water quality
should be conducted at the urban catchment scale.
Keywords: stormwater quality; fecal coliforms; Vancouver Island; nearshore areas; bacteria loading;
multinomial logistic regression; periodicity analysis; land use impacts; climate impacts

1. Introduction
Contaminates transported through stormwater runoﬀ to coastal waters can pose a potential risk
to public health and the environment [1]. Furthermore, the stormwater drainage system can also
be contaminated by sewage through inﬁltration or unintended connections with sewer systems and
poorly maintained in-ground sewage disposal systems [2]. Contaminated stormwater runoﬀ will often
contain excessive levels of bacterial contaminants, which are directly related to disease outbreaks
and adverse impacts to aquatic life [3,4]. Therefore, many municipalities will monitor and manage
stormwater quality for both health and environmental concerns. Fecal coliforms (FC) have historically
been used as a fecal indicator to indicate the presence of microbial contamination in surface and ground
waters [5,6]. Since they are considered as an indicator of surface water quality and safety, FC is often
selected for monitoring in those water quality monitoring programs concerned with microbial loading.
Microbially contaminated water can be a serious source of intestinal disease through ingestion, or
exposure through bathing or by consuming contaminated shellﬁsh [7]. Factors that could aﬀect fecal
indicator bacteria levels have been investigated in the literature [8–10]. Sewage overﬂow, wildlife
and stormwater runoﬀ from urban and agricultural land use are important sources of fecal coliform
aﬀecting water quality [11,12]. Non-point urban and agricultural land use zones have signiﬁcant
impacts on water quality and produce a large number of fecal bacteria conveyed to water bodies [13,14].
Water 2019, 11, 2451; doi:10.3390/w11122451

49

www.mdpi.com/journal/water

Water 2019, 11, 2451

As well, climatic variables like precipitation and wet seasons in a region are suggested to have a
positive correlation with the concentration of fecal bacteria in the surface waters [15–17].
There are a variety of studies looking at stormwater generated microbial loadings and how they
are inﬂuenced by climatic variables. Henry et al. [18] found rainfall within the 24 h preceding sampling
was found to be correlated with incidence of fecal matter, however, absence of rainfall was also
signiﬁcantly tied the incidence of fecal matter depending on the location. The length of the period over
which precipitation was computed for determining correlations with fecal contamination, impacted
whether the correlations were positive, negative, signiﬁcant, or had no impact [19–23]. Seasonal
variations in the correlations computed for fecal indicators versus temperature, precipitation and
antecedent dry period length were observed in several studies [21,24,25] but generally, temperature was
positively correlated with indicator bacteria concentrations [26], and precipitation was also positively
correlated [20,22]. McCarthy et al. [27] found that E. coli (EC) levels were highly correlated to antecedent
climatic parameters but like [26], found they were less correlated to hydrologic parameters such as
runoﬀ and suggested that EC concentrations “were not prone to displaying a ﬁrst ﬂush eﬀect”, which is
in contrast to other studies in which fecal coliforms peaked after storm events [28]. Solar intensity was
also seen to have a negative correlation with EC [29]. The additional inﬂuence of spatial location in
analyses examining climatic inﬂuences on fecal contamination was observed in several studies [30,31]
with Vermeulen and Hofstra [31] suggesting that the great variability among location characteristics
helped to explain variations in E. coli levels in their study. All of these studies vary extensively by how
strongly or weakly correlations are seen between bacteria loading and climate variables, as well as to
the way the variable is constructed. That is, depending on whether precipitation is measured during a
rain event, on the day of sampling, or averaged over a 3 day period over which the sampling took place,
produced variations in results. This suggests that the scale of the climate variable matters as much in
the research as the climatic variable itself (whether temperature, precipitation, solar radiation, etc.).
Spatial inﬂuence studies in the literature include several works stating that the contamination
in coastal water quality is caused by the combined eﬀects of human activity and environmental
factors in coastal areas [28,32]. The accumulated fecal coliform can be transported into nearshore
ocean regions from direct runoﬀ or sewage overﬂow during storm events [33,34] in combined sewer
systems. Mallin et al. [35] showed that watershed population and watershed size were signiﬁcantly
related to average fecal coliform levels, with the strongest relationships for percentage of impervious
surface and fecal coliform levels. Jent et al [19] found that in non-dry periods, fecal contamination
was signiﬁcantly correlated with agricultural land use, while Tiefenthaler et al. [21] showed that mean
EC were signiﬁcantly greater in developed watersheds than undeveloped watersheds. Similarly,
Vitro et al. [36] found that road network density was associated with increasing fecal coliform levels but
housing unit density had a signiﬁcantly negative relationship with FC levels; Paule-Mercado et al. [25]
found the highest FC concentrations were also found in urban areas versus agricultural areas. Delpla
and Rodriguez [37] showed that FC were signiﬁcantly and positively correlated with urban and
agricultural land, but forests were negatively correlated. FC concentration was found to be signiﬁcantly
and positively correlated with urban land use in even low percentages of urbanization [38]. Additional
studies [20,22] found higher fecal indicator bacteria concentrations in urban sites over forested sites.
The literature suggests that urban areas provide higher bacterial loads in comparison to undeveloped
green spaces, and agricultural lands also contribute higher bacterial loads than green spaces.
Other studies have gone a step further in attempts to mathematically model bacteria levels as a
function of land-use or climatic variables in order to provide insight into the relationships. Wu et al. [23]
used logistic regression modelling and showed that EC presence was signiﬁcantly and positively
associated with developed area but negatively associated with agricultural area. Multivariable logistic
regression models were used to show that increases in the number of heavy rain days signiﬁcantly
increased the likelihood of the presence of EC and that EC was also likely to be detected with
increases in mean temperature. Cha et al. [24] developed a model using Bayesian regression that used
meteorological and land-use characteristics to estimate FC concentrations. The modelling was used
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to provide predictions in FC increases given temperature increases. Galﬁ et al. [39] used PCA and
cluster analysis to ﬁnd correlation patterns and found that signiﬁcant climatic variables for inﬂuencing
indicator bacteria levels varied among catchments as well as seasonally. St. Laurent and Mazumder [38]
used a classiﬁcation tree to better understand the inﬂuence of land use on FC levels. A common
aspect of all of these modelling studies is that they use data-driven, stochastic methods for modelling.
This is reasonable as causal mechanisms are diﬃcult to capture and physically based models may be
onerous to implement when simply attempting to determine climatic inﬂuences on FC concentrations.
Examples of sophisticated, physically-based models in the literature that predict bacterial levels as
a function of environmental parameters include [29,40], but both look at transport in river systems.
The latter did note that the sparsity in the time series of bacteria concentrations adversely aﬀected the
modelling [40].
The Capital Regional District (CRD) of southern Vancouver Island is a government body
representing 13 municipalities and three electoral areas. The core area of CRD has approximately
270,000 people and 27,600 hectares including residential, industrial, commercial, institutional and
agriculture regions. The area has approximately 8350 properties with onsite sewage disposal and
with others connected to a sewer system [2]. The CRD assists these municipalities in developing
their stormwater management plans and infrastructure, as well as water quality monitoring for these
municipalities. Coastal water quality has been a critical issue worldwide for nearshore inhabited
regions and the CRD is no exception. Coastal water quality is known to be aﬀected by natural
and human factors includes runoﬀ, sewage wastewater, land reclamation and climate change [41].
The implementation of monitoring programs is necessary and critical in managing coastal water
contamination [42,43]. The CRD collects pollutant levels (including fecal coliforms) within stormwater
pipes, streams and nearshore areas throughout the CRD, with an interest in identifying hotspots
and remediating those areas of highest priority. This process includes collecting water samples and
analyzing for fecal coliform bacteria in the sample. The collected data are used to estimate and analyze
the distribution of microbial contamination and any possible public health concerns. This allows the
jurisdictions involved to undertake remedial measures where most needed. Currently, the sampling
frequency is regulated primarily by cost and capacity but increased sampling strategies are advised for
locations exceeding a certain threshold. Given that fecal coliform contamination in stormwater runoﬀ
is directly inﬂuenced by climate and watershed properties [10,13,44], a regular sampling scheme that
does not consider climate and weather will likely miss peaks in contamination.
The literature shows some consensus on the impact of land use on bacteria levels but the inﬂuence
of climate variables remains contentious, particularly where the study focuses on stormwater runoﬀ
generation. Much of what is observed is likely due to site speciﬁcity and the scale of the sampling and
analysis [40,45]. If agricultural areas are absent from the drainage area, bacteria loads in stormwater
runoﬀ generation are believed to be low and are thus, highly aﬀected by sampling plans, which tend
to be sparse and intermittent. Thus, stormwater speciﬁc data sets tend to be limited in terms of
sampling period, length of database in time and extent over space, and therefore, the insight they can
provide on environmental inﬂuences is limited. This often drives researchers to turn to data-driven
methods [23,24,38,39,46,47] to provide insight but these methods are not unaﬀected by the temporal
and spatial scale of the sampling and analysis.
Given the extensive monitoring network developed by the CRD, the objectives of this work are
to determine if the fecal coliform data collected by the CRD during its regular monitoring program
are inﬂuenced by local weather and land use; what insights arise from the scale of the collection and
variable (fecal coliforms in this research) studied, and in particular, whether data-driven methods
are able to provide insights into the causal mechanisms behind the observations. With the outcomes,
the monitoring program can be modiﬁed to improve sampling statistics and possibly indicate the
impacts of climate change on bacterial loads in the future.
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2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Study Area
The study area is located on the southeastern core area of the CRD between latitudes 48◦ 29 57.3”
N and 48◦ 24 02.2” N, and longitudes 123◦ 26 26.3” W and 123◦ 15 40.4” W. Shown in Figure 1, the study
area forms part of the “core area” of the CRD and is approximately 15,000 hectares in size and spanning
six municipalities, two First Nations, federal, provincial, regional, and municipal parkland. Land use
in the core includes residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, and agricultural activities and
is shown in Figure 2b. The region lies within the Coast Mountains and Islands physiographic region,
and contains a number of watersheds of variable size, some natural and some urbanized, draining to
the coastline through stormwater drainage systems or creeks and rivers. Within the Georgia Depression
Ecozone, the Biogeoclimatic zone is Coastal Douglas Fir, which experiences mean annual temperatures
of almost 10 ◦ C and mean annual precipitation of over 1000 mm annually [48]. The mean coldest
month is January with average temperatures of around 3 ◦ C and the mean warmest month is in July,
which averages roughly 17 ◦ C. This mild climate experiences on average 204 frost-free days per year.
While weather systems in British Columbia are highly impacted by elevation changes, the elevation
change in the study region is less than 50 m. Rainfall systems for this area tend to form in the north
Paciﬁc and move easterly across the mountain range running down the center of the island. The process
leads to greater rainfall on the western side of the Island and less on the leeward side (eastern side)
resulting in a rain shadow for the study area because it is on the eastern side of the Island [48]. Rainfall
is higher in the winter months and leads to stormwater runoﬀ draining through the natural portions
of the watershed (see Figure 2a) or through the stormwater minor drainage system and pipe system
to end up discharged to the coastal harbors shown in Figure 1. Soils in the overburden above rock
formations in pervious areas are generally Distric Brunisol [48] soil type within the Luvisolic soils
group, which are typically well draining.

Figure 1. Location of sampling sites and meteorological stations along Nearshore Areas of Southern
Vancouver Island. Municipal boundaries are marked with a solid dark line.
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(a)

(b)
Figure 2. (a) Watershed map in Capital Region District; (b) Land-use map in Capital Region District.

2.2. Database Construction
The fecal coliform samples were collected from stormwater outfalls along the coastline of Esquimalt,
Victoria, Oak Bay, and Saanich, and analyzed by the Stormwater, Harbours and Watersheds Program
(SHWP) from 1995 to 2011. The database contains in total 6112 sampling data (N = 6112) from over 480
unique sampling locations. Stormwater samples for most stations were collected from each discharge
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point once during January to April (wet season) and once during June to September (dry season);
although, there are data in all months of the year for most years in the database. Stormwater ﬂows
were sampled by land or boat at the point of discharge before going into the ocean to avoid unwanted
ﬂows. The sampling process attempts to avoid ﬁrst ﬂush conditions in order to reduce the chances of
an unusual result. The measurements are also compared to historical results where the discharge is
ﬂagged for resampling outside the usual sampling period in the case of an unusually high observation.
Thus for some years, there are data points for all 12 months [2].
A series of statistical tests were conducted on the data to determine which methods should be
used in the analysis. The Kolmogorov–Smirnov test for normality showed that the fecal coliform
data are not normally distributed and are highly right-skewed. In order to reduce the skewness and
kurtosis, the fecal coliform (FC) data were log base10 transformed but the Kolmogorov–Smirnov test
again rejected a normal distribution assumption for LogFC. All further analyses are conducted on
FC data that are above a recreational water quality guideline of 200 CFU/100 mL [49] because data
lower than this limit are not of concern in the environment. Restricting the database to values equal to,
and above this limit resulted in a database of 2749 individual data observations over the 17 year period.
Contamination by sewage is considered an important factor causing high fecal coliform levels
in waterbodies in many previous studies [11,12]. The report from SHWP also comments on the
presence of sewage odors when a sample is taken, or other related problems. As a large amount of
fecal bacteria exist in sewage wastewater, sewage cross-connections or inﬁltration can cause seriously
adverse impacts. Therefore, non-parametric ANOVA is used to investigate if a signiﬁcant diﬀerence
exists in fecal coliform levels between the “sewage odor” identiﬁed stormwater samples and no odor
stormwater samples. Sewage presence analysis was performed using the Kruskal Wallis Test and
showed that the group of sewage-related samples (from odor detection) were signiﬁcantly diﬀerent
from the group of regular samples with p-value = 0.000; the sewage-related samples have much higher
levels of FC. There were 384 sewage-related samples. Since the focus of this study is stormwater that is
not impacted by sewage, these data were removed from the ﬁnal database used in the analysis. The
frequency histogram of the ﬁnal database is shown in Figure 3.
300
250

Frequency
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100
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0
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LogFC

Figure 3. Histogram of cleaned LogFC data. The bin value indicates upper limit of that bin.

Daily historical data for this study were obtained from Environment Canada. The four weather
stations selected in the CRD area, and shown in Figure 1, include the Esquimalt Harbour weather
station, Victoria University CS weather station, Victoria Gonzales CS weather station and Victoria
Francis Park weather station. Daily temperature and precipitation measured from 1995 to 2011 are used
to check the relationship between bacterial contamination and meteorological variables. An average of
the data from the four stations was computed and used in the analyses. Monthly climatic data averaged
over the 17 years of collection were also generated for use in the periodicity analysis. In addition,
cloud cover ratio data for the Victoria area were derived from Environment Canada, 1981–2010 station
data for the study area. The watershed information shown in Figure 2a was obtained from the CRD
and the land use information (Figure 2b) was obtained from Natural Resources Canada.
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ArcGIS was used to visually explore the logarithm of the geometric mean of fecal coliform data
above the regulated threshold of 200 CFU/100 mL collected within and adjacent to nearshore areas in
the study region. The spatial distribution of bacterial contamination is visualized using the Kernel
Density [50] which calculates the density of points in a region for each cell multiplied by the unit area.
This map can provide a visual summary of the spatial distribution of fecal coliform data across the
region as well as suggest any “hot spots”. Figure 4 shows the areas determined as hot spots with high
fecal coliform levels. The areas with deeper shading, indicating higher levels of FC are seen near the
Victoria downtown, Esquimalt and the eastern shore area of Oak Bay. The southern shore of Oak Bay
and the northeastern shores of Victoria have relatively lower pollution levels. The density map was
also used to select hot-spot stations for further analysis (also shown in Figure 4). The ﬁve stations
shown were selected to span the visually obvious areas of high FC levels, but also were stations that
had consistent data collection over the period. The hot spots are located in the densely populated
residential areas, which suggest that the source of fecal coliform is likely from urban activities. These
ﬁve stations are further studied in the temporal analysis section.

,ŽƚƐƉŽƚƐ
^ĂŵƉůŝŶŐ^ŝƚĞƐ
tĂƚĞƌƐŚĞĚŽƵŶĚĂƌŝĞƐ

Figure 4. Density map based on the LogFC value of samples. Density values shown in the legend are
in units of km2 .

For determining relationships between these data and climatic variables, correlations are computed
between the data and several independent variables: 7, 3, 2 and 1-day rainfall totals preceding, or on
the day of sampling; 7, 3, 2 and 1-day mean temperature; maximum temperature and minimum
temperature preceding, or on the day of sampling; mean monthly cloud cover ratio; antecedent dry
period length preceding the day of sampling, and ﬂowrate measured at or close to the sampling location.
Spatially distributed variables considered are watershed drainage area leading to the sampling point
and land use in that drainage area, which is divided into residential use and green spaces.
2.3. Data Exploration and Analysis Methods
IBM SPSS, MATLAB and MS Excel are used in the statistical analyses and exploration of the data.
To investigate trends and periodicity, dependent variables such as LogFCi,j , are distinguished here
from independent variables (such as air temperature and precipitation), where i represents the date
collected and j indicates the station number. Other dependent variables used in this research include,
the monthly (m) average of the log-transformed fecal coliform values, LogFCy,m in each year y over
the 17 year period for all stations combined; and the 17 year average by month, log-transformed fecal
coliform values (LogFCm ) is also considered. The geometric mean of the FCi,j values in the averaging
period are computed ﬁrst, then log transformed.
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2.3.1. Periodicity and Fourier Analysis
Periodicity investigations [51] can provide insight into seasonal inﬂuences on the temporal
distribution of bacterial contamination, and seasonality has already been shown to inﬂuence results in
the literature. The data are imported into MATLAB for periodicity analysis in which Fourier analysis
is conducted to investigate peaks, periodic cycles and potential models. In a periodicity analysis using
Fourier models, the following equation is ﬁtted to the LogFCy,m versus a year-month index spanning
from 1 to n = 204 (equal to 17 years of 12 month data), and to LogFCm versus m (n = 12) with the
following equation:
n

f (xt ) = a0 +

n

ai cos(iωt) +
i=1

bi sin(iωt)

(1)

i=1

where a0 ; ai ; bi are Fourier coeﬃcients, and f (xt ) is the predicted value of variable xt at time t.
The fundamental frequency ω is equal to 2π/T in which T is the period of the signal. The climate data
are also investigated with this function in order to determine if the periods in the climate data are
similar to the periods in LogFCy,m and LogFCm .
2.3.2. Temporal Trends and Correlations between Variables
The overall correlations between LogFCi,j and independent variables are analyzed to determine the
inﬂuence of each variable toward the level of bacterial contamination using Kendall’s τ-b for non-normal
distributions. While, Kendall’s τ-b and the commonly used Spearman’s ρ produce similar values much
of the time, Kendall’s test provides better explanations for non-linear correlations as compared to
Spearman’s test [52]. The data observed at the hot-spot stations are also tested for correlations with the
independent variables. Correlations are computed between LogFCi,j and the following independent
variables: 7-day total precipitation (P7), 3-day total precipitation (P3), 2-day total precipitation (P2),
precipitation (P), 7-day average temperature (T7), 3-day average temperature (T3), 2-day average
temperature (T2), mean temperature (Tmean ), maximum temperature (Tmax ), minimum temperature
(Tmin ), antecedent dry period length (tdry ), watershed area (WA), residential area (RA), greenspace area
(GA), cloud cover (CC), and ﬂow rate at discharge (FR).
2.3.3. Regression Modelling
Depending on the outcomes of the correlation analysis and periodicity analysis with Fourier
modelling, multivariate linear regression (LR) is attempted to provide the best (in terms of coeﬃcient
of determination R2 ) model possible given all the temporal data. The equations for an LR model are
well known and not repeated here. In addition, Multinomial Logistic Regression modelling (MLR) is
also used to explore other potential prediction models based on the limitations of LR. MLR is a method
similar to LR but has the added advantage of not being constrained by several assumptions including
that the independent variables must be statistically independent (although collinearity should not
be great). In addition, the dependent variable may be a categorical or nominal value [53]. This was
intentionally chosen because of the incredible variance in the data of FCij across the entire database
of 17 years, which is also true of LogFCij . By using categories of LogFCij determined by the order of
magnitude of the LogFCij value, this method can provide insight into how well individual parameters
work to inﬂuence observed levels of LogFC, and if predictions on the likelihood of a LogFC value being
observed at a certain level are possible based on climatic observations. This method is considered
a classiﬁcation method that relates a linear prediction function to the “logit” g(x) with n number of
predictors x (x = x1 , x2 , . . . , xn ) such that [53]:
g(x) = β0 + β1 x1 + β2 x2 + . . . + βn xn
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and the conditional probability that the outcome Y is present is Pr(Y = 1|x) = π and,
π =

e g(x)

(3)

1 + e g(x)

Thus, the model attempts to compute the odds, or likelihood of observing a value associated with
a certain level or class. The application of the MLR model was conduct with SPSS which also provides
measures of (1) model ﬁtting information (in the form of a X2 test that compares the model to a −2 Log
Likelihood model) such that the model is signiﬁcant if the p-value is <0.05; (2) goodness of ﬁt (also
at 0.05 level) relative to a baseline null model; (3) the likelihood ratio tests in which the signiﬁcance
of each predictor is rated as having a signiﬁcant inﬂuence on the classiﬁcation if the p-value is <0.05;
(4) model coeﬃcients; (5) performance in each class or level between the observed and predicted values
(as a percent) as well as the overall percent performance; and (6) three Pseudo R2 values that provide a
measure of model performance [54].
In such a model, the choice of levels or classes is important. If too few classes are chosen that are
too gross with little discretization, the model will perform perfectly as there are few “choices” to make,
even though the model ﬁt may not be signiﬁcant. If there are too many classes, the model performance
is poor. The application of this model will be on the order of magnitude of the LogFC values instead
of the actual values because the actual values would create too many classes. MLR models will be
developed for all of LogFCi,j , LogFCy,m and for values of LogFCi,j at hotpsots but the “values” will now
be one of 11 possible classes created as the order of the LogFCij value: 2, 2.7 (representing 500 CFU/100
mL), 3, 3.7, 4, 4.7, 5, 5.7, 6, 6.7, 7, etc. The FCi,j values were rounded up to the nearest order of magnitude
(thus, values greater than 500 CFU/100 mL, for example, would be rounded up to 1000 CFU/100 mL),
then log transformed before placing them into a class. For LogFCi,j , no intermediate classes beyond the
order (i.e., no value of 2.7 for example) are chosen so there are only six classes.
It should be noted that this method has no equivalent to R2 such as that which can be computed
for a linear regression model; thus, researchers have devised what are known as Pseudo-R2 values,
with SPSS reporting three diﬀerent types. Since all three provide similar values, the ﬁrst reported,
which is the Cox and Snell value, is given in this study and is computed as:
Pseudo − R2 = 1 −

L0
LM

2/N
(4)

where N are the number of observations in the dataset, L0 is likelihood of a model with no predictors
and LM is the likelihood of the model being assessed. Great care must be taken when using this value to
make interpretations. Firstly, a perfect prediction does not produce a value of 1 as in R2 , but instead for
Cox and Snell’s Pseudo-R2 , a perfect model performance would give a value less than 1. The literature
has reported that a value close to 0.2 is considered a “good model” [55]. Since great care must be taken
in the interpretation of this performance metric, MLR model performances are compared as opposed to
examining the Pseudo-R2 value in isolation. This is suﬃcient for understanding the relative inﬂuence
of climate variables on predictions in an eﬀort to gain knowledge where signiﬁcant correlation analysis
is lacking.
3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Periodicity and Fourier Models
Figure 5a,b show the time series of LogFCy,m and the average precipitation and average temperature
in the corresponding month, along with the best ﬁtted series for each variable. Figure 6 shows three
panels with the average monthly data (LogFCm is shown in Figure 6c) over all 17 years. Fourier series
models describing the ﬁtted curves are also shown. Table 1 shows the Fourier coeﬃcients and the
RMSE and R2 values for the best ﬁt models. Higher order harmonics were attempted until R2 values
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ceased to increase. For Py,m and LogFCy,m , a simple, one harmonic best ﬁts the data although the
RMSE is high. For temperature, Ty,m , an 8 harmonic Fourier model ﬁt the temperature function for this
area over the 17 year period extremely well. The lower harmonics did not produce nearly as good an
R2 value.

Figure 5. (a) Monthly climate variables and best ﬁt Fourier series; and (b) LogFCy,m data with ﬁtted
Fourier series model.
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Figure 6. (a) Monthly temperature averaged over the entire 17 year period with ﬁtted Fourier model
shown as the solid line; (b) monthly averaged precipitation with Fourier model; (c) LogFCm with ﬁtted
Fourier model and (d) PTR versus month with ﬁtted Fourier model.

The non-uniform sampling schedule can lead to an inconsistent number of samples collected in
each month, which can lead to a skewed data set in favour of times in the year when samples are
taken [51]. As in [51], the positive test ratio (PTR) is considered in order to screen out the inﬂuence
of the number of tests taken in any given month or season. PTR is the number of cases above the
regulation limit 200 CFU/100 ml divided by the number of total cases in each month of the 17 years.
Figure 6 shows the Pm , Tm , PTR and LogFCm data with ﬁtted Fourier models. Information on the ﬁtted
models are given in Table 1.
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Table 1. Fourier Coeﬃcients.
Model

Variable and Fourier Model

Adj. R2

RMSE

1

Monthly temperature (t = y, m): = 10.72 +
0.03cos(0.07t) + 0.41sin(0.07t) − 0.19cos(0.14t) −
0.16sin(0.14t) − 0.12cos(0.21t) + 0.05sin(0.21t) −
0.21cos(0.28t) + 0.12sin(0.28t) + 0.10cos(0.35t) +
0.08sin(0.35t) − 0.14cos(0.42t) − 0.07sin(0.42t) −
0.15cos(0.49t) − 0.21sin(0.49t) + 4.261cos(0.56t) +
3.648sin(0.56t)

0.93

1.13 ◦ C

2

Monthly precipitation (t = y, m): = 40.6 −
9.273cos(0.48t) + 13.32sin(0.48t)

0.92

15.17 mm

3

LogFCy,m = 3.547 + 0.11cos(0.52t) + 0.11sin(0.52t)

0.92

0.13

4

Mean monthly temperature (t = m) = 10.96 −
3.41cos(0.56t) − 4.371sin(0.56t) −0.52cos(1.12t) +
0.26sin(1.12t)

0.99

0.16 ◦ C

5

Mean monthly precipitation (t = m) = 59.06 +
48.6cos(0.59t) + 3.97sin(0.59t) + 24.07cos(1.18t) +
7.43sin(1.18t) + 13.69cos(1.77t) + 5.3sin(1.77t)

0.92

13.95 mm

6

Log FCm = 3.44 − 0.6cos(0.6t) − 0.12sin(0.6t) +
0.11cos(1.2t) + 0.01sin(1.2t) + 0.09cos(1.8t) +
0.02sin(1.8t)

0.69

0.08

7

PTR = 0.59 + 0.01cos(0.55t) + −0.07sin(0.55t) +
0.08cos(1.1t) − 0.02sin(1.1t) + 0.02cos(1.65t) −
0.03sin(1.65t)

0.67

0.05

In interpreting these values, what’s important is the fundamental frequency ω in the dominant
portion of the series. Cosine and sine terms are dominant if their coeﬃcients are higher than other cosine
and sine terms. For example, in Table 1, models 2 and 3 for precipitation and LogFCy,m , respectively,
have very similar fundamental frequencies (0.48, 0.52, respectively), which translate into both signals
having a roughly 12 month periodicity in the signal. The ﬁtted model shown in Figures 5a and 5b,
respectively show the simple wave with a high R2 value suggesting that while the peaks and troughs
could not be captured in either model, both signals have this frequency. With regard to model 1, which
is the 8 term Fourier model of temperature, the curves as seen in Figure 5a is nearly perfectly captured
but model 1 suggests that the fundamental frequency is 0.07. However, the dominant terms in this
expression are the last sine and cosine terms as they have the largest coeﬃcients. The frequency of those
terms is 0.56, again illustrating the annual periodic signal in the temperature. Since all fundamental
frequencies are essentially equal, the analysis does not preclude the suggestion that LogFCy,m signal
characteristics arise from precipitation and temperature signals.
Similar proﬁles are seen in Figure 6a,b for mean monthly temperature and precipitation over the
entire 17 year period. Models 4 and 5 show fundamental frequencies of roughly 0.6, corresponding
to a roughly annual periodicity that is clearly shown in the two panels. Models 6 and 7, for LogFCm ,
and PTR, respectively, also show periodic signals of roughly 12 months; however, the signal peaks
do not mimic either of those made by precipitation or temperature. Figure 6c shows two peaks—one
in July and one in October. While both the PTR and LogFCm curves show a nearly identical curve in
the ﬁtted Fourier models, there is a glaring discrepancy in the month of May (shown circled in red in
Figure 6c). Recall that the sampling program is focused on two seasons: January to April and June to
September. May is not usually sampled. The PTR curve seems to suggest that the data point shown in
May is an outlier requiring further consideration in the data. The models also suggest that more than
just precipitation or just temperature are responsible for the oscillations seen in the curves.
The climate in southern Vancouver Island can be summarized as having less precipitation with
moderate temperatures in the summer and more precipitation with cooler temperatures in the winter.

60

Water 2019, 11, 2451

Both the minimum and maximum temperature over most of the year are not suﬃcient to kill the
fecal coliforms since the fecal coliform could grow at temperatures between 4 ◦ C to 35 ◦ C and grow
quickly around 20 ◦ C [56]. The general inspection indicates temperature is one of the most important
factors that cause high fecal coliform levels in the summer. During the winter time, the temperature is
relatively low but the precipitation and cloud cover ratio is high and these provide moisture for fecal
coliform growth and less possibility of mortality by sunlight.
The results also suggest a diﬀerent seasonal pattern in fecal coliform levels from a regular monsoon
climate pattern in which the level of fecal coliforms is high in summer and low in winter. The high
peaks of fecal coliform concentration appear twice during the year; once is in summer around July and
once in winter around October. The lowest level of fecal coliform is found in February as well as for
the positive test ratio. It is apparent that the mild Mediterranean climate in Victoria could result in
a relatively unusual distribution of bacterial contamination compared to other studies conducted in
the world. The positive test ratio of high fecal coliform concentration is even found to be highest in
October instead of July. There is also a high level of fecal coliform appearing in the samples collected
in October. This ﬁnding indicates the monitoring schedule should expand outside its two season
monitoring approach.
3.2. Correlation Analysis with Temporally and Spatially Related Variables in LogFCi,j
Kendall’s τ-b test results are listed in Table 2 and only those tests that returned a p-value < 0.05
are shown. In general, temperature variables and antecedent dry period have a positive correlation
with the LogFCi,j . The result shows a relatively high temperature would help fecal coliform growth
in the summer and accumulate in the drainage area while no precipitation occurred. Conversely,
precipitation variables have a negative correlation with the LogFCi,j , which is unexpected as moisture
helps bacteria grow and much of the literature showed an opposite correlation. The reason could be
that heavy precipitation continuously washes oﬀ the bacteria and dilutes the density of fecal coliform
during the wet season. The ﬂow rate at discharge is largely negatively correlated with the fecal coliform
levels, which, like precipitation suggests that higher ﬂow rates of stormwater are diluting contaminants
to the discharge. The data collection methods by the CRD intentionally avoided ﬁrst ﬂush timing,
which would mean that only the late stages of the event are sampled.
Table 2. Non-parametric correlation Kendall τ-b of LogFCi,j for all stations and at each hot spot. The
symbol ‘*’ indicates the numeric value of τ-b has a p-value less than 0.05 and ‘**’ indicates a p-value less
than 0.01. Symbols ‘+’ and ‘−‘ indicate the correlation was positive or negative, respectively, but is
not signiﬁcant.
Variable

All Stations

#805

#641

#623

#320

#245

Tmean
Tmin
Tmax
T2
T3
T7
P
P2
P3
P7
tdry
FR
WA
RA
GA

0.04 **
0.04 **
0.05 **
0.06 **
0.06 **
0.07 **
−0.01 **
−0.05 **
−0.06 **
−0.06 **
0.06 *
−0.05 **
+
0.11 **
+

0.24 *
0.24 *
+
+
+
+
+
−
−0.23 *
−0.33 **
+
−0.26 *

+
+
+
+
+
0.10 *
0
−
+
0.10 *

+
+
+
+
+
+
−
−
-

0.54 **
0.54 **
0.51 **
0.51 **
0.51 **
0.51 **
−0.19 *
−0.21 *
−0.25 **
−0.38 **
0.26 **
−0.23 **

+
+
0.15 *
0.16 *
0.22 **
0.17 *
−0.20 *
−0.18 *
−0.25 **
−0.16 *
0.22 *
−0.26 **
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With regard to the land use, the residential area has a positive correlation with LogFCi,j which
conﬁrms the previous hypothesis that the bacteria contamination is mainly caused by human activities.
The literature suggests that the watersheds with a high percentage of urban and agricultural land
use mostly have high contamination levels [13]. The watershed area and the greenspace area both
showed a positive but insigniﬁcant correlation suggesting that greenspace and the watershed as a
whole are also contributing to the amount of fecal coliform observed. The GIS analysis shows the
heavily contaminated areas are in Victoria downtown, Esquimalt and the southeastern shore of Oak
Bay are densely populated and contain high percentages of impervious land use. It is reasonable to
suggest that in this region, high levels of bacterial contamination are likely to be observed in populated
residential areas with high percentages of impervious land use.
Table 2 also shows the correlations for selected hotspots. Station #320 showed a very strong
correlation with all variables; both temperature and precipitation being signiﬁcant variables with
many p-values around 0.000. Thus, at least for this station, LogFC is greatly aﬀected by meteorological
changes. This seems to be also true for station #805. The correlations shown conform to the correlation
analysis of all samples from all stations: the temperature and antecedent dry period are positively
correlated to LogFC while the precipitation has a negative correlation. However, station #641 showed
only one signiﬁcant positive relationship with temperature and the opposite relationship with ﬂowrate.
While station #623 showed correlations that were in keeping with the general trend for all stations,
none of them were signiﬁcant. Since this sampling station is located in the nearshore of Victoria’s
downtown area, the distribution of fecal coliform could be dominated by spatial variables (land use)
rather than temporal variability. Station #320 shows that all temperature variables are positively
correlated with LogFC at this sampling station and in fact, all of the relationships are signiﬁcant and
strong. All the temperature variables are correlated so it is not surprising that all the temperature
correlations are negative, near 0.5 and all very signiﬁcant (p-value near zero). However, there is next to
no diﬀerence amongst the correlations and thus, no one variable distinguishes itself in its inﬂuence on
LogFC than any other temperature variable. The precipitation shows a negative correlation with LogFC
while the antecedent dry period has a positive correlation. The 7-day total precipitation provides the
strongest negative correlation suggesting that long-term precipitation could greatly reduce the level
of fecal coliforms in the area draining to this station. Station #245 shows similar trends but now the
3-day precipitation variable P3 has the strongest correlation for all the precipitation variables studied
(i.e., P, P2, P3, P7). This variability in correlation strength across temperature or precipitation variables,
and the lack of signiﬁcance in the group of hotspot stations selected, suggests incredible variation
by location in the database and that analysis on climatic/land use inﬂuences on FC or potentially
prediction of FC levels should be done on a station by station basis.
The literature on fecal bacteria growth and die-oﬀ rates in the environment [56,57] suggest that
the summer temperature in the study area (under 20 ◦ C) is considered to be ideal for fecal bacteria
growth. Since the maximum temperature is rarely over 30 ◦ C, the die-oﬀ rate of fecal coliform is also
low in the study area. McCarthy et al. [27] suggested that temperature was an important variable such
that E. coli could be persisting or growing in the catchment during periods of warmer temperature,
and this may be applicable in this study region.
The correlation analysis shows that precipitation is negatively correlated with fecal coliform
concentration, but the relationship is weaker than that for temperature. The negative correlation
contradicts some of the literature [58] but seasonal dependence is important [26,30]. The 7-day total
precipitation has the strongest negative correlation coeﬃcient among the precipitation variables in two
of the stations, which may suggest that long-term rainfall could further decrease the fecal coliform
level of the area. The southern Vancouver Island region usually has light and long-term precipitation
during the wet season. With regard to the positive correlation of LogFC and antecedent dry period,
this could be due to long inter-event periods allowing signiﬁcant accumulation of fecal coliform in
the drainage area. When storms occur, because they are not sampled at the ﬁrst ﬂush, there will be
dilution of the fecal coliform concentration. However, one needs to note that the chances of obtaining a
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sample with over the limit bacteria concentrations is even higher during the winter (as noted by the
curve of PTR in Figure 6d) even if the average value of fecal coliform is lower than in the summer. This
indicates that the minimum temperature (approximately 3 ◦ C) in the study area is not suﬃcient to
inactivate fecal bacteria, and the bacterial contaminants could be transported by stormwater to the
discharge in the cooler, wetter season.
Table 3 shows the correlations when comparing LogFCy,m and the available temporal datasets
including cloud cover CC. This table shows that all the temperature variables and the cloud cover
variable have a signiﬁcant inﬂuence on LogFCy,m with Tmin having the strongest correlation of the
variables, albeit, the diﬀerence is very small. This would suggest that temperature could be a useful
predictor of LogFC for general planning purposes on an annual basis, or in climate change studies.
Table 3. Non-parametric correlation Kendall τ-b of LogFCy,m and p-values.
Statistics

Tmin

T

Tmax

P

CC

τ-b correlation

0.122

0.121

0.119

−0.092

−0.117

p-value

0.024

0.025

0.027

0.088

0.037

3.3. Climate Related Modelling
3.3.1. Multiple Linear Regression
Through the previous correlation analysis process, the fecal coliform value has shown a signiﬁcant
relationship with meteorological variability, although the correlations are weak. The periodicity
modelling showed that there are issues raised by PTR versus the month averaged over all 17 years.
Figure 6c is the data with a Fourier model superimposed on the LogFCm data showing a circled May
data point. This data point in Figure 6d corresponds to the PTR data which shows no uncharacteristic
dip but follows the 3 term Fourier model much like the LogFCm Fourier model. Since the data sampling
period strongly skews data in favour of the months of January to April (henceforth, referred to as
Season 1) and June to September (Season 2), the month of May does not have a lot of data points but
interestingly, the data point in Figure 6c for May seems uncharacteristically out of place. The months of
October to December have some data but are also sparse over the 17 year period. Therefore, any further
climate analysis examines the data for LogFCi,j with the months of May, and October to December
removed. The database of the full 17 year period now spans 2181 data points down from 2365 (after
the sewage suspected samples were removed as indicated earlier).
The goal of this section is to develop a general function for predicting the LogFC with selected
meteorological variables. The signiﬁcant but low correlations suggest that attempting to linearly
regress all of LogFCi,j with one or more climate variables may likely show a signiﬁcant relationship but
the R2 would likely be poor. Figures 7a, 7b and 7c show the data as a function of mean temperature for
all LogFCi,j , LogFCy,m and LogFCm , respectively. These scatterplots indicate the variance in the data
that a linear regression model must attempt to explain. Thus, LR was only attempted on LogFCm .
The LR modelling was conducted through SPSS and uses Akaike information criterion to avoid
potential overﬁtting and only chose the most signiﬁcant variables. The variables tested were all those
listed in Table 2 (with the exception of the watershed information, and the ﬂowrate when it was not
possible) and cloud cover (CC) was also included. The variables providing the best ﬁt are Tmin and CC
with an R2 of 0.55 and an adjusted R2 of the model shown in Equation (5) as 0.45. The RMSE = 0.109
and the signiﬁcance of the Tmin and CC coeﬃcients are 0.02, and 0.07, respectively.
LogFC = 2.05 + 0.08Tmin + 1.41CC.
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(a)

(b)

(c)
Figure 7. Scatterplots of (a) LogFCi,j versus temperature of the day of sampling at each location;
(b) LogFCy,m versus mean monthly temperature; and (c) LogFCm versus mean monthly temperature
over the entire period in each month.

Notice that in Equation (5), the coeﬃcient multiplied by CC is positive not negative. When no
weather or obstructions to visibility occur, sky conditions are provided reﬂecting the observation of
total cloud amount. The value of CC based on the amount (in tenths) of cloud covering the dome of
the sky with 0 being clear and 1.0 being completely clouded over sky. While higher cloud clover might
suggest greater opportunity for precipitation, which is negatively correlated with FC in this region,
in the absence of precipitation, cloud cover would prevent solar radiation from promoting bacteria
die-oﬀ. This concurs with [29] that stated that higher solar radiation lead to lower bacteria levels.
While the R2 is only fair, the model coeﬃcient for Tmin is signiﬁcant and nearly signiﬁcant for CC.
This is not surprising given the results of the correlation analysis. In addition, some of the principles
behind the non-parametric correlation analysis are similar to some of the assumptions underlying
multiple linear regression. The Fourier analysis suggested a seasonal inﬂuence on the data and the
diﬀerences in correlations in Table 2 suggest that location in space is important. Thus, averaging across
space and over the year, as is done for LogFCm in this analysis, would produce large errors in any
prediction model. Figure 8 shows plots of the residuals in the predict LogFCy,m values. The residuals
for Tmin are scattered over the temperature range experienced over the year and there is no trend that
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warmer or cooler temperatures lead to better predictions. This is also true of cloud cover in that the
residuals are scattered around 0 for the full range of CC.

0.2
Residuals

0.1
0
-0.1

2
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14

-0.2
-0.3

Tmin
(a)

0.2
Residuals

0.1
0
-0.1

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

-0.2
-0.3

CC
(b)

3.7

Predicted LogFC

3.6
3.5
3.4
3.3
3.2
3.1
3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

Observed LogFC
(c)
Figure 8. Residuals as a function of (a) Tmin , and (b) CC, and (c) trend of predicted versus observed
LogFCm with one to one line shown in blue.

3.3.2. Multinomial Logistic Regression in LogFCy,m
Tables 4–6 show the results of the MLR on LogFCi,j , LogFCi,j at the hotspots and LogFCm ,
respectively. Each variable is tested for its signiﬁcance in explaining the likelihood of LogFC belonging
to a certain order of magnitude (class), and then the percentage of model performance for each class is
computed. The shaded cells indicate that the predictor had a signiﬁcant inﬂuence on the overall model
performance. The model performances are calculated as a weighted performance in each class. If no
value of performance is shown for a class that means that there were no observations for that class in
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the data set. The number of data points in the set are indicated by N and whether or not the model ﬁt
is signiﬁcant or not is shown with shading (no shading indicates it is not signiﬁcant).
Table 4. MLR modelling results for LogFCi,j for all stations. A shaded box indicates a signiﬁcant
relationship with no shading indicating the p-value was greater than 0.05.
Period

Qual-ity

Predictor Signiﬁcance

Class of LogFC

Season

Month

All

1

2

1

2

3

4

6

7

8

9

N
Model Fit
Pseudo-R2
Intercept
Flow Rate
T
Tmin
Tmax
T2
T3
T7
P
P2
P3
P7
tdry
Class

2181

1038

953

307

424

216

91

157

419

357

210

0.06

0.10

0.06

0.17

0.13

0.31

0.49

0.34

0.19

0.21

0.32

2
3
4
5
6
Overall

41
64
0
0
0
41

57
52
0
0
100
46

42
70
4
0
0
42

59
56
10
0

53
72
128
0
100
48

45
69
16
0
0
44

55
62
17
5
100
47

65
35
47
33
100
50

% Performance

52

71
47
0
0
100
50

68
51
16
0
100
51

58
67
13
100
56

In examining Table 4 closely, for all the 2181 records of LogFCi,j , ﬂowrate and seven day average
temperature and ﬂowrate were found to signiﬁcantly inﬂuence the likelihood of observing an order of
LogFC but the overall model performance was only 41%. When examining the diﬀerence introduced by
seasonality, Season 1 data provided a better model performance than Season 2 and was able to perfectly
predict the values of order of magnitude 6 and higher. However, it could only predict values in order 2
and 3, which were the bulk of the database with only roughly 50% performance. Here again ﬂowrate
was signiﬁcant but now so was temperature T and T2 and P and P2. Season 2 showed a very good
performance for order 3—better than in Season 1 but now only T3 and T7 were signiﬁcantly inﬂuencing
results indicating that only temperature matters in the warmer season. This is not surprising as this is
also the drier season. However, ﬂowrate was still signiﬁcantly inﬂuencing predictions in Season 2 as
well. This however changed when focusing on the monthly performance.
The analysis by month showed that ﬂowrate was signiﬁcant in August and September—two of
the four months of the warm season but the peak in FC levels occurs in July which does not have
ﬂowrate signiﬁcantly inﬂuencing the model performance. The month of February showed absolutely
no signiﬁcant inﬂuence of any variable. The peak month of July showed that maximum observed
temperature and precipitation on the day or within two days of sampling were signiﬁcantly inﬂuencing
the model results. July also had the lowest performance as compared to the other months in Season
2, which were all able to predict occurrences of order 6 and higher in LogFCi,j at 100%. Interestingly,
September had the best spread of performances in each class for Season 2 and here ﬂowrate and seven
day accumulation of precipitation were key to that performance. The best performance overall was
for the month of April in which, ﬂowrate, T3, T7, and tdry were key. The Pseudo-R2 values were only
above 0.2 in the months of March, April, June, August and September, again suggesting that monthly
time scales for examining climate inﬂuences is warranted.
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Table 5. MLR modelling results for LogFCi,j for the hotspot stations. A shaded box indicates a
signiﬁcant relationship with no shading indicating the p-value was greater than 0.05. The letter “B”
indicates the relationship is not signiﬁcant but the p-value was very close to 0.05.
Period
N
Model Fit
Pseudo R2
Intercept
Flow Rate
T
Tmin
Tmax
T2
T3
T7
P
P2
P3
P7
tdry
Class
2
2.70
3
3.70
4
4.70
5
5.70
6
6.70
Overall

Season

Month

All

1

2

1

2

3

4

6

7

8

9

210

99
B
0.60

111

33

28

30

8

22

33

27

0.66

0.96

0.94

0.93

0.86

0.97

0.94

29
B
0.92

0.52

0.54

B

B

B

100
6
38
54
21
50
38
100
75
100
41

100
20
50
57
44
47

100
50

100
17
39
66
33
48
36
50
100
100
48

100
100
100
100
100
100

Performance in (%)
0
100
67
100
71
100
83
25
100
100
83
100
100
86

100
100
100
100
100
100
100

100
100

96

70

0
100
83
88
80
100

0.5
100
92
50
80
100

0
100
100
71
25
100
67
100

86

74

100
100

100
100

84

Table 6. MLR modelling results for LogFCy,m . A shaded box indicates a signiﬁcant relationship and no
shading indicates the p-value was greater than 0.05.

N
Model Fit
Pseudo R2
Intercept
Tmin
T
Tmax
P
CC
Class
2.7
3
3.7
4
4.7
Overall Performance

All
116

Season 1
59

Season 2
57

0.40

0.29

0.52

% Performance (N in class)
0
100 (1)
0 (2)
77
95 (41)
52 (21)
60
27 (11)
77 (26)
8
0 (6)
33 (6)
100
100 (2)
63
73
61
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Table 5 shows the results for the hotspot stations. Recall from Table 2, only two to three of the
ﬁve hotspot stations had climatic variables and land use variables with signiﬁcant eﬀects on LogFCi,j .
In Table 5, the overall performance for all the data, Seasons 1 and 2, are similar to the entire dataset but
now, for the whole set, ﬂowrate and precipitation are inﬂuencing results as opposed to ﬂowrate and
temperature. The only variable inﬂuencing performance in Season 1 is seven day precipitation and
only marginally in Season 2, in which the model ﬁt was not signiﬁcant. A more granular analysis by
month showed that the two months with high levels of FC, June and July were nicely modelled with
ﬂowrate and T3 providing a perfect model performance at all classes in the month of June. However,
the month of July, had a poorer performance but ﬂowrate was not a factor but other temperature
variables, precipitation variables and dry days were statistically relevant. The Cox and Snell Pseudo-R2
values are all greater than 0.2 suggesting good model performances in all variables used in the model.
Table 6 shows the results for the 116 data points without May, October–December values seen in
Figure 5b. Again, the data were also examined by season but data by month were sparse, which would
lead to falsely inﬂated values of model performance and thus, were not examined.
The model performance overall is the best seen for all data sets which is not surprising. As well,
while Season 1 had the best performance, the ﬁt was not signiﬁcant and no single predictor had a
signiﬁcant inﬂuence. The overall model performance in Season 2 was 61% with good performance in
the middle and higher order classes. Here all the variables were signiﬁcant with the exception of cloud
cover, which proved useful in the multiple linear regression modelling for the data set of Figure 6c
(monthly averages over the entire database LogFCm ). In the logit model of Equation (3), the model
coeﬃcients β are speciﬁc to each class.
To illustrate the model implications on the relationship between increases or decreases in
fundamental variables, two classes are created for this dataset: LogFC < 3.7 assigned to order 3 and
those ≥3.7 are assigned to order 4. The results are shown in Table 7. In this analysis, category 4 was the
reference category, and P and T were the selected variables. Unlike the LR modelling of Section 3.3.1,
CC had no impact on the results. As Tmin and Tmax are certainly related to T, and to understand the
general inﬂuence of T and P as two distinct climatic variables on LogFCy,m , these two variables were
selected for the analysis in this illustration.
Table 7. MLR modelling results for LogFCy,m with only classes 3 and 4 and variables, T and P.
N

116

Model Fit Signiﬁcant?

Y

Goodness of Fit Signiﬁcant?

Y

Pseudo R2

0.12

Intercept β0

−0.614

β of T

0.078

β of P

−0.013

3

68 (65)

4

67 (51)

Overall Performance

67%

In terms of the logistic model, these coeﬃcients suggest that,
logit(π) = −0.614 + 0.078T − 0.013P

(6)

In Equation (6) each coeﬃcient is the expected change in the log odds of observing a LogFC of
magnitude 3 for a unit increase in a predictor variable when the other predictor variables are ﬁxed.
The value of eβ for a speciﬁc predictor is the change in odds (in the multiplicative scale) for a unit
increase in that predictor. The intercept, in this case, is the log odds of observing a value of order
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of magnitude 3 if temperature and precipitation are zero because that was chosen as the reference
category in this analysis. This ﬁtted model says that if precipitation is held ﬁxed, the coeﬃcient for
temperature suggests that for a unit increase in temperature (1 ◦ C) would result in an increase in the
odds of observing a LogFC with order of magnitude of 4 by 8% (since e0.078 = 1.08). Conversely, if
temperature is held ﬁxed, a unit increase in precipitation (1 mm) would result in a decrease in the odds
of observing an order of magnitude 4 by 2%.
This analysis reaﬃrms the suggestion that in this study region, temperature increases are likely
to increase LogFC levels and precipitation likely lowers LogFC levels. The results in Tables 6 and 7
all involve a spatial averaging over the study area, which has already suggested possible errors in
modelling. Vermuelen and Hofstra [31] noted that temperature was a signiﬁcant variable in four of
six locations studied yet leaving it out of their overall model did not make a “great diﬀerence” for
a model with an adjusted R2 of 0.49. The implication of spatial inﬂuences was further iterated by
Mallin et al. [35] who found that multiple regression models failed to explain any more of the variability
in bacteria than simply using percent impervious surface cover alone. Seasonality implications were
clearly visible in the results. In Selvakumar and Borst [59], the authors found seasonal variations
in the data in which early season storms generally had higher levels of bacteria than late season
storms, both within and between watersheds. But when spatial implications were ignored and all
watersheds were lumped together, bacteria levels decreased with increasing cumulative annual rainfall.
This suggests that if detailed modelling or planning is going to be conducted, it should not only be
conducted with attention to location, but attention to season.
4. Conclusions
This study provides insight into the temporal and spatial distribution of bacterial contamination
in nearshore areas of southern Vancouver Island and explains the potential relationships in fecal
coliform levels in stormwater with land-use and climate variables. Non-parametric correlation analysis,
Fourier analysis, multiple linear regression and multivariate logistic regression were used to determine
the signiﬁcance and relative inﬂuence of climatic variables on LogFC levels measured between 1995
and 2011 at three temporal scales: at the time of sampling, the monthly average of LogFC across all
stations in the region, and the average across space and time for each month.
The Fourier model demonstrates an annual periodicity of fecal coliform with two peaks in July
and October. Despite the extreme values observed in the 17 years’ historical data, the data follow the
general trend of this periodicity as do the precipitation and temperature. No matter the temporal scale
used, the Fourier analysis always produced a periodicity of 12 months.
The correlation analysis showed that fecal coliform concentrations for all stations throughout
the period have a signiﬁcant correlation with many climatic variables including positive correlations
with temperature, antecedent dry period and land use in the watershed, and negative correlations
with precipitation and ﬂowrate. Drainage area showed no signiﬁcant correlations with bacterial
contamination. But drainage area, amount of residential area in the drainage area as well as green
space were all positively correlated with FC levels but only the amount of residential, or urban
area, was signiﬁcantly correlated. This suggests that the bacteria loading mostly originates from
residential activity. The incredible variability in whether relationships were signiﬁcant or not suggest
that modelling or planning should be done on a location basis and not necessarily averaged across
the region. Seasonal eﬀects were also apparent and planning and prediction should be conducted
diﬀerently in the two seasons. In particular, the drier, hotter season had higher levels of FC and
therefore, should be the focus of future planning.
Linear regression developed a prediction model for LogFC in each month with a low adjusted R2 of
under 0.5, but with signiﬁcant or marginally signiﬁcant variables of minimum monthly temperature and
cloud cover. Multivariate logistic regression was used with classes representing the order of magnitude
of LogFC. This type of regression showed very good model performance, which improved when
considering the wet season separately from the dry season, and when looking at a individual months.
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The authors recommend that when examining the inﬂuences of climate change on fecal coliforms,
and possibly, on other types of bacterial contaminants in this region, that variables be distinguished
by season, and possibly by month, as well as by location. In addition, the authors recommend that
the CRD monitor FC more intensively at every month of the year, and in the fall season that includes
October. The analysis should be updated whenever new data are made available. Since the land use
was only represented by only two diﬀerent types of land use (residential versus greenspace), the study
should be expanded to other areas of the region that include forested and agricultural lands. The MLR
model could be easily applied on the updated and expanded datasets.
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Abstract: A comprehensive parametric analysis was conducted to evaluate the inﬂuence of the green
roof design parameters on the thermal or energy performance of a secondary school building in four
distinctively diﬀerent climate zones in North America (i.e., Toronto, ON, Canada; Vancouver, BC,
Canada; Las Vegas, NV, USA and Miami, FL, USA). Soil moisture content, soil thermal properties,
leaf area index, plant height, leaf albedo, thermal insulation thickness and soil thickness were used
as design variables. Optimal parameters of green roofs were found to be functionally related to
meteorological conditions in each city. In terms of energy savings, the results showed that the
light-weight substrate had better thermal performance for the uninsulated green roof. Additionally,
the recommended soil thickness and leaf area index for all four cities were 15 cm and 5 respectively.
The optimal plant height for the cooling dominated climates is 30 cm and for the heating dominated
cities is 10 cm. The plant albedo had the least impact on the energy consumption while it was eﬀective
in mitigating the heat island eﬀect. Finally, unlike the cooling load, which was largely inﬂuenced by
the substrate and vegetation, the heating load was considerably aﬀected by the thermal insulation
instead of green roof design parameters.
Keywords: green roof; energy performance; low impact development; heat island eﬀect

1. Introduction
In recent years, due to a growing population and rapid urbanization, the demand for energy and
water has increased signiﬁcantly [1]. In 2010, buildings contributed to 32% of total energy used in
the world and one-third of greenhouse gases [2,3]. Hence, buildings can play a signiﬁcant role in
limiting global warming and reducing climate change impacts. Green or vegetated roofs are regarded
as an appropriate solution for the reduction of heating and cooling loads in buildings. Vegetated roofs
mitigate the heat ﬂux through the roof by shading the roof surface with plants, evapotranspiration of
the plants, and the additional thermal insulation and mass, which are caused by the growing media [4].
There is a wide range of investigations that show the other advantages of green roofs such as reduction
of stormwater runoﬀ [5–8] as a Low Impact Development (LID) option, urban heat island eﬀects [9–11],
sound insulation [6,12], enhancement of the life span of a roof [13], creation habitats for species, and
improving air quality by absorbing CO2 and producing O2 [14–20]. Due to the aforementioned beneﬁts
of green roofs, many local authorities in diﬀerent countries have implemented the policy for using
green roofs in new buildings. For instance, in Toronto, Canada, new buildings with a surface area of
more than 2000 m2 should have between 20% and 60% vegetation coverage of the roof area. In Tokyo,
Japan newly constructed buildings must have at least 20% vegetated roof; in Portland, USA, all new
buildings should have at least 70% green roof coverage of their rooftops; and in Basel, Switzerland, the
Water 2020, 12, 6; doi:10.3390/w12010006
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roofs of new or retroﬁtted buildings need to be covered with at least 15% vegetation [1]. It is important
to note that the performance of green roofs depends on diﬀerent design variables such as growing
media, composition and thickness, slope of roof, type of vegetation, and hydrologic variables such
as rainfall and antecedent dry weather periods (ADWP). Additionally, the design variables will be
diﬀerent in diﬀerent climate zones. Hence, these are the main obstacles for policymakers, designers
and stormwater managers for implementing a green roof system in diﬀerent climates [21].
Although the environmental advantages of green roofs is the main goal of local authorities in
most cities, the thermal beneﬁts of green roofs are of great importance and should be considered by the
constructors and engineers for designing this type of roof.
A wide range of experimental and numerical studies to evaluate the eﬀect of a green roof on the
energy consumption of buildings in diﬀerent climates have been conducted. For instance, diﬀerent
types of green vegetation such as sedum, grass and graminaceous plants have been used to analyze
their impacts on the energy performance of a one-story oﬃce building in European climates. The results
of energy modeling indicated that the cooling load consumption could be reduced between 1 to 11% in
warm climates and up to 7% in cold climates [17]. Another study, evaluating the energy performance
of an extensive green roof with Origanum heraclioticum plants for a supermarket in Athens, Greece
showed that the cooling and heating loads were reduced by 18.7% and 11.4%, respectively [22].
Furthermore, diﬀerent plant species with diﬀerent height results in the literature are not consistent
with one green roof study showing no eﬀective energy savings of a mock up building in Pennsylvania,
USA [23]. Another study in the Mediterranean climate in Italy compared the energy performance of
a conventional roof with an extensive green roof covered with sedum plants, in which the green roof
had a 100% reduction in thermal energy entering the roof in the summer and 30 to 37% of heat loss
during the winter [24]. Jaﬀal et al. [4] conducted a study on the eﬀect of a green roof on the energy
performance of a single-family house with insulate roof in three diﬀerent climates. The results of
a simulation showed that heating increased by 8% in a Mediterranean climate while it did not have an
eﬀect on the heating load of the temperature climate. However, in cold climates (Stockholm), due to the
insulation eﬀect of a green roof, the heating load decreased by 8%. The results of energy modeling of
a two-story nursery building with conditioned space showed that the cooling load reduced by 6–33%.
The heating load increased by 3–9% for the insulated roof; however, for the uninsulated roof there was
a reduction in heating demand [25].
To properly evaluate the inﬂuence of green roofs on the building energy performance, architects
and engineers should evaluate the importance of design variables, external conditions and building
type. The main design parameters that inﬂuence the thermal performance of green roofs are plant
coverage and growing media. The main characteristics of plants that have to be considered in the
design are leaf area index (LAI), plant height, stomatal resistance, leaf albedo and emissivity. Similarly,
the growing media design characteristics are thickness, thermal properties and moisture content.
Several studies have analyzed the energy performance of green roofs by conducting a parametric
analysis of one or more of these design variables. For instance, the energy consumption varied from
1% to 15% for a ﬁve-story building in Singapore by changing the soil thickness, moisture content of the
substrate and plant type [26]. A parametric study in a Mediterranean climate showed that the LAI
was the most inﬂuential parameter in reducing the cooling demand through evapotranspiration [27].
Furthermore, the LAI and substrate thermal properties were the most eﬀective parameters in reducing
cooling and heating loads for a supermarket in a semi-arid climate [28]. Sailor et al. [29] investigated
the eﬀect of climate, LAI and soil thickness in four USA cities including Houston, New York, Portland
and Phoenix. The results reported that the green roof with deeper soil thickness could reduce the
heating demand in cold cities. However, the LAI saved energy for the cooling dominated cities
by using evapotranspiration and surface shading of plants. The investigation in Midwestern USA,
for a city with hot and humid summers and cold and snowy winters, concluded that a green roof
reduces the heat ﬂux in summer and winter by 16% and 13%, respectively [30]. Ascione et al. [17] used
the EnergyPlus®software to compare the eﬀect of leaf index area on green roof performance in two
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diﬀerent cities in Tenerife, Spain and Oslo, Norway. The investigation found that by increasing the
leaf index area from 0.8 to 5 the energy savings for the cooling load in Tenerife increased from 1%
to 11%, and the heating energy savings in Oslo was 5% with LAI = 5, and the savings was 6% with
LAI = 0.8 (because of lower solar absorption). In another study [31] using EnergyPlus®in Portugal,
the thermal performance of three types of green roofs (extensive, semi-intensive and intensive) with two
conventional roofs with diﬀerent surface color (black and white) was studied. Additionally, the eﬀects
of plant height and leaf area index were evaluated. The results showed that the semi-intensive and
intensive green roofs with moderate thermal insulation had better energy saving compared to the
black and white roofs. However, the extensive green roof had good performance in buildings without
insulation (old buildings). In addition, the leaf area index and plant height improved the energy
savings in cooling seasons considerably and the soil depth had a major eﬀect in heating seasons. Design
Builder®was used in a numerical simulation [32] to study the eﬀects of leaf area index, soil depth
and insulation thickness in including warm-dry, warm-coastal and cool-humid climates. The results
demonstrated that the insulation thickness had a positive eﬀect in reducing the energy use intensity
(EUI) eﬀect in Phoenix while it was reversed for Chicago. The EUI in Los Angeles was aﬀected by
the leaf area index. Gomes et al. [33] conducted a parametric analysis to analyze the impact of design
parameters such as plant height and LAI on cooling and heating loads in a Mediterranean climate.
The results showed that the cooling load increased up to 365% with a LAI of 1 compared to the LAI of 5.
However, the heating load was inﬂuenced mostly by soil thickness, whereas heating load increased by
140% with a reduction of soil thickness from 1 to 0.1 m. Furthermore, with lower plant height (0.05 m)
and LAI of 1 heating load reduced 23% and 18%, respectively.
The aforementioned studies were mostly for warm and Mediterranean climates and only a few
research studies were conducted on the energy savings of a green roof in cold climates. The eﬀects
of snow depth and vegetation types were evaluated in Saint Mary’s University, which is located in
Halifax, Canada [34]. The research found that the green roof had lower heat loss when compared
to the conventional roof. However, there was no diﬀerence in heat loss between the green roof
and the conventional roof when the growing media was frozen or snow covered the roof surfaces.
In addition, the variety of vegetation aﬀected the depth of snow, duration of snow coverage and
substrate temperatures. The eﬀect of phase change in the green roof growing media was recently
investigated during the winter at Purdue University [35]. The analysis showed that the green roof
reduced heat loss up to 17.9% during the entire winter in comparison with the conventional roof.
Additionally, during the phase change period (liquid to ice) the growing media stored a lot of energy
and as a result, the growing media had a higher temperature. The heat loss was reduced during the
phase change period in the winter by 19% while the heat loss reductions during the period without
phase changes (the water was completely liquid or ice) were between 15–17%.
In spite of government funding for implementing the green roofs on buildings in Canada, few
studies have considered the energy beneﬁts of a green roof in this country, and these were mostly
experimental. For example, results of a study in Toronto [36] for a single family and low-rise commercial
buildings concluded that $11 Million of energy can be saved by using a combination of cool roofs and
shaded trees. The study also reported that the urban heat island (UHI) eﬀect of green roofs could
reduce the electricity demand for cooling systems during the summer. It noted that a 0.6 ◦ C increase
in ambient temperature would increase the cooling peak demand from 1.5% to 2%. The National
Research Council of Canada (NRCC) studied, analyzed and compared a typical extensive green roof
with a conventional roof in Ottawa [37]. The results showed that the green roof reduced the heat ﬂow
through the roof in summer considerably more than in winter. The energy consumption for space
conditioning was 75% lower than the reference roof. Additionally, during the days without snow,
the green roof was slightly better than the conventional roof because of the growing media insulation
eﬀect. However, when the growing media was frozen, the thermal conductivity increased and the
insulation eﬀect was diminished. Therefore, both roofs had similar heat loss under the snow coverage.
Another experimental study by NRCC [38] analyzed two diﬀerent green roofs with a reference roof in
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Toronto. The diﬀerences between green roofs were in the thickness and color of the growing media.
The analysis illustrated that both green roofs reduced the heat gain and heat loss through the roof as
well as peak load, signiﬁcantly more than the reference roof. The green roofs reduced the heat gain
during the summer by 70–90% and heat losses during the winter by 10–30%.
The British Columbia Institute of Technology (BCIT) conducted an experimental study to compare
the energy performance of two green roofs with diﬀerent growing media thicknesses with a reference
roof on the west coast of British Columbia [39]. The study concluded that the green roof with thinner
growing media had a smaller heat loss compared to the thicker growing media. Similar to the previous
studies, the results showed that green roofs had a better performance compared to the reference roof
and they saved energy through the roof during summer and spring from 83 to 85%, during the winter
and fall from 40 to 44% and overall, a 66% reduction of annual energy consumption. A recent study
for an oﬃce building in the Ryerson University in Toronto [40] analyzed the eﬀects of LAI and soil
thickness on energy consumption. The results showed that the growing media thickness was more
eﬀective in the reduction of energy. Additionally, the heating demand was reduced by 3% compared to
the conventional roof.
One of the most important parameters that inﬂuences the eﬀectiveness of a green roof is the
thermal insulation of the roof: a green roof without thermal insulation reduces the cooling load
considerably more than in the Mediterranean climate [27]. Another study in this climate demonstrated
that the insulated green roof consumed more energy than the conventional roof [31]. A single-family
residential building in the Oceanic climate of LaRochelle, France proved that uninsulated and insulated
green roofs saved energy 48% and 10% more than the conventional roof, respectively [4]. Similarly,
the energy reductions for well-insulated, moderately insulated and uninsulated green roofs for an
oﬃce building in the Mediterranean climate of Athens (Greece) were 2%, 7% and 48%, respectively [41].
An experimental and simulation study in four U.S. climates concluded that the green roof with
insulation was less eﬀective in reducing energy consumption [42]. Pablo in his study proved that the
green roof without insulation could have appropriate performance in the summer but not in the winter,
as a lower heat transfer coeﬃcient was needed for reducing the heating load [43].
Previous investigations mainly focused on the energy saving of a green roof in commercial
or residential buildings and a couple of studies were conducted on other types of buildings such
as retail stores or supermarkets [1,28]. School buildings in North America tend to be very large,
and are designed with varying functionality (such as pools, gymnasiums and classrooms) and have
signiﬁcant energy consumption. However, the eﬀect of vegetated roofs on the energy performance of
this type of infrastructure has not been taken into consideration. The National Center for Education
Studies reported that the number of buildings allocated for education in the USA was more than
100,000 [44]. It is notable that for each of the aforementioned schools, a considerable amount of energy
was consumed to provide electricity for the students and teachers. According to a report by Xcel
Energy [44], almost $6 million per year is spent for the required energy in schools. According to
a survey by the U.S. Department of Energy in 2013, school buildings consumed 8% of energy among
commercial and institutional buildings [45]. Likewise, in Canada, schools are regarded as one of the
major consumers of energy with an energy intensity of 0.88 GJ/m2 . According to Natural Resources
Canada (NRCan), the average annual energy consumption of schools in Canada is 472 kWh/m2 [46].
School buildings in Ontario make up a 30% proportion of energy consumption in the public sector [47].
Another study by NRCan showed that after oﬃce and food storage buildings, as well as schools are
the third largest energy consumer in Canada with 8% energy consumption among commercial and
institutional buildings [48].
Despite the necessity of energy savings in this sector in North America, previous research has
mostly focused on speciﬁc locations and buildings when analyzing the eﬀectiveness of green roofs on
energy consumption. Furthermore, there has been no comprehensive study in this region to analyze
the inﬂuence of green roof design parameters such as LAI, plant height, plant albedo, soil thickness,
thermal insulation thickness and soil thermal properties, on the use of energy in buildings. In this
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research a parametric analysis focusing on secondary school buildings in diﬀerent climates of North
America was conducted in order to provide insight into the inﬂuence of these important design
parameters on school building energy budgets. The selected climates included the cool-humid climate
of Vancouver, Canada, the cold-continental climate of Toronto, Canada, the hot-dry climate of Las
Vegas, USA and the hot-humid climate of Miami, USA.
2. Methodology
The methodology employed in this research involved simulating the energy balance of school
buildings with two diﬀerent green roof designs in the four climates. A parametric analysis of design
parameters was conducted within this simulation in order to determine their inﬂuence on energy
balance. This study focused on the inﬂuence of substrate (the vegetation growing media) thermal
properties and moisture content on the energy performance of the green roof assembly by considering
two diﬀerent substrates: (1) heavy-weight and (2) light-weight based soil.
2.1. Simulation Tool
EnergyPlus, which is one of the most well-known energy modeling software available, was used
in this study. Developed by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), it combines two energy modeling
programs BLAST and DOE-2, which were developed by the U.S. Department of Defense and the
DOE, respectively [49]. EnergyPlus calculates the required energy for heating, cooling, lighting, and
ventilation as well as water heating in buildings, by considering all outdoor and indoor parameters
including geographical location, outside temperature, solar radiation intensity and direction, wind
speed and direction, glazing shading and radiation characteristics, which were provided in EnergyPlus
Weather (EPW) format ﬁle, along with generated heat by internal loads such as occupant density and
activities, lightening and miscellaneous equipment, inﬁltration, etc. The heat ﬂux through the building
envelopes was calculated based on the BLAST conduction transfer function (CTF) [49].
EnergyPlus 8.8 can model green roofs. This study used the green roof module developed by
Portland State University, which was introduced in April 2007 and implemented in EnergyPlus [50].
The green roof model in EnergyPlus 8.8 allows the user to implement the green roof as an outer layer
of roof assembly. The user can also vary diﬀerent green roof design parameters such as growing
media thickness and thermal properties, plant canopy density, plant height, stomatal resistance, and
soil moisture conditions (including irrigation and precipitation) [49]. The energy balance in green
roof assemblies is determined by balancing solar radiation (similar to that of a conventional rooﬁng
system). The solar radiation is balanced by the sensible and latent heat ﬂux (evapotranspiration)
through the soil and plants, conductive heat transfers through the soil, and long-wave radiation to and
from the soil and plant surfaces. It should be noted that the rate of evapotranspiration is inﬂuenced by
external conditions such as relative humidity, solar radiation, ambient air temperature, wind speed
and substrate moisture content, which was considered when analyzing the results.
2.2. Building Model and Green Roof Parameters
EnergyPlus has a number of prototype buildings according to ANSI/ASHRAE/IES Standard
90.1–2013, and in this research the “secondary school” building was selected [51,52]. The building
geometry was created using SketchUp. SketchUp has an OpenStudio plug-in that allows SketchUp
building geometry to be used by EnergyPlus. The geometry of the building is shown in Figure 1.
The school building consisted of two ﬂoors, 19,592 m2 of conditioned space, 11,902 m2 of roof area,
a window to wall ratio of 33% and a total of 46 thermal zones, which were ventilated with a VAV
system. The building had constant thermostat set points for both heating (21 ◦ C) and cooling (24 ◦ C),
an occupancy of 0.3 people/m2 , and a lighting intensity of 12.5 W/m2 . A metal roof assembly with
an albedo of 0.2 was considered for the building. The characteristics of the materials used in the roof
structure were deﬁned based on the EnergyPlus software library, as shown in Table 1. Schematics of
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the roof structure and green roof system are shown in Figure 2. The U-value of the walls and windows
were 0.5 W/m2 K and 3.2 W/m2 K, respectively.

Figure 1. Secondary school building geometry.


# $

#$
Figure 2. (a) Schematic of roof structure; (b) schematic of green roof system.
Table 1. Thickness and thermal properties of the roof materials layer [53].
Material

Thickness
(m)

Density
(kg/m3 )

Roof membrane
Thermal insulation (polyurethane)
Metal decking

0.0095
0.05
0.002

1121
40
7680

Thermal Conductivity
(W/m·K)

Speciﬁc Heat
J/(kg·K)

0.04
45

1460

1600
418


0.16




To design and optimize the thermal performance of building envelopes, such as walls and roofs,
the climatological conditions of buildings should be considered by designers. The heating degree
days (HDD) and cooling degree days (CDD) are measures of heating and cooling loads in buildings
that are often used. ASHRAE climate zones is divided based on two parameters: temperature and
moisture. The temperature is shown with a number ranges from 1 (hottest) to 8 (coldest), and moisture
is demonstrated with a letter including A (moist), B (dry) and C (Marine). Hence, to study the eﬀect of
diﬀerent climates on the energy performance of a green roof, the same building was considered in
four diﬀerent climates consisting of hot-dry, hot-humid, cool-humid and humid-continental. Here,
simulations were performed for each city using third typical meteorological year (TMY3) weather ﬁles
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for U.S. cities [54] and Canadian Weather for Energy Calculations (CWEC) weather ﬁles for Canadian
cities [55]. The climatic information for the four selected cities is summarized in Table 2.
Table 2. Summary climate data for the four cities modeled.
City

Annual HDD
Base 18 ◦ C

Annual CDD
Base 10 ◦ C

Summer
Conditions

Winter
Conditions

ASHRAE
Climate Zone *

Toronto
Vancouver
Las Vegas
Miami

3956
2932
1169
72

1316
951
3908
5447

Humid, Warm
Moderate
Dry, Hot
Humid, Hot

Cold
Mild
Mild
Moderate

6A
5C
2B
1A

* A indicates moist, B indicates dry and C indicates marine moisture conditions.

In order to understand the impacts of diﬀerent green roof parameters on the energy performance
of buildings, with the exception of the roof assembly, all building characteristics such as building
envelopes, internal loads and schedules remained unchanged. For comparison, the thermal responses
of two conventional roofs with (R-7) and without insulation were also studied. An uninsulated
extensive green roof with shallow growing media and an adequate structure for building retroﬁtting
was considered in this study. Additionally, green roof irrigation was not considered in this investigation.
The vegetation types, which are used in green roofs must be adapted to harsh environmental conditions
on the roof. Vegetation type could change the hydrologic behavior of green roofs in terms of interception,
uptake, transpiration and storage of water [21]. For instance, grass has better performance than sedum
in storm water retention while sedum is one of the most compatible plants used in extensive green
roofs [21]. Hence, in selecting the vegetation type, the hydrologic behavior of the green roof along with
its eﬀect on energy performance had to be considered. Based on plant type, the design parameters
such as LAI, plant height and leaf albedo varied. For instance, the LAI of sedum typically ranges from
2 to 4 [56]. Feng et al. [57] reported a LAI of 4.6 for Sedum lineare. Furthermore, [17] used sedum short
and tall cut with LAI of 0.8 and 3, respectively. Graminaceous short cut and tall cut has a LAI of 2.5 and
5, respectively [17]. Gagliano et al. [58] used a combination of diﬀerent plants such as sedum, mosses,
graminaceous or other succulent type plants with a LAI of 5, as the vegetation layer for an extensive
green roof. The plant height depends on the type of plant and the type of green roof. For instance,
the plant height of sedum sediforme with ﬂowering stems range from 25 to 60 cm [59]. Sedum short
cut and long cut have plants of heights of 10 cm and 30 cm, respectively [17]. Likewise, diﬀerent plants
have diﬀerent plant albedo. For example, in [38] plant albedo of diﬀerent types of sedum were studied
where sedum tomentosum and mixed sedum species had a plant albedo of 0.23 and 11, respectively.
Additionally, Ascione et al. [17] considered a plant albedo of 0.22 for both short and tall cut sedum for
modeling green roofs.
In this study, parameters were selected for an extensive green roof and consisted of diﬀerent
growing media, leaf area index (LAI), plant height, plant albedo, soil thickness and thermal insulation
thickness, as shown in Table 3. Substrate and vegetation plant properties were selected based on
previous studies [1,17,33,57–59]. Light-weight and heavy-weight substrates were not input parameters
in EnergyPlus; however, their properties were considered as inputs in the software. It is important
to note that the assumptions that were made for the parametric studies do not represent the realistic
conditions of green roofs, such as a constant height or LAI during the year. However, these assumptions
were necessary to conduct critical and meaningful parametric analyses. The constant characteristics of
the green roof are shown in Table 4.
There are two methods of moisture diﬀusion for the substrate in EnergyPlus: (1) Simple, and (2)
Advanced. The Simple model is the basic model which is based on the moisture diﬀusion between
two layers in the soil. At each time step, the soil properties are updated and based on the moisture
content of the layers whereby the moisture distributes at a constant rate from a higher moisture layer
to the lower moisture layer. In the Advanced method, moisture diﬀusion is based on the Schaap
and van Genuchten model [60]. This model divides the soil into diﬀerent nodes and then distributes
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the moisture through the layers. In this study we used the Advanced model because the output it
produced in terms of moisture content changed in the soil and was more realistic in comparison to the
Simple model [61]. The inﬂuence of substrate thermal properties and moisture content on the energy
performance of the green roof assembly was studied by using two diﬀerent substrates: (1) heavy-weight
and (2) light-weight based soil [62]. The light-weight growing media had a lower density and thermal
conductivity in comparison to the heavy-weight growing media. It should be noted that in EnergyPlus,
the thermal properties of soil are constant, as set out in the input ﬁle, and do not vary with moisture
content [63]. In addition to this, the energy balance of snow and the eﬀect of the freezing of soil on heat
transfer are not considered in the current versions of this software [64]. However, it allows users to
provide input for precipitation and irrigation schedules, and track the variation of soil moisture content
both daily and monthly. The soil properties used in this study were taken from the literature [62].
The materials used in the light-weight soil were 75% pumice, 10% compost and 15% sand. This soil
had the highest moisture capacity, lowest thermal conductivity, and lowest density among all soils.
The heavy-weight soil consisted of 50% expanded shale and 50% sand, and had the highest density
and thermal conductivity among the soils. To evaluate the eﬀect of soil moisture content on the energy
performance of the green roof, substrate thermal properties were obtained for three levels of moisture
content (20%, 60% and 100% saturation) as shown in Tables 5 and 6. These properties were considered
as constant inputs for the software while the moisture content of soil varied throughout the year in
the software.
Table 3. Design parameters for the parametric analysis.
Parameter

Value

Growing Media
Leaf Area Index (LAI)
Plant Height (cm)
Leaf Reﬂectivity (Albedo)
Soil thickness (cm)

Light-weight and heavy-weight substrates
0.1, 2, 5
10, 30
0.11, 0.23
7.5, 15

Table 4. Green roof constant parameter values.
Parameter

Value

Leaf Emissivity
Thermal Absorptance
Visible Absorptance
Minimum Stomatal Resistance
Roughness
Saturation Volumetric Moisture Content of the Soil Layer
Residual Volumetric Moisture Content of the Soil Layer
Initial Volumetric Moisture Content of the Soil Layer
Moisture Diﬀusion Calculation Method

0.95
0.9
0.75
300 (s/m)
Medium Rough
0.5 (m3 /m3 )
0.01 (m3 /m3 )
0.2 (m3 / m3 )
Advanced

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Inﬂuence of Soil Type and Moisture Content
As can be seen in Tables 5 and 6 the thermal conductivity and density increased with the increasing
moisture content of the soil. Additionally, as the pores of the soil ﬁlled with water, the speciﬁc heat
capacity of the soil increased because of the fact that water has a higher thermal storage capacity than
air. However, by increasing the water content, the soil reﬂectivity (albedo) reduced signiﬁcantly as the
soil surface was wet and absorbed a higher fraction of solar radiation compared to the dried surface.
Thermal diﬀusivity, which represents the ability of materials to conduct energy relative to its
thermal capacity plays a key role in evaluating the thermal response of materials. The eﬀect of thermal
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diﬀusivity of soil becomes more important during the summer where the transient heat transfer is
more signiﬁcant because of higher temperature oscillations compared to the winter.
Table 5. Light-weight substrate thermal properties for diﬀerent levels of moisture [62].
Saturation
Level (%)

Density
(kg/m3 )

Thermal Conductivity
W/(m·K)

Speciﬁc Heat
J/(kg·K)

Albedo

Thermal Diﬀusivity
(m2 s−1 )

20
60
100

765
870
934

0.21
0.31
0.41

1284
1602
1853

0.27
0.18
0.12

2.12 × 10−7
2.22 × 10−7
2.36 × 10−7

Table 6. Heavy-weight substrate thermal properties for diﬀerent levels of moisture [62].
Saturation
Level (%)

Density
(kg/m3 )

Thermal Conductivity
W/(m·K)

Speciﬁc Heat
J/(kg·K)

Albedo

Thermal Diﬀusivity
(m2 s−1 )

20
60
100

1385
1450
1500

0.37
0.60
0.84

936
1035
1095

0.09
0.04
0.02

2.85 × 10−7
3.91 × 10−7
5.10 × 10−7

The results in Tables 7 and 8 were for a green roof with a LAI of 2, plant albedo of 0.11, 30 cm
plant height and soil thickness of 7.5 cm. The light-weight soil, because of high speciﬁc heat capacity
and low thermal conductivity, had lower thermal diﬀusivity compared to the heavy-weight soil. While,
it was expected that the heavy-weight soil would have better performance compared to the light soil
during the summer months because of its higher thermal capacity, due to the low thermal diﬀusivity of
the light soil, it was found to perform better during the large daily temperature ﬂuctuations between
day and night in the summer. This is illustrated in Table 7.
Table 7. Cooling load (kWh/m2 ) variation with moisture content for insulated (I) and uninsulated (U)
roofs in diﬀerent climates for light-weight (LW) and heavy-weight (HW) soils.
20% Saturated

60% Saturated

100% Saturated

City

Insulation

LW

HW

LW

HW

LW

HW

Toronto

I
U

8.31
11.11

8.46
11.48

8.37
11.85

8.53
12.42

8.41
12.37

8.68
12.90

Vancouver

I
U

3.01
3.98

3.08
4.24

3.03
4.36

3.13
5.11

3.05
4.62

3.15
5.54

Las Vegas

I
U

41.81
57.10

45.52
58.66

42.13
57.76

42.95
62.63

42.30
58.50

43.52
66.22

Miami

I
U

69.12
82.93

70.16
84.24

69.64
84.81

70.42
89.37

70.44
87.22

70.64
93.70

It was also seen that by increasing the moisture content of the soils, the thermal diﬀusivity of
light soil, unlike heavy-weight soil, remained almost unchanged. However, for the heavy-weight
soil, by increasing the moisture content the thermal diﬀusivity increased. As a result, the cooling
load (Table 7) for the uninsulated green roof with the heavy-weight substrate increased considerably
more than the light-weight soil. Moreover, as can be seen in Tables 6 and 7, at a moisture level of
20%, the heavy-weight and light-weight soils had similar thermal diﬀusivity. Therefore, the cooling
loads were almost equal to each other in this condition. However, at higher levels of moisture content,
the light soil had a better thermal performance compared to the heavy-weight soil.
On the other hand, in winter, thermal conductivity plays a key role in heat transfer through the
roof. The thermal conductivity of heavy-weight soil at a higher moisture level was almost twice that of
light-weight soil (Table 5). Quite naturally, simulation outputs in Table 8 demonstrate that the heating
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load for the roof with light-weight soil was considerably lower than the same with heavy-weight
soil. The importance of thermal conductivity on the heating load is more evident for cities such as
Toronto, Vancouver and Las Vegas (cities that experience a cold winter). However, in Miami which
has a mild winter, the heating load diﬀerence between the light-weight and heavy-weight soil was
minimal (Table 8). That is to say that the heating load was not largely aﬀected by the soil type in regions
with this climate. Therefore, the uninsulated green roof with light-weight soil had better thermal
performance in all four cities.
Table 8. Heating load (kWh/m2 ) variation with moisture content for insulated and uninsulated roofs in
diﬀerent climates.
20% Saturated

60% Saturated

LW

HW

LW

HW

LW

HW

Toronto

I
U

142.60
194.84

145.23
221.36

144.23
212.83

146.46
238.87

144.90
224.55

147.00
247.27

Vancouver

I
U

92.93
125.10

94.43
143.24

93.83
137.00

95.16
154.93

94.23
144.56

95.44
160.83

Las Vegas

I
U

26.64
35.72

26.92
40.74

26.77
38.83

27.10
45.10

26.84
40.82

27.11
46.84

Miami

I
U

2.25
2.90

2.26
3.41

2.25
3.14

2.29
3.90

2.26
3.32

2.31
4.33

City

Insulation

100% Saturated

The results in Tables 7 and 8 show that the energy consumption of the building with an insulated
green-roof assembly was not largely dependent on the soil type (i.e., light-weight or heavy-weight).
These tables also show that the moisture content of the soil did not have an eﬀect on the variation of
cooling and heating loads when the roof was insulated.
For the parametric analysis conducted thereafter, the light-weight soil which consisted of 75%
pumice, 10% compost and 15% sand, and with a 50% saturation level was considered. The thermal
properties of the soil at 50% saturation for the light-weight soil included a density of 840 kg/m3 ,
a thermal conductivity of 0.28 W/m·K, a speciﬁc heat of 1500 J/(kg·K), an albedo of 0.2 and a thermal
diﬀusivity of 2.85 × 10−7 m2 ·s−1 .
3.2. Inﬂuence of Leaf Area Index (LAI)
Leaf Area Index (LAI) is deﬁned as the projected area of all leaves divided by the soil surface area,
which typically ranges from 0.001 to 5 [65]. The larger LAI indicates that less of the soil is exposed to
solar radiation and as a result the soil surface temperature is lower. In this section an uninsulated green
roof with a soil thickness of 7.5 cm, plant albedo of 0.11 and plant height of 30 cm was considered.
Figure 3 shows the temperature variation of a green roof soil, in Vancouver, BC, with diﬀerent LAI and
outdoor air for a typical day in summer and winter. On a typical cold winter day, the soil temperature
was warmer than the outdoor air temperature by an average of 6 ◦ C, 5.7 ◦ C and 5.1 ◦ C when the LAI
was 0.1, 2 and 5, respectively. This was attributed to the thermal storage behavior of the soil, i.e., heat
is absorbed into the soil as it transfers from the warm interior to the cold exterior. It should be noted
that with LAI equal to 5, the soil surface was still warmer than ambient air which indicates that the
insulating behavior of foliage limits the heat losses from the soil surface to the ambient air. On a typical
hot summer day, due to the higher rate of solar radiation absorption, the surface temperature was
warmer than the outdoor air temperature by an average of 18 ◦ C, 12 ◦ C and 7 ◦ C for LAI ranging from
0.1, 2 and 5, respectively. It was clear that the soil surface was shaded with higher plant coverage
resulting in a lower surface temperature. Similar results and observations were made for the other
cities too [61].
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(a)

(b)

Figure 3. Hourly variations of soil surface temperature with diﬀerent leaf area index (LAI) for a typical
day in (a) summer and (b) winter for Vancouver.

The LAI has a major eﬀect on the rate of evapotranspiration in green roofs. By increasing the LAI,
the rate of evapotranspiration increases as the stomatal resistance of the plants exhibits an inverse
relation with LAI. Therefore, it can be concluded that a greater LAI leads to a decrease in cooling load.
Equation (1) shows the relationship between the LAI and stomatal resistance [50].
rs =

rs,min
f1 f2 f3
LAI

(1)

The actual stomatal resistance varies with the minimum stomatal resistance (rs,min ) at any time and it
has an inverse relationship with LAI. To modify the stomatal resistance equation, fractional multiplying
factors f 1 , f 2 and f 3 which functionally relate to the incoming solar radiation and atmospheric moisture,
were considered. It should be noted that the rate of evapotranspiration indicates the eﬀectiveness of
LAI. However, the plant evapotranspiration individually depends on external conditions such as solar
radiation, wind speed, ambient air temperature, relative humidity and soil moisture content. Therefore,
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to compare the eﬀectiveness of LAI on the building energy consumption for the four selected cities,
the impacts of the aforementioned variables had to be considered in the analysis.
Because of the diﬃculty in measurement of the evapotranspiration process, the rate (or ﬂux) of
evaporation was deﬁned to indicate the degree of evapotranspiration [66]. Figure 4 compares the
average monthly evapotranspiration rate for all four selected cities at two diﬀerent levels of LAI
(5 and 2). It was evident that this rate during the winter was considerably lower than summer because
of lower solar radiation and ambient temperature. Additionally, the rate of evapotranspiration was
signiﬁcantly lower when LAI = 2, because of less solar radiation absorption by the plants. The heating
and cooling load variations with diﬀerent LAI are shown in Figure 5. It was seen that in Las Vegas higher
solar radiation intensity and ambient air temperature as well as lower air relative humidity contributed
to the high rate of evapotranspiration and cooling load reduction among all four cities. However,
in Miami because of high relative humidity, a low rate of solar radiation and wind velocity [61],
the evapotranspiration rate remained almost unchanged even with greater LAI and the cooling load
reduced slightly in comparison with other cities. The cooling load reduction in Miami was just 29% in
comparison with 54%, 45% and 41% reduction in Vancouver, Toronto and Las Vegas respectively as
shown in Figure 5. This indicated the eﬀect of solar radiation, wind speed and relative humidity on the
eﬀectiveness of LAI and evapotranspiration rate in diﬀerent climates. The rate of evapotranspiration
in Vancouver was higher than that of Toronto during the cooling seasons because Vancouver has lower
relative humidity and higher solar insolation than Toronto [61].
As mentioned previously (Figure 3) the soil surface temperature decreased with increasing LAI.
The reduction of soil temperature contributed to the higher heat losses through conductive heat transfer
in the soil during the heating seasons. The heating load in Las Vegas and Miami increased by almost
21% and 6.5%, respectively (Figure 5). It should be noted that this trend for Vancouver and Toronto
was reversed. This suggested that during the winter the rate of evapotranspiration in these two cities
was almost zero compared to that of Las Vegas and Miami because of lower ambient temperatures
and solar radiation. In other words, during the winter, Vancouver and Toronto have many cloudy
days and the number of sunny days are considerably lower than Miami and Las Vegas [61]. Therefore,
greater plant coverage acts as a barrier for heat losses during the winter. The heat loss was reduced by
almost 8% in both cities. It can be seen in Figures 3–5 that although the LAI had major impacts on the
reduction of a long wave and short wave radiation incident on the rooﬁng system during the summer,
it inﬂuenced the heat losses and heat gains during the winter as well. However, the performance
predominantly depends on the climatic conditions. Therefore, LAI plays a key role in decreasing or
increasing the heat ﬂux through the green roof. Additionally, in Figure 5 the heating and cooling loads
of conventional roofs were compared with green roofs. The insulated conventional roof was insulated
with 5 cm polyurethane. It was seen that the energy usage of building with uninsulated conventional
roof was considerably higher than green roofs. It is important to note that the LAI of plants varies
throughout the year, and would aﬀect the heating and cooling loads. The results showed that heating
and cooling loads variation with change of LAI mainly depended on climate zone. For instance, during
the winter where lower LAI (LAI = 2) is expected, heating loads for Toronto and Vancouver were
higher compared to the LAI = 5 while for Las Vegas and Miami is lower. Furthermore, it is worthwhile
to note that the variety of vegetation aﬀects the depth of snow, duration of snow coverage and substrate
temperatures, in particular in cold climates like Toronto. However, in the EnergyPlus 8.8 the eﬀect of
freezing of the soil and snow cover in energy modeling were not considered.
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(a)

(b)
Figure 4. Monthly average rates of evapotranspiration for the (a) higher plant coverage (LAI = 5)
condition and (b) for the lower plant coverage (LAI = 2) condition.
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(a)

(b)

Figure 5. Sensitivity of the (a) heating load and (b) cooling load with LAI in diﬀerent climates.

3.3. Inﬂuence of Soil Thickness
Increasing soil thickness results in lower heat ﬂux because of thermal storage and insulation
eﬀects of the soil. The thicker soil contributes to a reduction in the operating costs of the HVAC system,
however, it increases the initial costs [65]. In this section an uninsulated green roof with soil thickness
of plant albedo of 0.11 and plant height of 30 cm was considered. It can be seen in Figure 6 that higher
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soil thickness produced higher reduction of heating and cooling load in all locations. The results in
Figure 6b demonstrated that the highest percentage reduction in cooling load was in Vancouver, which
was 27% when the soil thickness was 15 cm. It can be deduced that, as the summer in Vancouver
is cooler compared to the other cities, the thicker soil has greater impacts on the cooling load. The
minimum percentage reduction of cooling load was in Miami (6%) as it had a hot and humid summer
and the extra thermal storage of the soil was not as eﬀective as in other cities because of the low
temperature ﬂuctuation during the day. These reductions were lower when the LAI was equal to 5,
which was justiﬁable because of the cooling eﬀect of the plants. Similarly, as can been seen in Figure 6a
during the winter, the soil thickness was more eﬀective when the LAI was low. For instance, with LAI
= 2, the heat loss was reduced by 30% in Miami when the soil thickness was doubled. However, this
reduction in Toronto was found to be lower (16%) as a result of the much colder winters. With LAI equal
to 5 the radiative heating capability of the thicker soil is reduced as the vegetation cools the roof and
increases the heat losses. It is evident from Figure 6 that the soil with a 15 cm thickness saved energy
in all climates. Similar to Figure 5, the heating and cooling loads of conventional roofs were compared
with green roofs in Figure 6. It can be seen that the energy usage of a building with an uninsulated
conventional roof was considerably higher than green roofs. However, an insulated conventional roof
had better performance than a green roof where it was more evident in heating dominated climates.
It is important to note that the eﬀect of freezing on the soil on the energy simulation of a green roof in
cold climates should be considered. To illustrate, with the frozen soil, the thermal conductivity of soil
increased and the insulation eﬀect of growing media would be diminished in this case, which would
lead to higher heat losses through the roof.

(a)

Figure 6. Cont.
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( )

(b)

Figure 6. Sensitivity of (a) heating load and (b) cooling load with LAI and soil thickness in
diﬀerent climates.

3.4. Inﬂuence of Plant Albedo
The plant surface temperature had major impacts on the energy balance of a green roof [10].
This was due to the convective heat transfer between the leaves surface and air within the canopy.
The higher foliage surface temperature results in increases in the ambient air and reduces the mitigating
eﬀects. The surface temperature depends on the amount of solar and thermal radiation absorption,
emission, convective heat transfers with ambient air and the latent heat ﬂux by transpiration [10].
The variations of vegetation latent heat ﬂuxes, soil temperature and foliage temperature with plant
albedo are presented in Figure 7 for a green roof with LAI = 5 and 15 cm soil thickness in Vancouver,
BC. In this section, an uninsulated green roof with a soil thickness of 15 cm and LAI of 5 was considered
for analysis. The results are available for other cities too [61]. It was observed that the plant with
albedo 0.11 had higher foliage and soil temperature due to the higher solar absorption. The higher
foliage temperature also contributed to the higher rate of transpiration. Nevertheless, the cooling eﬀect
of high transpiration (higher evaporation) was canceled out by the higher surface temperature (higher
conduction heat transfer) of the soil. Similar observations are available for other cities too [61].
Similar to the other parameters, the eﬀect of leaf reﬂectivity on the thermal performance of the
green roof was evaluated. The results in Figure 8 show that the plant albedo did not have eﬀect
on the energy performance of the green roof because of the tradeoﬀ between the cooling eﬀect of
evapotranspiration and the increase in soil temperature. The cooling and heating load in all four
cities changed less than 1% by altering the plant albedo from 0.11 to 0.23. Therefore, although the
plant albedo had a negligible eﬀect on the green roof energy performance, for the cities such as
Vancouver and Toronto which are heating dominated climates, the plant with lower reﬂectivity 0.11
was considered and for the Miami and Las Vegas which are cooling dominated climates the plant with
higher reﬂectivity 0.23 was suitable. It should be noted that the variation of plant color throughout the
leaf aﬀected the leaf albedo. However, unlike LAI, from the results it can be concluded that variation
plant color during diﬀerent seasons has a very small eﬀect on the heating and cooling variations.
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(a)

(b)
Figure 7. Cont.

91

Water 2020, 12, 6

(c)

Figure 7. (a) Eﬀect of plant albedo on the plant and soil latent heat ﬂuxes; (b) monthly average
variations in soil temperature; (c) monthly average variations of foliage temperature with plant albedo,
in Vancouver, BC.

(a)

Figure 8. Cont.
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(b)

Figure 8. Sensitivity of (a) heating load, and (b) cooling load, with plant albedo in diﬀerent climates.

3.5. Inﬂuence of Plant Height
The plant height, like LAI has impacts on the shading of the soil surface and the rate of
evapotranspiration. For instance, with short plants the soil temperature increases more than with tall
plants because a larger part of the soil is exposed to the solar radiation. Consequently, the solar radiation
absorption by the soil cancels out the cooling impacts of the evapotranspiration process [65]. On the
other hand, it is expected that increased plant height will reduce cooling load. With increased plant
height, the wind velocity within the canopy increases, leading to higher rates of evapotranspiration.
This is strongly related to the formed thick boundary layers on the leaf surface where air close to the
leaf surface has marginal movement. Water vapor which leaves the stomata has to transfer through
this motionless boundary layer to reach the atmosphere and, hence, the rate of transpiration is slower
when the boundary layer is thicker or in other words, when the wind velocity is low.
The aerodynamic resistance factor shows the resistance that is caused by the boundary layer for
exchanging moisture. Wind velocity, surface roughness and stability of the atmosphere are the main
parameters which inﬂuence the aerodynamic resistance. The aerodynamic resistance of a plant is
inversely proportional to wind velocity Wa [50]. Aerodynamic resistance also aﬀects the leaf surface
wetness, such that as the aerodynamic resistance approaches zero, the moisture is transferred rapidly
to the leaf surface and evaporated easily [50].
In this section an uninsulated green roof with a soil thickness of 15 cm, plant albedo of 0.11 for
cold climates and 0.23 for warm climate, and LAI of 5 was considered. The eﬀect of plant height and
the LAI interaction on heating and cooling loads are shown in Figure 9. It can be seen that the growth
of the plant does not always lead to a cooling load reduction and the eﬀectiveness of plant height
depends on LAI and climate zone. For instance, there was an interactive relationship between LAI and
plant height in Miami and Las Vegas. The cooling load in Las Vegas and Miami (unlike Vancouver and
Toronto) raised slightly by increasing the plant height when the plant coverage was low (LAI = 2).
However, the results expressed that the cooling load decreased by increasing the plant height in all
four cities when the LAI was high. Generally, the plant height was not as eﬀective as LAI in the
reduction of cooling load. By contrast, the heating load increased as the taller plants resulted in more
shading on the soil surface. It is important to notice that the increase in heating load with plant height
93

Water 2020, 12, 6

was slightly lower when the LAI was lower. This is justiﬁable as the surface of the green roof was
exposed to more solar radiation when the plant coverage was less. As Las Vegas and Miami are cooling
dominated climates, the annual energy savings with a 30 cm plant is more than with a 10 cm plant.
However, in Toronto and Vancouver (which have heating dominated climates), the 10 cm plant had
better performance on the building energy consumption. The energy performance of a conventional
roof with and without insulation was also compared with green roofs. It is clear that by optimizing
the green roof system the thermal performance of the green roof was considerably better than an
uninsulated conventional roof. Additionally, the green roof had a better performance in the reduction
of cooling load compared to the conventional roofs. It should be noted that the plant height and type
of plant had an eﬀect on the snow accumulation on green roofs as mentioned in previous sections.
This is important as it has a major impact on the energy performance of green roofs and should be
considered in the evaluation of green roofs especially for cold climates like Toronto that experience
high snowfall during the winter.

(a)

(b)

Figure 9. Sensitivity of (a) heating load and (b) cooling load, with LAI and plant height in
diﬀerent climates.
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3.6. Inﬂuence of Thermal Insulation on an Optimized Green Roof
In this section an optimized green roof based on parametric studies performed in previous sections
was considered. Figure 10 shows the role of thermal insulation on the thermal performance of the
school building with optimized design parameters of a green roof as described above. The results
demonstrated that thermal insulation would be more eﬀective for the heating dominated climates.
The heating load of an optimized vegetated roof in Miami and Las Vegas changed minimally with
thermal insulation compared to Vancouver and Toronto. For example, in Miami the uninsulated green
roof has almost equal heating load with insulated conventional roof. However, in Las Vegas the heating
load for the insulated green roof is slightly better than an uninsulated green roof.
Nevertheless, the uninsulated vegetated roofs in Vancouver and Toronto have considerably higher
heating loads than insulated vegetated roofs. It can be concluded that vegetated roofs cannot replace
the thermal insulation in heated dominated climates like Canada. However, the insulated green roof
with a 5 cm thermal insulation has almost the same heating load and lower cooling load compared to
the conventional roof with a 10 cm thermal insulation and without a green roof system in these two
cities. This means that a green roof could be an appropriate retroﬁt choice in Canada instead of adding
extra insulation to the roof.
On the other hand, green roofs are more eﬀective at reducing cooling loads and the uninsulated
green roof has lower cooling loads than the insulated roofs in all cities except Miami. The cooling load
decreased with insulation in Miami as the thermal storage was not as eﬀective as it was in other cities
because of the low oscillation of ambient air temperature in this warm-humid climate zone. As a result,
adding thermal insulation could reduce the cooling load in this climate. In other cities, by increasing
the thermal insulation from 0 to 100 mm the cooling load of the vegetated roof increased. Increasing
the thermal insulation levels decouples the indoor environment from the outdoor environment and
reduces the ability of the vegetated roof to remove heat from the building. Thus, it can be concluded
that there are no beneﬁts from continuously adding insulation to reduce the cooling load.
Table 9 presents the total energy saving of the optimized green roof in comparison with the
conventional roof. Here, the conventional roof is considered the reference roof type. It is seen that
the annual energy saving varies among the four selected cities. The annual energy consumption
with an optimized green roof saved more in heating dominated cities than the cooling dominated
cities. The uninsulated optimized green roof performed better than the insulated conventional roof
in cooling dominated climates such as Miami and Las Vegas. For instance, installation of optimized
green roof assembly on the uninsulated conventional roof saved almost 41% and 29% of annual energy
consumption in Las Vegas and Miami, respectively.
Table 9. Comparing the energy consumption (kWh/m2 ) of conventional roof (CR) and green roof (GR)
at diﬀerent level of thermal insulation.
Without Insulation

5 cm Insulation

10 cm Insulation

Energy
Consumption

GR

CR

Diﬀ %

GR

CR

Diﬀ %

GR

CR

Diﬀ %

Vancouver

Heating
Cooling
Total

110.83
2.81
227.84

238.32
8.61
382.73

53.49
67.36
40.46

91.11
2.90
207.33

104.00
3.56
221.07

12.39
18.54
6.22

87.14
2.97
203.01

92.52
3.26
209.00

5.81
8.89
2.86

Toronto

Heating
Cooling
Total

172.62
7.62
295.51

354.50
19.33
513.80

51.31
60.57
42.48

139.82
7.74
261.46

159.34
9.55
285.14

12.25
18.95
8.30

132.50
7.91
254.70

141.22
8.74
264.34

6.17
9.49
3.64

Las Vegas

Heating
Cooling
Total

32.61
36.31
183.10

82.32
84.63
309.93

60.38
57.09
40.92

26.72
36.50
177.94

29.44
43.82
190.70

9.23
16.70
6.69

25.54
36.72
177.10

26.66
40.74
183.73

4.20
9.86
3.61

Miami

Heating
Cooling
Total

2.49
66.83
185.34

12.10
113.42
260.11

79.42
41.07
28.74

2.23
65.12
183.50

2.65
71.94
192.22

15.85
9.48
4.54

2.22
64.82
183.14

2.40
68.30
187.44

7.50
5.09
2.29

City
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(a)

(b)
Figure 10. Sensitivity of (a) heating load and (b) cooling load, with thermal insulation for the optimized
green roof in diﬀerent climates.
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Additionally, the optimized green roof without insulation saved energy almost 4% more than the
poorly insulted conventional roof. Ultimately, the total energy consumption of the school building
with the uninsulated green roof was slightly lower than the well-insulated conventional roof in both
cities. It can be concluded that in Miami and Las Vegas, the optimized green roof is an appropriate
replacement for the insulated conventional roofs.
However, in heating dominated cities, such as Vancouver and Toronto, an uninsulated optimized
green roof is not a good choice for replacing the insulated conventional roof. It can be a suitable
substitute for retroﬁtting the building with a poorly insulated roof. For instance, the heating load
was reduced by 12.5% in a retroﬁtted optimized green roof compared to a conventional roof in both
cities. Additionally, the annual energy consumption was saved by 8.30% and 6.22% in Toronto and
Vancouver, respectively. Hence, in cold climates the thermal performance of the school building could
be retroﬁtted by the green roof instead of adding extra thermal insulation to the conventional roof.
4. Conclusions
This study used energy modeling software tool EnergyPlus 8.8 to evaluate the inﬂuence of leaf
area index (LAI), plant height, leaf albedo, substrate properties, and the roof’s thermal insulation on
the thermal performance of a secondary school building with extensive green roof in four cities: Las
Vegas, NV (USA) and Miami, FL (USA), Toronto, ON (Canada) and Vancouver, BC (Canada). The ﬁrst
two cities are cooling dominated cities while the latter two are heating dominated cities. The following
conclusions can be made from this study:
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.
9.

The eﬀect of the substrate on the heating load is strongly related to its thermal conductivity.
However, the substrate eﬀect on the cooling loads depends on its thermal diﬀusivity.
For the uninsulated green roof, the light-weight substrate had considerably better performance
than heavy-weight substrate in all four cities. However, for the insulated green roof there was
a small diﬀerence between the energy performance of the green roof with a light-weight and
heavy-weight substrate.
The leaf area index (LAI) is one of the most inﬂuential parameters and its eﬀect on the energy
performance of a green roof is climate speciﬁc. It has major impacts on the cooling reduction in
all four selected cities. However, the eﬀect of LAI on the heating load is dependent on the climatic
condition. With regard to energy saving, the optimum LAI is 5 for the four selected cities.
Thicker soil has better energy savings in all four cities. In summer, the cooling eﬀect of LAI
reduces the eﬀectiveness of soil thickness on the cooling load reduction. However, in the heating
season, soil thickness has a large eﬀect on the heating load reduction. The thicker soil (15 cm) has
better thermal performance compared to the thinner soil (7.5 cm).
The thermal performance of plant height is aﬀected by the LAI and climate zone of the region.
Plant height should be optimal at 30 cm, except in Toronto and Vancouver, where it should be
10 cm.
The eﬀect of seasonal variation of LAI on both cooling and heating loads should be considered.
Plant albedo has the least eﬀect on the thermal performance of the school. For the heating
dominated climate, darker leaves with an albedo of 0.11 and for the cooling dominated climates
lighter leaves, with an albedo of 0.23 would be beneﬁcial.
Seasonal variation of plant albedo has a small eﬀect on cooling and heating load variation.
The green roofs cannot replace thermal insulation to reduce heating loads in cities that experience
cold winters. However, it can retroﬁt the energy performance of the poorly insulated buildings in
heating dominated climates.

In addition to the aforementioned conclusions, it has to be noted that that energy saving is one
of the beneﬁts of green roofs. Eventually, other environmental beneﬁts of green roofs should also be
considered to have a comprehensive evaluation for green roofs’ performance in diﬀerent climate zones.
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Abstract: Roadside bio-retention (RBR) facilities are low impact development practices, which control
urban runoﬀ primarily from road pavements. Using hydrologic models, such as the US EPA Storm
Water Management Model (SWMM), RBR are typically designed with some fundamental assumptions,
including where runoﬀ completely enters the facilities and fully utilizes the whole surface area for
percolation, detention, ﬁltration, and inﬁltration to the surrounding soils. This paper highlights
the importance of inlet hydraulics and the spatial distribution of inﬂow along a RBR, and proposes
an integrated hydraulic and hydrologic modelling approach to simulate its overall runoﬀ control
performance. The integrated hydraulic/hydrologic modelling approach consists of three components:
(1) A dual drainage hydrologic model to simulate runoﬀ generation, runoﬀ hydrographs entering and
bypassing a storm inlet, and the outﬂow hydrograph from a fully utilized RBR; (2) a computational
ﬂuid dynamic model to determine the inﬂow distribution along a RBR; and (3) an overall runoﬀ
control performance analysis of RBR by considering the inlet eﬃciency, and the partially and fully
utilized RBR during a storm event. A case study of an underground RBR in the City of Toronto was
used to demonstrate the integrated modelling approach. It is concluded that; (1) inlet eﬃciency of a
RBR will determine the overall runoﬀ control performance; and (2) the inﬂow distribution will dictate
the eﬀective length of a RBR, which may aﬀect the overall runoﬀ control performance.
Keywords: bio-retention; green infrastructure; runoﬀ control performance; storm inlet hydraulics;
ﬂow distribution hydraulics

1. Introduction
In order to control runoﬀ problems (e.g., increased ﬂooding, deterioration of water quality,
receiving channel erosion) associated with urban development, low impact development (LID) aims at
restoration of pre-development hydrology by utilizing spatially distributed LID practices throughout a
drainage catchment [1]. LID practices have been recognized to harness natural hydrologic processes,
in order to “manage rainfall at the source, using uniformly distributed decentralized micro-scale
control”; [2] and can be divided into lot-based, road right-of-way-based, and area-based types [1].
Lot-based LID practices are facilities on a single parcel of land, such as a building lot. Right-of-way
(ROW)-based LID practices are facilities within the area of land that is acquired for or devoted to
the provision of a road [3]. Area-based LID practices, also known as multi-lot LIDs, are located on
large pieces of land such as parks. Among all these diﬀerent types of LIDs, ROW-based LIDs are the
most diﬃcult facilities to implement, due to lack of space and the layout of the road drainage and
surrounding utility system. Nevertheless, storm runoﬀ along ROW should be controlled because
the total road drainage area of some highly urbanized cities or regions can be as large as adjacent
building lots and open space. Several innovative structural techniques to control ROW runoﬀ include
bio-retentions, porous pavement, catch basin ﬁlters, sewer trench exﬁltration systems, perforated
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sewers, and exﬁltration tanks [1,4–6]. Among all these techniques, ROW-based LIDs, such as roadside
bio-retentions (RBR) are becoming popular and can be integrated into roadside landscaping green
space. RBR has two common types:
(1)

Conventional surface RBR with a surface plant soil layer
Storm runoﬀ, generates from a section of the ROW, is captured by one or multiple inlets (e.g.,
curb cuts or openings) to a RBR, either on a sidewalk or the median of the road. It can be
integrated into the neighborhood green space or ﬂower beds. A typical RBR consists of the top
vegetation layer, intermediate ﬁlter media (e.g., sandy loam), intermediate transition layer (e.g.,
coarse sand), a drainage layer (e.g., coarse sand and gravel) with, and without, a perforated
underdrain collection pipe [7]. Runoﬀ entering the RBR can temporarily pond at the surface
layer and subsequently inﬁltrate into the various layers of the bio-retention cell. There may be an
overﬂow pipe at the surface layer for excess runoﬀ conveyance. The percolated runoﬀ can go,
either to the surrounding native soil, or an underdrain pipe connecting back to the road storm
sewer [8].

(2)

Underground RBR without a surface layer (Figure 1)
The layout of this RBR is similar to the conventional one except the absence of the top soil-plant
layer. This type of RBR is commonly used in highly urbanized area. The inlets can be in the form
of a grate and/or curb opening catch basin, which conveys the captured runoﬀ to the bio-retention
cell through an upper perforated ﬂow distribution pipe. The percolated runoﬀ can go either to
the surrounding native soil and/or an underdrain pipe connecting back to the road storm sewer.
It is useful for highly urbanized areas, since it can be constructed under the sidewalk and part of
the road without aﬀecting parking space [9].

Current research studies on RBR, as summarized below, have focused primarily on runoﬀ
volume-controlled, water pollutant removal, enhanced soil mix, and clogging using laboratory, and
ﬁeld scale investigations and mathematical modeling.
(1)

Laboratory scale research
Laboratory studies of RBR using bio-retention boxes and columns have focused on hydrologic
performance [10,11], water quality treatment [12], heavy metal removal eﬃciency [13,14],
organic carbon removal eﬃciency [15,16], nutrient removal eﬃciency [17,18], eﬀect of salts
on performance [13,19,20], and root eﬀect on inﬁltration rates [11].

(2)

Field scale research
Field studies of RBR have been conducted to investigate the eﬀect of plant and fungal contributions
to performance [21], soil phosphorus release [22], treatment eﬃciency of runoﬀ highway
bridge deck [23], heavy metal removal eﬃciency [24–26], nitrogen removal eﬃciency [27,28],
greenhouse gas release [29,30], hydraulic properties and inﬁltration rates [31] and operation and
maintenance [32,33].

(3)

Mathematical modeling research
Mathematical modeling studies of RBR have focused on sizing and optimization methods [25,34–36];
hydrologic performance [37–39], and hydraulic and hydrologic performance [40–44].

Research of storm inlet hydraulics has dated back to 1950s [45–47], continued through 1990s [48],
and in the last 10 years [49–54]. However, the eﬀect of inlet hydraulics on the overall performance of
RBR has only been investigated recently [55,56]. This paper focuses on this research gap and further
investigates the captured inﬂow distribution, along an underground RBR using laboratory experiments,
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computational ﬂuid dynamic (CFD) simulations, and hydrological modelling. A case study of an
underground RBR in Toronto (Figures 1 and 2) is used as a demonstration of the integrated hydraulic
and hydrologic approach to model the overall performance evaluation of the RBR. The case study RBR
was designed as a treatment LID without inﬁltration and all percolated runoﬀ was collected by an
underdrain to the street storm sewer.

Figure 1. An underground RBR without a surface layer.

Figure 2. Construction phases of the Toronto underground RBR without a surface layer.
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2. Materials and Methods
The integrated hydraulic and hydrologic modelling approach for the overall performance analysis
of an underground RBR is based on the tracking of runoﬀ from a road drainage area, which enters a
storm inlet and the RBR, and exits the RBR by, either inﬁltration to the surrounding soil, or conveyance
through a bottom underdrain to the storm sewer. It consists of three consecutive components:
(1) Development of a dual drainage hydrologic model, which simulates runoﬀ hydrographs entering
and bypassing a RBR and the runoﬀ control performance of a fully utilized RBR; (2) hydraulic
simulations of the inﬂow distribution along a RBR; and (3) determination of the overall runoﬀ control
performance of a RBR with outﬂow adjustments for partially utilization of the RBR during a storm
event. A case study of an underground RBR without a surface layer implemented at the City of Toronto
is used to illustrate the integrated modelling approach.
2.1. A Dual Drainage Hydrologic Model for a Fully Utilized Underground RBR
SWMM [57] is a popular hydrological analysis model for urban drainage planning and design.
The PCSWMM software (Computational Hydraulics International, Guelph, ON, Canada) [58], utilizing
the SWMM computational engine, can be used to develop a dual drainage hydrologic model for an
underground RBR. PCSWMM simulates runoﬀ along a street and to a storm sewer by specifying the
section characteristic of a street (e.g., length, width, curb height, cross-slope, bank-slope and bank-height)
and the sewer characteristics (e.g., length, roughness, inlet and outlet elevations, cross-section and
geometry). Runoﬀ enters a storm inlet longitudinally along the road gutter (i.e., frontal ﬂow) and
laterally from the side of a road (i.e., side ﬂow). The captured runoﬀ by a storm inlet becomes the
inﬂow to a RBR. The total capacity of storm inlets is normally designed to match the storm sewer
capacity (e.g., runoﬀ rate associated with a storm of two or ﬁve year return period in Canada). For each
type of inlets, there is an inlet capacity curve (e.g., Figure 3), which deﬁnes the total intercepting ﬂow
(e.g., outﬂow in Figure 3 on the Y-axis) at diﬀerent hydraulic heads above the inlet (e.g., X-axis in
Figure 3). Using an inlet capacity curve, a dual drainage model can be developed to determine the
captured and bypassed runoﬀ hydrographs at a storm inlet. The PCSWMM also has a LID module
which can be used to model the inﬁltration and the underdrain ﬂow of a RBR. As a result, PCWMM
has the ﬂow simulation mechanisms to track runoﬀ generated from a road drainage area, the bypassed
and captured runoﬀ at a storm inlet, and the inﬂow and outﬂow of an underground RBR.

Figure 3. Toronto inlet capacity curves for diﬀerent catch basins.
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As an example, the dual drainage model of the Toronto RBR is shown in Figure 4 and Tables 1–3.
Chicago design storms (Figure 5) with diﬀerent return periods (2-, 5-, 10-, 25-, and 100-year) were used
as rainfall inputs to the PCSWMM dual drainage model, which simulated the runoﬀ hydrograph from
the drainage area, the storm inlet bypass hydrograph, the inﬂow and outﬂow hydrographs of the RBR
for diﬀerent design storm conditions. All these simulated hydrographs were used to determine the
overall runoﬀ control performance of the RBR.

(a)

(b)
Figure 4. (a) Flow pathways through the RBR; (b) The dual drainage model of the Toronto RBR.
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Table 1. Input parameters for the drainage area.
Inputs

Drainage-Area

Bioretention

Area (ha)
Flow Length (m)
Width (m)
Slope (%)
Imperv. (%)
N Imperv
N Perv
Dstore Imperv (mm)
Dstore Perv (mm)
Zero Imperv (%)

0.1074
74.554
14.352
0.8
100
0.011
0.1
1.25
2.5
100

0.0059
18.081
3.2
0.5
0
0.011
0.24
0.127
0.508
0

Table 2. Input parameters for the street and the sewer.
Inputs

Street

Sewer1

Length (m)
Roughness
Inlet Elevation (m)
Outlet Elevation (m)
Cross-Section
Geom 1 (m)

74.552
0.016
91.03
90.43
Irregular
Transect: Street1

70
0.011
90.43
89.87
Circular
0.5

Table 3. Input parameters for the bioretention.
Surface Layer
Berm Height
(mm)

Vegetation Volume (fraction)

Surface Roughness
(Manning’s n)

Surface Slope (%)

0.001

0

0.1

0.001

Soil Layer
Thickness
(mm)

Porosity
(volume
fraction)

Field Capacity
(volume
fraction)

600

0.437

0.105

Witling Point
(volume
fraction)

Conductivity
(mm/h)

Conductivity
Slope

0.047

29.97

10

Suction
Head (mm)
60.96

Storage Layer
Thickness
(mm)

Void Ratio (voids/solids)

600

0.5

Seepage Rate (mm/h)

Clogging Factor

0

0

Underdrain
Drain
Coeﬃcient
(mm/h)

Drain Exponent

Drain Oﬀset Height (mm)

339.17

0.5

0
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(a)

(b)
Figure 5. (a) Toronto Intensity-Duration-Frequency curves; and (b) Chicago Design Storms.

2.2. Hydraulic Simulations of the Inﬂow Distribution along an Underground RBR
As shown in Figure 1, the captured runoﬀ from a storm inlet enters the RBR through an upper
perforated pipe. Depending on the perforation size, its orientation around the circumstance, the
distance between perforations, and the pipe slope, the runoﬀ can distribute non-uniformly along the
pipe. The water proﬁles under diﬀerent inﬂow rates determine the spread of runoﬀ along a RBR. If the
water proﬁle ends before the end of the pipe, due to the perforation arrangement, only a partial portion
of the RBR is utilized for detention, ﬁltration, and chemical/biological exchange of runoﬀ quantity and
quality. In order to maximize the usage of a RBR for runoﬀ management, the perforation arrangement
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should be designed properly to spread the ﬂow throughout a RBR under a design storm condition.
Nevertheless, it is seldom considered in the design of an RBR.
The perforated ﬂow distribution pipe is an important feature of LID, including the underground
RBR. Duchene and McBean [59] investigated the full pipe discharged characteristics of smooth-wall
and corrugated perforated pipes for use in inﬁltration trenches, and calibrated the oriﬁce coeﬃcient
(0.65) of an equivalent oriﬁce with good agreement with experimental measurements. Afrin et al. [60]
developed CFD models using the software FLUENT (ANSYS Inc., Canonsburg, PA, USA) to simulate the
hydraulic performance of perforated pipe underdrains surrounded by loose aggregates. Liu et al. [61]
developed analytical equations for outﬂow, along the ﬂow in a perforated ﬂuid distribution pipe,
based on momentum conservation method. Qin et al. [62] studied the ﬂow velocity distribution along
perforated pipes and found the laying slope could be used to promote uniform velocity distribution
along the perforated pipes. Paul et al. [63] applied the EPANET software (US Environmental Protection
Agency Research, Durham, NC, USA) and assessed discharge uniformity from perforated pipes in
constructed wetlands.
All of the above research studies concentrated on full pipe discharge characteristics. On the other
hand, this research focuses on the partial ﬂow characteristics of a perforated distribution pipe, resulting
in under-utilization of a RBR. A physical hydraulic model was used to collect data for the calibration
of a CFD water proﬁle model, which was subsequently used to simulate the ﬂow proﬁles along an
RBR under diﬀerent inﬂow conditions.
2.2.1. Experimental Investigations of Water Proﬁles along a Perforated Pipe
A physical hydraulic model was used to analyze the water proﬁles along a 6.7 m long section of a
150 mm corrugated High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) perforated pipe supplied by Armtec Inc. as
per American Association of State Highway and Transportation Oﬃcials (AASHTO) M252 Type C
standard. Four perforations were cut into the groove of the pipe, at 90 degrees apart, at the factory.
Two perforation sizes were investigated: 25 mm by 25 mm, and 50 mm by 50 mm. The total number
of perforation sets were 275. Additional, the pipe was wrapped in woven geotextile (important for
application in the soil layer of a RBR). As shown in Figure 6, the experimental apparatus comprised
of an upper reservoir, made of a 30 cm semi-transparent barrel with a 150 mm rigid pipe protruding
out near the bottom to serve as an outlet. The lower reservoir was made up of four interconnecting
plastic water tanks of 1.2 m in diameter. The perforated pipe was connected to the upstream upper
reservoir using a watertight rubber corrugated rigid pipe coupling (Part No.: 1070-66), supplied by
Fernco Connectors Ltd. (Sarnia, ON, Canada), while its downstream end was capped using the same
coupling. Four piers supported the whole setup, while the perforated pipe was fastened to two by four
wood studs by plastic straps. The perforated pipe slope was adjusted to almost level. Water circulation
was provided by an IntelliﬂowXF variable speed pump (Pentair Inc., Minneapolis, MN, USA) through
a 50 mm Poly Vinyl Chloride (PVC) rigid pipe. The ﬂow rate was measured downstream of the pump
using a F-1000 paddle wheel ﬂowmeter manufactured by the Blue-White industries, Ltd. (Huntington
Beach, CA, USA). As the water level at the upper reservoir rose, the ﬂow inside the perforated pipe
exﬁltrated through the perforations, collected by a gutter system and returned to the lower reservoir.
Four 6 mm holes were drilled manually at the bottom of the pipe at 1.5 m apart, starting from the
entrance of the perforated pipe. The screw thread at the top of Omega PX309 pressure transducers
(Omega Environmental, St-Eustache, QC, Canada) screwed tightly into the four 6 mm holes and wired
to a Sutron 9210 Xlite Data Logger (OTT Hydromet GmbH, Kempten, Germany). Figure 7 shows a
photograph of the experimental setup. Repeated measurements of the water depths (at least 3 times)
were taken at 5 min intervals up to 20 min along the perforated pipe for ﬂows ranging from 0.63 to
10.28 L/s. The measured water proﬁles under diﬀerent inﬂows were used to calibrate a water proﬁle
simulation model described in the next subsection.
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Figure 6. Schematic layout of the exﬁltration pipe experimental apparatus.

Figure 7. Photograph of the experimental apparatus.

2.2.2. CFD Simulation of Water Proﬁles Long a Perforated Pipe
The FLOW-3D software [64] (Flow Science Inc., Santa Fe, NM, USA) was used to model the
water proﬁles along the experimental perforated pipe under ﬁve inﬂow rates (from 0.62 to 10.28 L/s).
Based on the ﬁnite-volume method, the Reynolds-averaged Navier Stokes equation was solved by the
FLOW-3D. The computational domain of the pipe was divided into rectangular three dimensional
computational grid of cells. The geometry of the perforated pipe and the perforations were drawn
by AutoCAD-3D and imported to the FLOW-3D software. A large block of mesh was applied for
the entire perforated pipe and small meshes were used for the perforation area. Since two-phase
simulations were not used, the boundary condition in this research was the inner wall of the perforated
pipe. The FLOW-3D model was calibrated using the measured water proﬁles in the experiments.
The calibrated FLOW-3D model was then used to simulate the lengths of the partially ﬁlled perforated
pipe of the Toronto RBR under diﬀerent inﬂow rates. These simulated lengths were then used to
determine the outﬂow adjustments for the Toronto RBR under partial inﬂow distribution conditions.
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2.3. Overall Runoﬀ Control Performance Analysis of a RBR with Outﬂow Adjustment for the Partially Filled
Distribution Pipe
Many hydrologic models, which were developed to simulate the runoﬀ control performance of
RBR, were based on the assumption of a fully utilized RBR [27–29,40–44]. Depending upon the inﬂow
rate, the inﬂow may, or may not, reach the full length of a RBR. For the underground RBR in Figure 1,
it is important to determine the critical inﬂow rate at which the water proﬁle will extend to the full
length of a RBR, resulting in the full utilization of a RBR for runoﬀ control. Any inﬂow less than this
critical inﬂow rate will aﬀect the runoﬀ control performance because only a fraction of the RBR will be
utilized for runoﬀ control.
The calibrated CFD model, described in the previous subsection, was used to determine the
critical inﬂow rate of the Toronto RBR at which the inﬂow would spread over the entire length of the
perforated distribution pipe. Using the dual drainage model described in Section 2.1, the outﬂow
hydrographs of diﬀerent eﬀective lengths of the Toronto RBR were analyzed. If the inﬂow rate of the
RBR was less the critical inﬂow rate, the outﬂow hydrograph of a partially utilized RBR was used.
Otherwise, the outﬂow hydrograph of the fully utilized RBR was adopted. Finally, the overall runoﬀ
control performance (e.g., volume and peak ﬂow controlled) for diﬀerent design storm conditions was
determined by comparing the total runoﬀ and the adjusted outﬂow hydrographs of the RBR.
3. Results
For the Toronto RBR case study, the integrated hydraulic and hydrologic approach was used
to investigate: (1) Eﬀect of catch basin types on the bypassed and captured runoﬀ hydrographs
and the runoﬀ control performance; and (2) eﬀect of inﬂow distribution on the overall runoﬀ
control performance.
3.1. Eﬀect of Catch Basin Types on the Bypassed and Captured Runoﬀ Hydrographs
Four types of inlets [65] were investigated for the 18 m long RBR: (a) single horizontal bar/ﬁshbone
catch basins; (b) OPSD400.01 catch basin; (c) single and twin grid catch basins; and (d) single and twin
honeycomb catch basins. The PCSWMM model developed for the Toronto RBR was used to analyze
(1) the bypassed and captured hydrographs at the catch basin; (2) the inlet and outlet hydrographs of
the RBR; and (3) the peak runoﬀ rate reduction (i.e., % reduction of the peak runoﬀ rate) and the runoﬀ
volume controlled (% reduction of the total runoﬀ volume) of the RBR for diﬀerent design storms.
3.1.1. Single and Twin Horizontal Bar/Fishbone Catch Basins
Figure 8 shows the inlet and outlet hydrographs of the RBR and the bypassed hydrograph at
the catch basin for 4-h design storms of 2 to 100 year return periods. The bypassed hydrographs
(Figure 8b) of 2-, and 100-year storms have peak ﬂow rates 2 and 10 times higher than those of the inlet
hydrographs (Figure 8a). The peak runoﬀ, captured by the catch basin, occurs after almost 90 min for
all storms, while the peak outﬂow occurs after 8 h and 6 h for 2-, and 100-year storms, respectively.
The peak outﬂow from the RBR is about 0.4 L/s for a 2-year storm, since the soil percolation rate reaches
the hydraulic conductivity of loamy sand soil of 30 mm/h. For all storms, it takes almost 72 h for runoﬀ
to drain out of the RBR. As shown in Table 4, the peak runoﬀ rate reduction and the runoﬀ volume
controlled are about 24% and 36% and 13% and 33% for 2-, and 100-year storms, respectively. Most of
the runoﬀ bypasses the catch basin, resulting in relatively low runoﬀ control performance.
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(a)

(b)
Figure 8. Hydrographs of a single and twin horizontal bar/ﬁshbone catch basin; (a) inlet and outlet
hydrographs; and (b) bypassed hydrographs.
Table 4. Runoﬀ control performances of single & twin horizontal bar/ﬁshbone catch basin.
Single & Twin Horizontal
Bar/Fishbone Catch Basins

2-Year

Peak Runoﬀ Rate Reduction (%)
Runoﬀ Volume Controlled (%)

5-Year

10-Year

25-Year

100-Year

24.3

20.2

17.8

16.6

12.6

35.6

32.8

32.2

32.1

32.8

3.1.2. OPSD400.01 Catch Basins
Figure 9 shows the inlet and outlet hydrographs of the RBR and the bypassed hydrograph at
the catch basin for 4-h design storms of 2 to 100 year return periods. The bypassed hydrographs
(Figure 9b) of 2-, and 100-year storms have peak ﬂow rates 6.5 and 13.6 times higher than those of the
inlet hydrographs (Figure 9a). The peak runoﬀ captured by the catch basin occurs after almost 90 min
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for all storms while the peak outﬂow occurs after 5.5 h and 8 h for 2-, and 100-year storms, respectively.
For this catch basin, the soil percolation rate does not reach the hydraulic conductivity of loamy sand
soil. As shown in Table 5, the peak runoﬀ rate reduction and the runoﬀ volume controlled are about
13% and 43% and 7% and 34% for 2-, and 100-year storms, respectively. Most of the runoﬀ bypasses
the catch basin, resulting in relatively low runoﬀ control performance.

(a)

(b)
Figure 9. Hydrographs of an OPSD400.01 catch basin (a) inlet and outlet hydrographs; and
(b) bypassed hydrographs.
Table 5. Runoﬀ control performances of OPSD400.01 catch basin.
OPSD400.01 Catch Basin

2-Year

5-Year

10-Year

25-Year

Peak Runoﬀ Rate Reduction (%)

13.4

10.1

9.1

8.2

7.1

Runoﬀ Volume Controlled (%)

42.8

38.8

37.2

35.8

33.7
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3.1.3. Single and Twin Grid Catch Basins
Figure 10 shows the inlet and outlet hydrographs of the RBR and the bypassed hydrograph at
the catch basin for 4-h design storms of 2 to 100 year return periods. The bypassed hydrographs
(Figure 10b) of 2-, and 100-year storms have peak ﬂow rates 3.2 and 7.3 times higher than those of the
inlet hydrographs (Figure 10a). The results of this type are similar to that of the horizontal bar/ﬁshbone
catch basins. The maximum peak outﬂow is 0.48 L/s when the soil percolation rate reaches the hydraulic
conductivity of loamy sand soil. As shown in Table 6, the peak runoﬀ rate reduction and the runoﬀ
volume controlled are about 22% and 36% and 13% and 32% for 2-, and 100- year storms, respectively.
Most of the runoﬀ bypasses the catch basin, resulting in relatively low runoﬀ control performance.

(a)

(b)
Figure 10. Hydrographs of a single and twin grid catch basin (a) inlet and outlet hydrographs; and
(b) bypassed hydrographs.

113

Water 2020, 12, 1248

Table 6. Runoﬀ control performances of single and twin grid catch basin.
Single & Twin Grid Catch Basins

2-Year

5-Year

10-Year

25-Year

Peak Runoﬀ Rate Reduction (%)

22.2

17.8

16.1

14.2

100-Year
12.5

Runoﬀ Volume Controlled (%)

36.4

33.2

32.5

32

32.3

3.1.4. Single and Twin Honeycomb Catch Basins
Figure 11 shows the inlet and outlet hydrographs of the RBR and the bypassed hydrograph at
the catch basin for 4-h design storms of 2- to 100-year return periods. The bypassed hydrographs
(Figure 11b) of 2-, and 100-year storms have peak ﬂow rates 6 and 15 times higher than those of the
inlet hydrographs (Figure 11a). This honeycomb catch basin has a high capacity for capturing runoﬀ
compared to that of horizontal bar and grid catch basins. The peak outﬂows range from 0.15 to 0.45 L/s.
As shown in Table 7, the peak runoﬀ rate reduction and the runoﬀ volume controlled are about 12%
and 44% and 6% and 35% for 2-, and 100-year storms, respectively. Most of the runoﬀ bypasses the
catch basin, resulting in relatively low runoﬀ control performance.

(a)

(b)

Figure 11. Hydrographs of a single and twin honeycomb catch basin; (a) inlet and outlet hydrographs;
and (b) bypassed hydrographs.
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Table 7. Runoﬀ control performances of single and twin honeycomb catch basin.
Single & Twin Honeycomb Catch Basins

2-Year

5-Year

10-Year

25-Year

Peak Runoﬀ Rate Reduction (%)

12.3

9.6

7.9

7.6

100-Year
6.3

Runoﬀ Volume Controlled (%)

43.9

39.9

38.3

36.8

34.5

3.1.5. Performance Comparison of All Catch Basins
Among the four types of catch basins, the single and twin horizontal bar/ﬁshbone catch basin
performs the best with the highest peak ﬂow reduction, while the single and twin honeycomb catch
basin performs the best with the highest runoﬀ volume controlled. By comparing the inlet and outlet
hydrographs of horizontal bar/ﬁshbone catch basin (Figure 8) with those of the honeycomb catch basin
(Figure 11), it is clear that the peak inlet ﬂow (6 L/s for a 2-year storm) of the ﬁshbone catch basin is
greater than that (3 L/s for a 2-year storm) of the honeycomb catch basin, resulting in higher peak
ﬂow reduction. Fishbone catch basin has a higher interception capacity (e.g., 0.014 m3 /s at 0.065 m
head) than that (0.005 m3 /s at 0.065 m head) of the honeycomb catch basin [65]. On the other hand, the
outlet hydrograph of the ﬁshbone catch basin has larger volume (Figure 8) than that (Figure 11) of the
honeycomb catch basin, resulting in lower runoﬀ volume controlled. Nevertheless, none of the catch
basins can intercept suﬃcient runoﬀ to the RBR, resulting in runoﬀ control performance of the RBR
less than 45% for a 2-year storm (Tables 4–7).
3.2. Eﬀect of Inﬂow Distribution on the Overall Runoﬀ Control Performance of the RBR
Eﬀective length of a RBR, deﬁned as the extent at which the captured runoﬀ at a catch basin is
distributed along a RBR, aﬀect the overall runoﬀ control performance. It depends upon the inﬂow rate
and the perforation arrangement of the inﬂow distribution pipe. The calibration of the FLOW-3D model
was based on (1) mesh sizes of the pipe and the perforations; (2) physics model coeﬃcients such as the
turbulence mixing length parameter; (3) boundary conditions such the pipe alignment and perforation
locations; and (4) options for volume-of-ﬂuid methods. An accepted goodness of ﬁt criterion of 15%
was also assumed to account for the uncertainty of the experimental pipe inner wall boundary and
slope, perforation size, orientation, spacing, and level and ﬂow sensors. As indicated in Figure 12, the
measured water proﬁles along the perforated pipe (with 25 mm sized perforations) are non-uniform
and the FLOW-3D model simulated water proﬁles generally match the laboratory measurements
(within 10–15%) over the test ﬂow range of 0.63 to 10.28 L/s. For lower inﬂows (less than 8.08 L/s),
the goodness of ﬁt between the measured and the simulated water proﬁles are consistent. Under the
partially surcharged condition (at 10.28 L/s), there is a clear discrepancy between the measured and
modelled water proﬁle near the entrance. Given the focus of this study is the free surface water proﬁles,
the calibration is considered acceptable.
The calibrated FLOW-3D model was used to simulate water proﬁles along the inﬂow distribution
pipe of the Toronto RBR under diﬀerent inﬂow rate conditions. The Toronto RBR’s inﬂow distributed
pipe has the following characteristics: 150 mm perforated pipe with a total length of 18 m, 19 sets
of 10 mm perforations at a distance of 0.9 m apart. Figure 13 shows the simulated water proﬁles
ranging from 2 to 10 L/s. It is noted that the water proﬁles at 4 L/s or below are gradually varied and
do not distribute over the whole length of the pipe. The critical (minimum) inﬂow, which distributes
fully and non-uniformly over the 18 m was found to be about 6 L/s. Two alternative eﬀective lengths,
12 m (67% of 18 m) and 16 m (88% of 18 m), and the full length (i.e., 100%) of the inﬂow pipe were
investigated for the Toronto RBR using the dual drainage PCSWMM model. Figure 14 shows the
inﬂow and outﬂow hydrographs of 100% (18 m), 88% (16 m), 67% (12 m) of the RBR. For the 2-year
design storm (Figure 14a), the inﬂow hydrograph was increasingly attenuated as the eﬀective length
increases (i.e., 67% > 88% > 100%). However, the eﬀect of diﬀerent eﬀective lengths on the outﬂow
hydrograph is negligible for the 5-year design storm (Figure 14b). Since the diﬀerence between the
16 m and 18 m outﬂow hydrographs is relatively small, the outﬂow hydrograph of 12 m (67% of the
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full length) was used to represent the outﬂow hydrograph for inﬂow rate less than 6 L/s. As shown in
Figure 15, the blue columns are the times that 100% of the RBR would be utilized. The captured inﬂow
only exceeded 6 L/s 2 times for the 2-year storm and 14 times for the 100-year storm. As a result, the
outﬂow hydrographs for 2-, and 100-year storms were adjusted to 67% eﬀective length for those time
periods less than 6 L/s while the rest of the outﬂow hydrographs were assumed to be 100% full length.
For the 2-year storm condition, the peak ﬂow reduction and the runoﬀ volume controlled of RBR with
outﬂow adjustment are about 2% less than those without outﬂow adjustment. There is negligible
diﬀerence for the 100-year storm condition.

Figure 12. Comparison of the FLOW-3D model simulations with the experimental results.

Figure 13. Water proﬁles for various inﬂow rates.
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(a)

(b)
Figure 14. Inﬂow and outﬂow hydrographs of RBR for 12, 16, 18 m of length (a) 2-year; (b) 5-year.
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(a)

(b)
Figure 15. The modiﬁed inﬂow and outﬂow hydrographs for; (a) 2-year storm; (b) 100-year storm.

4. Discussion
The ﬁrst investigation of catch basin eﬀects has demonstated the importance of a catch basin inlet
on the overall runoﬀ control performance of a RBR. Although, the number of catch basins along a
road are designed to match the drainage capacity of a storm sewer (e.g., runoﬀ of a 2-year storm), an
underground RBR is typically aligned with one catch basin. For the four types of catch basins in the
Toronto case study, the peak ﬂow rate reduction and the runoﬀ volume controlled for 100-, and 2-year
design storms were 12–24%, and 36–44%, respectively because the majority of the runoﬀ bypassed the
inlet of the RBR. This case study ﬁnding is similar to the intercepting eﬃciency (35–48%) simulated by
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a detailed two-dimensional (2D) overland ﬂow simulation model FullSWOF_2D (with grate-inlet and
one-dimensional pipe ﬂow) and 20 storm inlet monitored results reported by Li et al. [56].
The second investigation of eﬀective length or eﬀective utilization of a RBR has indicated
that water proﬁles along the inﬂow distribution pipe can be spatially varied and the hydraulics of
inﬂow distribution pipe aﬀects the runoﬀ control performance of a RBR. However, the inﬂow pipe
characteristics (e.g., number and size of perforations, distance between perforations) of the Toronto
RBR do not cause a signiﬁcant diﬀerence of the runoﬀ peak ﬂow reduction and the runoﬀ volume
controlled (2% diﬀerence for a 2-year storm and negligible diﬀerence for a 100-year storm) even the
eﬀective length of the RBR was taken into consideration.
5. Conclusions and Recommendations
Based on the aforementioned research, the following conclusions are drawn and recommendations
are suggested:
1.

2.

No matter how well a RBR is designed (e.g., soil porosity, types of soil, and other outlet features),
the inlet dictates its overall runoﬀ control performance. Catch basins are storm inlets and their
intercepting capacities vary according to their design (longitudinal and cross slope of road, grate
openings and orientation, curb openings). In order to capture more runoﬀ to a RBR, double curb
and grate catch basins or multiple inlets should be considered. Recent research studies [49,53,54]
also indicate that the traditional hydraulic calculations of catch basin eﬃciencies may not be
adequate. Thus, future investigations of RBR performance should update the traditional inlet
eﬃciency curves of currently available catch basins.
The overall runoﬀ control performance of RBR is dependent upon the distribution of inﬂow over
the RBR. In order to fully utilize a RBR, a detailed hydraulic analysis of the inﬂow distribution
pipe, including the perforation size, orientation, spacing, should be performed. Although the
case study does not show any signiﬁcant diﬀerence in runoﬀ control performance between
the partially and fully utilized RBR, there are situations in which the partially utilized RBR
may be important. For instance, if the perforation size is large and their spacing is short,
short-curcuiting of ﬂow through the RBR may occur, resulting in large periods of partially utilized
RBR and low runoﬀ control performance. Perforated pipes are increasing used as conveyanace
and exﬁltration components in LIDs, such as grass swale-perforated pipes [66], inﬁltration
trenches [59], exﬁltration storage systems [6] and bioretentions [7]. Unfortunately, detailed
perforated pipe hydraulic analyses [60,61] are rarely considered in LID modeling. Future research
of RBR should not only focus on the associated chemical and biological processes but also the
hydraulics of ﬂows at the inlet and perforated distribution pipes.
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Abstract: Climate change and urbanization are increasing the intensity and frequency of ﬂoods in
urban areas. Low Impact Development (LID) is a technique which attenuates runoﬀ and manages
urban ﬂooding. However, the impact of climate change and urbanization on the demand or need for
LID in cities for both current and future conditions is not known. The primary goal of this research
was to evaluate the demand for LID under diﬀerent climate change and urban growth scenarios based
on a physical-based geospatial framework called the hydrological-hydraulic index (HHI). To do this,
12 scenarios considering four climate change and three urbanization conditions were developed.
The HHI for three cities in Canada (Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver) were estimated, evaluated,
and compared for these scenarios. The results show that both urbanization and climate change
increase the demand for LID. The contribution of climate change and urbanization on LID demand,
measured using HHI, varies for each city: in Toronto and Montreal, high rainfall intensity and low
permeability mean that climate change is dominant, whereas, in Vancouver, both climate change and
urbanization have a similar impact on LID demand. Toronto and Montreal also have a higher overall
demand for LID and the rate of increase in demand is higher over the study period. The results of
this study provide us with a comprehensive understanding of the eﬀect of climate and urbanization
on the demand for LID, which can be used for ﬂood management, urban planning, and sustainable
development of cities.
Keywords: climate change; urbanization; low impact development; stormwater; urban runoﬀ;
Toronto; Montreal; Vancouver; ﬂooding; geospatial modeling

1. Introduction
Floods are a major growing natural hazard that causes the loss of human lives and properties.
The proportion of ﬂood occurrence was the highest of all types of natural disasters from 1995 to 2015 [1].
The frequency of ﬂooding has increased during the last two decades (1995 to 2015) [2]. During the same
period, ﬂoods caused 157,000 fatalities globally (accounting for 26% of all weather-related disasters).
In addition, it aﬀected the quality of life of 2.3 billion people, which is the highest share (56%) among
weather-related disasters [1]. In terms of economic losses, based on UNISDR (2016), between 2006
and 2016, the average annual costs associated with ﬂooding were about 50 billion USD. This ranks
ﬁrst among all natural disasters. These damages include all types of regions (i.e., land uses) including
urban areas [3].
There exist several key drivers of urban ﬂood risk such as urbanization, urban sprawl, increasingly
unresponsive engineering, global climate change, and ﬂuvial and pluvial changes [4]. Urbanization
Water 2020, 12, 1280; doi:10.3390/w12051280
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causes changes to terrains, slopes, soil type, and vegetative cover, which result in a change of
the hydrologic behavior of urbanized areas [5]. Among these changes, the expansion of impervious
surfaces dramatically increases the volume of surface runoﬀ [6–9]. The expansion of impervious
surfaces can occur in two contexts: (1) within a constant area (by an increase of the imperviousness
densiﬁcation within a ﬁxed area); and (2) by increasing the area of the city (expansion of impervious
area). However, in our research, we only considered the ﬁrst context. On the other hand, due to a
higher population density and valuable properties in urban areas, the inﬂuence of ﬂoods on these
environments is intensive and excessively costly. Thus, urban areas are more vulnerable to the eﬀect
of ﬂoods, and, by the growth of the urban population, therefore, vulnerability and exposure are also
signiﬁcantly higher [2]. Climate change and the increase of rainfall intensity have also increased ﬂood
risk associated with the frequency of the occurrence of the ﬂood [2], and this trend is expected to
continue in many regions.
To cope with this, the traditional and most common approach is using a stormwater collection
network (SCN). The objective of SCN is to collect and rapidly convey surface runoﬀ to a predetermined
outfall (e.g., receiving water bodies such as rivers, lakes, or ponds) [10]. However, several issues are
associated with SCN. SCN is designed for a speciﬁc rainfall event; thus, there is an evident limitation
of the capacity to manage extreme ﬂood events which are likely due to climate change. This issue
is exacerbated by the fact that existing SCNs are aging and performing at a lower capacity. Besides,
SCN collects polluted runoﬀ from urban surfaces, which causes environmental damages and ﬁnancial
losses. These losses are either due to contamination of receiving waters or treating the collected runoﬀ
at stormwater treatment plants. Even though using SCN is a well-known and well-documented
method [11,12], it has several issues, which necessitate a diﬀerent approach to managing runoﬀ in
urban areas.
The smart and sustainable urban growth approach commonly known as Low Impact Development
(LID) is an innovative solution to complement SCN, which is increasingly being adopted in cities
around the world [13–17]. LID can be incorporated with existing SCN to increase the capacity of
the SCN and, thus, improve their performance. LID allows for reducing the risk of ﬂoods by reducing
urban runoﬀ [14,17–22]. This is achieved by reducing imperviousness, conserving natural resources
and ecosystems, maintaining natural drainage courses, reducing the use of pipes, and minimizing
clearing and grading during the development process. Structural techniques such as bioretention cells,
rain gardens, green roofs, and permeable pavements are also used to increase inﬁltration, thereby
decreasing the amount of runoﬀ and delaying the time to peak [15,23,24].
Demand for LID in diﬀerent locations varies based on diﬀerent factors such as land cover type,
topography, etc. [25–27]. From a hydrological-hydraulic point of view, this demand is associated with
the extent of the runoﬀ generated in each site. That is, the higher is the generated runoﬀ, the higher is
the demand for capturing the runoﬀ at the source (the site) [18,25]. The change in rainfall intensity
and depth (caused by climate change) and land cover type (caused by urbanization) are the two main
factors that aﬀect the extent of this demand. In a speciﬁc site, if the rainfall or the land cover changes,
the demand for LID will change accordingly [25]. This is due to the change in the volume of runoﬀ
generated at that site, which is a function of both climate and land cover.
At the city-scale additional complexity is introduced due to numerous LID sites, constant urban
change (and growth), global climate change, and the non-uniform spatial distribution of land cover and
rainfall [2,28–32]. Thus, it is extremely important to be able to quantify this complexity to attain insight
into how changes in climate and urban land cover inﬂuence the demand for LID. Such information is
useful for urban planning, designing multifunctional urban infrastructure, policymaking regarding
urban growth, and the optimal assignment of ﬁnancial resources for runoﬀ and ﬂood risk management.
Therefore, the objective of our study was to investigate the eﬀect of climate change and urbanization
on the demand for LID.
The results of such an investigation will provide us with an insight into the eﬀect of climate
and urbanization on the demand for LID. This article holistically covers the scenarios under which
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either only one change takes place (i.e., climate or urbanization) or both (i.e., climate and urbanization),
and discusses the causes and eﬀects of the future demand for LID for three selected Canadian
cities. It also discusses the contribution of climate change and urbanization factors on the change of
hydrological and hydraulic processes. The manuscript is organized as follows. Section 2 presents
the methods including the study area, the geospatial data, and the development of climate change
and urban growth scenarios. Sections 3 and 4 include the results and discussion, respectively, followed
with the conclusion in Section 5.
2. Methods
In our study, we used a physical-based geospatial index called the hydrological-hydraulic index
(HHI) [25]. We estimated HHI for three Canadian cities (Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver) using
the approach proposed Kaykhosravi et al. [25]. The HHI was generated for these cities under various
climate and urbanization scenarios. For urbanization, we developed diﬀerent land cover scenarios to
represent diﬀerent degrees of future urbanization, by modifying existing pervious areas to impervious
areas. For the climate change scenarios, we created spatial rainfall distribution maps based on
the projected Intensity–Duration–Frequency (IDF) curves for each city. These maps included historical
data as well as three future climate change scenarios. The urbanization and climate change scenarios
were integrated and used to estimate, evaluate, and compare the HHI (a measure of LID demand [25])
for each city.
2.1. Description of the Three Canadian Cities
The study area in this research includes three metropolitan Canadian cities: Toronto, Montreal,
and Vancouver. The location of all cities and their administrative border are presented in Figure 1.
The ﬁgure illustrates the current status of land cover in all cities, categorized into three classes:
impervious lands, pervious lands, and water bodies.

Figure 1. The location of the three case-study cities within Canada showing three land cover categories:
(a) Toronto; (b) Montreal; and (c) Vancouver.

The area of Toronto is 633.5 km2 and the population of the city in 2019 was 2.96 million [33].
The average annual precipitation of Toronto for the 1951–1980 period is 814 mm [34] which is the lowest
precipitation among the three cities. The pervious to impervious ratio (PIR) (ratio of areas excluding
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water bodies) is about 1.17 based on the available land cover data (from 2007) meaning that land cover
in Toronto is dominated by pervious land cover.
The area of Montreal is 624.4 km2 , slightly lower than Toronto, and the population of the city in
2016 (based on the most recent census data) is 1.96 million [35]. The average annual precipitation for
the 1951–1980 period is 1028 mm [34], which is slightly higher than in Toronto. The PIR for Montreal is
0.21 which is the lowest among all three cities, meaning that the city is highly urbanized or, in other
words, dominated by impervious land cover.
Vancouver area is 136.5 km2 and the population of the city in 2016 (based on the most recent census
year) is 2.55 million [36]. The average annual precipitation for the 1951–1980 period is 1569 mm [34],
which shows the city has the highest precipitation depth among the three cities. The PIR for Vancouver
according to the available land cover (from 2014) is 0.64, which is higher than Montreal but lower
than Toronto. In addition, this indicates that the land cover of Vancouver is largely dominated by
impervious land cover.
2.2. Geospatial Data Used for Generating the HHI
Our analysis in this study was conducted based on geospatial analysis. The HHI model was
developed using Python and the ArcPy package was used to perform the analysis. The data used to
estimate HHI included:
•
•
•
•

Meteorological station data: To estimate rainfall intensity
Surﬁcial geology: To estimate the depth to restrictive layer and the hydraulic conductivity
Groundwater tables: To estimate the depth to groundwater
Digital Elevation Model (DEM) data: To estimate the slope

All geospatial data used in this study are publicly available and were downloaded from various
open data sources [37–43]. All datasets were converted into raster format with a ground resolution
of 5 m × 5 m (to align with the digital elevation model of Toronto). This resolution was used as
the reference resolution for this research.
The raster maps that were derived from these data were overlaid using Equation (1) [25] to
generate the HHI. HHI ranks the cells (i.e., the pixels of the raster data) by their runoﬀ generation
potential. Thus, cells with higher HHI generate higher volume and peak runoﬀ ﬂow rate. Ranking
the cells based on HHI values highlights the cells that are the main source of runoﬀ generation. On this
basis, we can target the high HHI cells for LID implementation, and thereby eﬀectively maximize
runoﬀ reduction [25]. Since the demand for implementation of LID corresponds to the HHI values,
site with higher HHI values are considered as sites with higher demand for LID [25]. The HHI index
accounts for seven variables, as presented in Equation (1).
⎧
 
 
 

⎪
0.385
⎪
⎪
⎨ Rj − (Ks )j ∩ (Ki )j ∩ nj × Dg j ∩ (Dr )j × 1 + (tan S)
HHIj = ⎪
⎪
⎪
⎩0

for Rj > Ksj
for Rj ≤ Ksj

(1)

In Equation (1), j is the cell number; HHIj is HHI at cell j; Rj is rainfall intensity (mm/h) at cell j;
(Ks )j is saturated hydraulic conductivity of the surﬁcial soil (mm/h) at cell j; (Ki )j is the hydraulic
conductivity of impervious areas (e.g., roads, parking lots, and building rooftops) at cell j, which is set
equal to zero for impervious cells; nj is the soil porosity at cell j; (Dg )j and (Dr )j are, respectively, depth
to groundwater (mm) and depth to the ﬁrst restrictive soil layer (mm) at cell j; and S is the terrain slope
(degrees) at cell j [25].
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2.3. Developing Scenarios for Investigating the Integrated Eﬀect of Climate Change and Urbanization
2.3.1. Climate Change Scenarios
The pattern of the eﬀective rainfall (rainfall with losses deducted) can have a signiﬁcant inﬂuence
on the runoﬀ hydrograph [44]. The pattern is typically determined by selecting the position of
the maximum rainfall block (in the hyetograph) and rainfall duration [45]. For hydrological modeling
of a catchment, it is important to determine the duration of the rainfall to which ﬂood generation is
assumed to occur [46]. Generally, for catchments above 40 km2 , the eﬀective daily rainfall duration is
in the order of 12 h (with the time of concentration between 4 and 12 h); for catchments larger than
500 km2 , or slow-reacting catchments, a sub-daily distribution is not needed. Smaller catchments
are reactive to short but intensive rainfall events in producing their highest peaks [46]. For example,
the recommended duration is 10 min inlet time for small (micro-scale) catchments, whereas the actual
time of concentration should be used for larger-scale catchments, according to the Wet Weather Flow
Management Guidelines for Toronto [47]. In this study, the catchments were generally small and,
therefore, shorter durations (less than the time of concentration) were used for the analysis. However,
due to the lack of such ﬁne resolution data for all three cities, a duration of 60 min was used for eﬀective
rainfall for each city for the HHI analysis. In addition, a 10-year return period (RP) was selected
because this is the most extreme scenario suggested by Canadian guidelines for the design of small
wet weather systems including LID. The RPs suggested by these guidelines include 2 [47–49], 5 [48],
or 10-year [47,50].
For the projected IDF data, we used the IDF_CC Tool 4.0 (Computerized Tool for the Development
of Intensity-Duration-Frequency Curves under Climate Change—Version 4.0) [51]. The available
range of IDF data available through this tool are the years 2006–2100. Generating IDF curves based
on stationary historical data cannot capture the changing climate conditions; thus, this tool uses two
other models: Global Climate Models (GCMs) and Regional Climate Models (RCMs) [52]. Both GCMs
and RCMs need spatial and temporal downscaling, which relies on the historically observed data for
the time-period of observations [52]. Downscaling links GCM/RCM grid scales and local study areas
for the generation of IDF curves under changing climate conditions. For temporal downscaling of
precipitation data, a modiﬁed version of the equidistant quantile-matching (EQM) method is used in
this tool. For spatial downscaling, the tool utilizes a statistical downscaling method. The ﬁrst future
climate that this tool provides is for the period 2006–2036 (referred to as Scenario 2036 in this study),
which was selected as our ﬁrst future scenario [53]. In addition, projections for the period 2036–2066
(referred to as Scenario 2066 in this study) as the mid-term scenario and the period 2066–2096 (referred
to as Scenario 2096 in this study) for the long-term period were also selected. Data from the Canadian
Climate Model (CanESM 2) were selected from among several available climate models within the tool.
The tool generates the IDF for three diﬀerent values of the Representative Concentration Pathways
(RCP) [54] including RCP2.6, RCP4.5, and RCP8.5. The comparison of IDF for these three RCPs for
various RPs (2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100) provided by the tool shows that the lower the RP the smaller is
the diﬀerence between IDFs with diﬀerent RCPs [51]. Thus, for the RPs of 2–10 years, the diﬀerence
between IDF for diﬀerent RCPs is almost negligible. Thus, we selected the 10-year RP and the highest
RCP (8.5 W/m2 ) to derive the projected IDF values for the selected scenarios (2036, 2066, and 2096).
Following the derivation of rainfall intensity using the IDF_CC Tool 4.0 at each meteorological
station within or near the cities, the geospatial distribution of rainfall across each city was estimated
using the stations listed in Tables 1–3 for each city. This process was as follows: First, using the IDF
tables, the rainfall intensities for the 10-year RP and 60 min duration were derived. Second, a geospatial
analysis (using Inverse Distance Weighted method, IDW) was used to develop the distribution of
the rainfall intensity across the study areas based on the location of the stations. This resulted in 12
diﬀerent rainfall distribution maps (four for each city for the selected years including historical IDF
and projected IDF for Scenarios 2036, 2066, and 2096).
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Table 1. Projected rainfall intensity for Toronto for Scenarios 2036, 2066, and 2096 [51,55], 60 min
duration, and 10-year RP. The coordinates are in NAD_1983_UTM_Zone_17N.
Coordinates

Rainfall Intensity (mm/h)

Historical
Data Range

X (m)

Y (m)

Historical

2036

2066

2096

Oshawa WPCP

1970–2006

674,358.9

4,859,722

32.17

35.00

35.45

42.12

2

Toronto City

1940–2007

628,988.2

4,836,464

39.12

43.54

43.59

49.43

3

Toronto-INTL A

1950–2017

610,427.6

4,837,243

38.12

42.06

42.99

47.39

4

Toronto
Buttonville A

1986–2007

630,991.4

4,857,614

37.50

39.56

39.94

45.49

5

Oakville Southeast

1965–1976

610,793.8

4,815,031

32.33

35.70

36.48

40.10

6

Etobicoke

1964–1980

618,586.5

4,831,829

36.05

39.77

40.09

45.12

7

Toronto Met Res
Stn

1966–1987

616,643.0

4,850,681

36.91

40.62

41.62

45.96

ID

Station Name

1

Table 2. Projected rainfall intensity for Montreal for Scenarios 2036, 2066, and 2096, 60 min duration
[51], and 10-year RP. The coordinates are in NAD_1983_UTM_Zone_18N.
ID

Station Name

Historical
Data
Range

X (m)

Y (m)

Historical

2036

2066

2096

609,377.3

5,039,448

42.20

45.70

55.45

55.70
41.58

Coordinates

Rainfall Intensity (mm/h)

1

McGill

1906–1992

2

Mirabel Int. A.

1976–2008

575,554.5

5,057,840

32.41

33.70

40.93

3

P. E. T. Int. A.

1943–2014

598,491.9

5,035,934

34.90

36.66

45.37

45.66

4

St Hubert A.

1956–1995

623,396.3

5,041,931

34.60

36.42

44.99

44.81

5

Jean Brebeuf

1969–1984

609,377.3

5,039,448

32.50

33.91

41.70

42.14

6

Lafontaine

1973–1991

609,338.6

5,041,670

32.35

33.46

41.63

41.99

7

Jar Bot

1977–1989

613,143.1

5,047,295

39.35

39.54

50.80

49.64

8

Valleyﬁeld

1986–1998

570,587.7

5,014,450

32.61

34.99

41.20

41.62

9

L’Assomption

1963–2017

621,983.8

5,074,136

36.28

38.29

47.44

47.43

Table 3. Projected rainfall intensity for Vancouver for Scenarios 2036, 2066, and 2096 [51,56], 60 min
duration, and 10-year RP. The coordinates are in NAD_1983_UTM_Zone_10N.
ID
1

Station Name
UBC

Historical
Data
Range

X (m)

Y (m)

Historical

2036

2066

2096

1958–1990

481,806.10

5,455,276

14.35

14.98

15.60

16.84

Coordinates

Rainfall Intensity (mm/h)

2

Lynn Creek

1964–1983

497,822.00

5,468,587

19.89

21.05

21.94

23.65

3

Ladner Bchpa

1963–1978

503,651.30

5,436,349

11.02

11.68

11.99

13.04

4

Surrey
Kwantlen Park

1962–1999

510,200.90

5,448,586

15.79

16.59

17.27

18.53

5

Buntzen Lake

1969–1983

509,436.00

5,469,707

21.30

22.35

23.43

25.03

2.3.2. Urban Growth Scenarios
The projected land cover of each city was required to investigate the inﬂuence of future urbanization
on runoﬀ generation potential. To develop these projected scenarios, there were several limitations due
to inconsistent and/or complete lack of data for the study periods. To account for the inconsistencies in
the land cover categories, we generalized the land covers into three categories: impervious (buildings,
roads, parking lots, and other paved surfaces), pervious (tree canopies, parks, golfs, grass shrubs,
bare earth, etc.), and water body (lakes, ponds, streams, etc.). For example, in Toronto, all trees (street,
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park, and forest trees) are considered as one category (tree canopy), whereas, in other two cities, trees
are not distinguished from other green spaces, and are part of open spaces or park areas. Thus, due to
this inconsistency, comparing the land covers directly for each city is not feasible. Tables 4–6 illustrate
these diﬀerences for each city. These tables show 8 categories of land cover for Toronto and Montreal
and 13 for Vancouver, each with a diﬀerent taxonomy.
Table 4. Land cover data of Toronto at the year 2007 and its projected changes due to the urban growth
for two scenarios.
ID

Land Cover

Area (km2 )

Base

Scenario 1

Scenario 2

1

Buildings

103

impervious

impervious

impervious

2

Roads

79.8

impervious

impervious

impervious

3

Paved surfaces

108

impervious

impervious

impervious

4

Tree canopy

179.2

pervious

pervious

impervious

5

Grass shrub

149.4

pervious

impervious

impervious

6

Agriculture

6.2

pervious

impervious

impervious

7

Bare earth

4.1

pervious

impervious

impervious

8

Water bodies

3.8

-

-

-

Added impervious

0

82.4 1

139 1

Total impervious

290.7

373.1

429.7

Total pervious

338.9

256.6

200.4

PIR

1.17

0.69

0.47

Total

1

633.5

Pervious lands within a buﬀer of 500 m from the streams were not converted to impervious.

Table 5. Land cover data of Montreal at the year 2016 and its projected changes due to the urban
growth for two scenarios.
ID

Land Cover

Area
(ha)

Base

Scenario 1

Scenario 2

1

Buildings

264.6

impervious

impervious

impervious

2

Roads

103.5

impervious

impervious

impervious

3

Paved surfaces

47

impervious

impervious

impervious

4

Parks and open spaces

41.1

pervious

pervious

impervious

5

Golf

12.5

pervious

impervious

impervious

6

Agriculture

6.1

pervious

impervious

impervious

7

Bare earth

25.3

pervious

impervious

impervious

8

Water bodies

124.5

-

-

-

Added impervious

0

19.5 1

41.1 1

Total impervious

415.1

434.6

456.2

Total pervious

85.1

65.3

43.8

PIR

0.21

0.15

0.10

Total

1

624.6

Pervious lands within a buﬀer of 500 m from the streams were not converted to impervious.
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Another limitation was that the future urban growth data (which were used to estimate future
urbanization) for the selected years were not available. To address this, we used a systematic urban
growth model to generate this data. In the proposed model, we estimated the future state of cells (i.e.,
locations within each city). Our model is a grid-based discretization method [57] which is diﬀerent
from conventional urban growth models such as cellular automata (CA), land use/transportation (LUT),
or agent-based (ABM) models [58]. The selection and priority of the “converted lands” were made
based on a combination of three parameters including the hydrological state of the lands (pervious
or impervious) considering the land cover (i.e., pervious lands such as bare earth were selected for
conversion); the functional importance of the land cover (e.g., tree canopy had priority to bare earth for
conversion to impervious cover); and ﬁnally the total geometrical area of the selected land cover (e.g.,
tree canopy in Toronto has a signiﬁcant share in the area of the city which is greater than the area of all
other pervious lands such as grass shrubs, bare earth, etc.). We divided the conversion process into two
steps. In Step 1 (Scenario 1, representing medium urbanization), a few land covers are converted to
impervious surfaces, whereas in Step 2 (Scenario 2, representing high urbanization) more land covers
follow (shown red colored text in Tables 4–6). Subsequently, the corresponding area of conversions is
calculated, leading to diﬀerent values for diﬀerent cities. The PIR values for all three cities and scenarios
are presented in Tables 4–6. Overall, as expected, PIR decreases with urbanization in all cities.
Table 6. Land cover data of Vancouver at the year 2014 [59] and its projected changes due to the urban
growth for Scenario 1.
Land Cover

Area
(ha)

Base

Scenario 1

Scenario 2

1

Buildings

37.5

impervious

impervious

impervious

2

Other Built

0.1

impervious

impervious

impervious

3

Paved

33.3

impervious

impervious

impervious

4

Coniferous

6

pervious

pervious

impervious

5

Deciduous

21.8

pervious

pervious

impervious

6

Barren

1.9

pervious

pervious

impervious

7

Shrub

0.7

pervious

impervious

impervious

8

Shadow (considered as shrub)

1.5

pervious

pervious

impervious

9

Modiﬁed Grass-herb

13

pervious

impervious

impervious

10

Natural Grass-herb

0.2

pervious

impervious

impervious

11

Non-photosynthetic
vegetation

0.1

pervious

pervious

impervious

ID

12

Soil

0.3

pervious

pervious

impervious

13

Water

20.1

-

-

-

Total

1

136.5

Added impervious

0

13.8

34.3 1

Total impervious

71

84.8

105.3

Total pervious

45.4

31.6

11.1

PIR

0.64

0.37

0.11

Pervious lands within a buﬀer of 500 m from the streams were not converted to impervious.

For Toronto, the impervious area increased by 28% and 48% for Scenarios 1 and 2, respectively.
For Montreal, the impervious area increased by 5% and 10% for Scenarios 1 and 2, respectively.
Lastly, for Vancouver, the impervious area increased by 19% and 48% for Scenarios 1 and 2, respectively.
In each of these cases, the increase in impervious area is measured by comparison with the base
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scenario for each city. The diﬀerence among the “added impervious areas” of the cities for the same
scenario is due to two reasons: (1) the limited capacity of the cities in terms of available pervious land
cover; and (2) the inconsistency in the base maps in terms of the types of land cover (as described
above). This limited the consistent conversion for the same scenario for all cities. For example, “grass
shrub” in Toronto does not have a similar land cover type in Montreal (“Golf” can be considered a
similar class), whereas “shrub”, “modiﬁed grass herb”, or “natural grass herb” can be considered as
similar cover types in Vancouver.
In the highly urbanized state (Scenario 2), the PIR is 0.47, 0.10, and 0.11 for Toronto, Montreal,
and Vancouver, respectively. These ratios reveal how far the cities are from the highly urbanized
state. Both Montreal and Vancouver have similar PIR values for the most critical condition (i.e.,
Scenario 2) with the lowest pervious land cover, whereas Toronto has a signiﬁcantly high proportion of
pervious land cover. Overall, in Scenario 2, in all three cities, the area of impervious lands dominates
the pervious area.
To verify that the urban growth scenarios do not overestimate future urban areas, the computed
scenarios described above were compared to a population-based metric. This metric denoted as
the Additional Required Impervious Lands (ARIL) is presented in Equations (2) and (3). ARIL estimates
how much impervious area is needed on top of the base land cover (i.e., current conditions) to
accommodate the projected population in the future. To calculate ARIL, a linear relationship between
population growth and impervious area (km2 ) was assumed using similar methods proposed in
previous studies (e.g., [60,61]). In addition, we assumed that the population distribution over
impervious lands is homogenous, the population density in the future remains the same, and the future
area of impervious lands is a linear function of the current area and population density. In other words,
future urbanization and urban growth will continue in the future as they are currently.
PPI (capita/ha) = Pbase (capita)/Aibase (km2 )

(2)

ARIL = (Px − Pbase )/PPI

(3)

where Aibase is the area of impervious lands at the base year, Px is the projected population at year x,
Pbase is the population at year b, and PPI is the population per impervious land (Equation (2)).
The projected populations for Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver are needed to estimate the ARIL
(Table 7). The available data for these projections for each city had several inconsistencies creating a
challenge in data integration, particularly due to missing data for the three future periods. To overcome
this, the missing data were estimated using a linear function to the available data (which included
historical population data for each city as well as projected data for certain future years), for each
city. The project data are speciﬁed in Table 7, which also identiﬁes which data were estimated using
the linear function.
Table 7. The projected population for Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver scenarios 2036, 2066,
and 2096 [35,36,62].
Scenario
Base
Population
(million)
1

Toronto

2

2.40 (year 2007)
3

Montreal

1.96 (year 2016)

Vancouver

2.42 3 (year 2014)

Based on projected data.

2

Estimated using a linear function.

3

2036

2066

2096

3.81

1

5.10

2

6.47 2

2.27

1

2.702

3.14 2

3.40 1

4.35 2

5.47 2

Based on available historical data.

Based on Equations (2) and (3), PPI in 2007 (the base year) for Toronto is estimated as
8255.9 capita/km2 . For Montreal, the PPI calculated in the year 2016, for which both population
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and land cover data are available, was estimated as 5159.8 capita/km2 . Vancouver had a PPI of
34,084.5 capita/km2 in year 2016, for which both population and land cover data are available. Using
PPI values, the ARIL of each city for all projected years were estimated and are presented in Table 8.
We compared the ARIL against the developed scenarios. This revealed that the added impervious
lands (by converting pervious lands) in two scenarios are not adequate to accommodate the projected
population with an assumption of constant PPI. In all cases, the ARILs in Scenarios 2066 and 2096
are larger than the added impervious area presented in Tables 4–6. From this, we learned that for
the future land cover scenarios, only converting the pervious to impervious lands is not suﬃcient to
accommodate such projected populations and the PPI needs to increase. In other words, the current
lifestyles will need to be modiﬁed in each city to account for the increase in population, e.g., through
the vertical development of buildings (i.e., densiﬁcation) or an increase in population density.
Table 8. Land cover data of Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver on the base year (2007, 2016, and 2014,
respectively for each city) and its projected changes due to the urban growth in years 2030, 2066,
and 2096.
Base

2096

0.0

170.8

327.2

493.1

461.5

788.6

1281.7

Total pervious area (km2 )

338.9

168.1

−159.0

−652.1

(km2 )

0

60.08

143.61

228.89

Total impervious (km2 )

379.86

439.94

583.55

812.44

Total pervious area (km2 )

120.13

60

−84

−312

0

28.75

56.62

89.51

Total impervious (km2 )

71

99.75

156.38

245.89

Total pervious area (km2 )

45.4

17

−40

−129

ARIL
Vancouver

2066

290.7

ARIL
Montreal

2036

Total impervious (km2 )

ARIL
Toronto

(km2 )

(km2 )

2.3.3. Integrated Urban Growth and Climate Change Scenarios
We investigated all possible combinations of our selected urbanization and climate change
scenarios. Using this, the inﬂuence of the sole change of any scenario as well as the combined
change of any land cover and climate scenarios can be analyzed. The developed scenarios are labeled
and presented in Table 9.
Table 9. The 12 combinations of climate change and urbanization scenarios.
Climate Change

Urbanization
Scenarios

Base Year

Sc 2036

Sc 2066

Sc 2096

Sc00 (base land cover)

C-base-00

C-2036-00

C-2066-00

C-2096-00

Sc01 (medium urbanized)

C-base-01

C-2036-01

C-2066-01

C-2096-01

Sc02 (highly urbanized)

C-base-02

C-2036-02

C-2066-02

C-2096-02

3. Results
A brief comparison of climate condition and urbanization under diﬀerent scenarios is presented
in Figures 2 and 3. The mean rainfall intensity of the cities shows that the rainfall intensity of Toronto
is slightly higher than that of Montreal and more than double the rainfall intensity of Vancouver.
However, Vancouver has a maximum average annual rainfall of 1569 mm, about 90% higher than
Toronto and 50% higher than Montreal. Overall, the trend of projected mean rainfall intensity presents
an increase in the intensity of rainfall in the future for each city for each future period. However,
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there is an exception for Toronto in Scenario 2066, where the intensity is shown to remain almost
constant compared to the previous scenario (2036). This is similar to Montreal for Scenario 2096
compared to the previous scenario (2066). Note that the variability of rainfall intensity is higher in
Montreal compared to the other two cities.

Figure 2. Comparison of rainfall intensity (for the 60 min duration and 10-year RP event) for the three
cities in selected years.

Figure 3. Normalized ratio of impervious area to the city area (water bodies excluded) for Toronto,
Montreal, and Vancouver.

Figure 3 presents an overall comparison of all urbanization scenarios for the three cities. If zero
impervious surface is deﬁned as the “green city”, Figure 3 shows that Toronto (for the base scenario) is
the closest to the “green city” and Montreal is the most urbanized city (closest to 100% impervious cover).
As expected, the two projected scenarios (Sc1 and Sc2 representing medium and high urbanization)
move each city further away from the “green city”.
For the HHI, ﬁrst, a general comparison of the three cities is presented in Figure 4 which shows
the current state (C-base-00, i.e., the base climate and the base urbanization scenarios) as well as
the worst-case scenario (C-2096-02, i.e., Scenario 2096 climate and high urbanization, Scenario 2).
Note that, as identiﬁed above, the C-base-00 comparison has some limitations: the base land cover for
these cities is not for the same year, while the rainfall intensity is based on available historical data
(which diﬀers for each city).
This comparison was made based on the mean and frequency of HHI in each city. Figure 4 shows
the normalized histogram of HHI for each city for the two scenarios listed above; a low HHI value
represents a lower demand for LID, and a higher value represents a higher demand. Generally, there a
higher demand for LID in Montreal, with a slight diﬀerence compared to Toronto, and Vancouver
has the lowest demand for LID. The mean HHI values for the C-base-00 and C-2096-02 scenarios
range from 46.2 to 58.2 (a 26% increase) for Toronto, from 44.0 to 56.4 (a 28.2% increase) for Montreal,
and from 21.3 to 25.1 (a 17.8% increase) for Vancouver.
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Figure 4. Normalized (to the maximum overall cell count of the three cities) histogram of HHI of
comparing the current state (C-base-00) and the worst-case scenario (C-2096-02) among Toronto,
Montreal, and Vancouver.

Toronto and Montreal present a similar pattern in response to climate change and urbanization.
For example, in both cities, a signiﬁcant proportion of the C-2096-02 histograms is higher than an HHI
value of 50, which shows a higher demand for LID compared with the C-base-00 scenarios. In addition,
there is a general change towards a higher frequency of HHI for the C-2096-02 from the C-base-00
scenario. In Vancouver, if an HHI value of 25 is used for comparison, the histogram does not show
that the proportion of the C-2096-02 histogram for values greater than 25 has changed. Both the initial
and ﬁnal HHI values for Vancouver are much lower than both Toronto and Vancouver. The C-2096-02
demand is higher, as expected, for Vancouver, but with lower variance than the C-base-00 scenario.
The HHI values for all three cities are visualized in maps presented in Figures 5–7. As expected,
all scenario results indicate that climate change and urbanization increase the HHI and, thus, the runoﬀ
generation potential in each city, leading to a higher demand for LID for source control. Climate change
also signiﬁcantly impacts HHI more than urbanization in Toronto and Montreal. This can be due
to two reasons: ﬁrst, Montreal is already highly urbanized and, thus, the room for future change in
land cover is limited; and, second, while Toronto has a high share of pervious land cover, most of
the natural soil has low permeability (clayey silt till or silty clay to silt till [63]), thus increasing the HHI
further. Therefore, considering the current state of the land cover of these cities, urbanization has
a lower eﬀect than the change in the magnitude of rainfall intensity. Vancouver (results are shown
in Figure 7) responded to the integrated climate change and urbanization similarly to the other two
cities (an increase of HHI), but with lower values of HHI overall. The diﬀerence between the sole
eﬀect of urbanization and climate change in this city was not as signiﬁcant as the other two cities.
This is because Vancouver has a lower rainfall intensity compared to the other two cities, so the HHI
value is about half the values for Toronto and Montreal, which decreases the eﬀect of climate change.
Note that Vancouver is more pervious compared to the other two cities, thus it has more room for
urbanization (Figure 3).
Figure 8 compares the histogram of HHI for each city, for each urbanization scenario, for the four
climate periods. The results show that, with time (from the base time to 2096), the HHI values increase
(i.e., have a higher mean), i.e. the histograms shift to the right, which indicates higher runoﬀ generation
potential and, thus, an increase in demand for LID for source control. This shift is the lowest for
Vancouver compared with the other two cities. There is an exception in the observed trend in Toronto
for the 2066 scenario for which the mean HHI change compared with the previous scenario (2036) is
minor due to the similarity of the rainfall intensity of these scenarios. Likewise, in Montreal, Scenario
2096 has slightly followed the overall pattern because the rainfall intensity in this scenario has not
increased compared with the previous scenario (2066). In addition, with urbanization, the number of
cells (i.e., locations within the cities) generating runoﬀ is increasing as well. This is because pervious
areas have been converted to impervious areas—and thus, are generating runoﬀ in areas that did not
under the base urbanization scenario (resulting in higher peaks of the histograms).
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Figure 5. The HHI maps for Toronto under diﬀerent climate (base year, 2036, 2066, and 2096) and land
cover scenarios (base, Scenario 1, and Scenario 2).

Figure 6. The HHI maps for Montreal under diﬀerent climate (base year, 2036, 2066, and 2096) and land
cover scenarios (base, Scenario 1, and Scenario 2).
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Figure 7. The HHI maps for Vancouver under diﬀerent climate (base year, 2036, 2066, and 2096)
and land cover scenarios (base, Scenario 1, and Scenario 2).

Figure 8. Normalized histograms of HHI (to the maximum HHI frequency of the cities) comparing
the same urbanization scenarios (base, Scenario 1, and Scenario 2) and diﬀerent Climate scenarios (base,
2036, 2066, and 2096) for: (a) Toronto; (b) Montreal; and (c) Vancouver.
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Figure 9 shows a comparison of the climate change scenarios (i.e., rainfall intensity) for each
city versus the diﬀerent urbanization scenarios. This ﬁgure demonstrates that the change in climate
has a relatively minor impact on the HHI frequency, as compared to the results shown in Figure 8.
An increase in urbanization results in an increase in the frequency of HHI as well as an increase in the
number of cells generating runoﬀ; this is more evident in Toronto and Vancouver than in Montreal.
While the increasing rainfall intensity for each city results in higher HHI values for each urbanization
scenario, the change is relatively smaller than the eﬀect illustrated in Figure 8.

Figure 9. Normalized histograms of HHI (to the maximum HHI frequency of the cities) comparing
the same climate scenarios (base, 2036, 2066, and 2096) and diﬀerent urbanization scenarios (base,
Scenario 1, and Scenario 2) for: (a) Toronto; (b) Montreal; and (c) Vancouver.

A comparison of all scenarios was conducted to determine the inﬂuence of urbanization and climate
change on the magnitude of the area of sites that have a high demand for LID (referred to as high
demand sites, HDS). To do this, the area of sites that have a value of HHI greater than a threshold value
was calculated. The threshold was set at an HHI value of 50 for Toronto and Montreal and an HHI
value of 20 for Vancouver (these values are the approximate mean HHI value for the C-base-00 scenario
for each city). The area of HDS (AHDS) sites, the count of cells with an area of 25 m2 , was calculated
for all scenarios and compared to AHDS of the baseline C-base-00 scenario. This comparison is shown
in Figure 10.
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Figure 10. The total count of cells with HHI greater than the mean HHI for Toronto, Montreal,
and Vancouver.

Overall, in Figure 10, all three cities show an increasing trend of AHDS under integrated
climate change and urbanization as well as the sole eﬀect of these scenarios. The overall pattern
under the climate change only scenarios is similar to the corresponding rainfall patterns in Figure 2.
For Toronto, urbanization seems to have a slight eﬀect on AHDS, e.g., starting from 1.4 million cells for
C-base-00 and reaching 2.5 million cells for C-base-02. In contrast, an increase in rainfall intensity due
to climate change has a signiﬁcant inﬂuence on increasing AHDS, e.g., the AHDS is 11.5 million cells for
C-2096-00 and rises to 16.9 million cells for C-2096-02. Montreal presents similar behavior as Toronto;
the AHDS of this city also has a notable increase with time for diﬀerent climate scenarios. However,
Vancouver’s responses to climate change are similar to the impact of urbanization (from 1.2 million to
1.9 million cells in both cases) and are lower than in the other two cities. The reason is related to the low
rainfall intensity of this city, which is a key diﬀerence between Vancouver and the other two cities.
To further investigate the sole eﬀect of urbanization and climate change on each city, the normalized
histogram of the worst case climate change scenario (C-2096-00) versus the worst case urbanization
scenario (C-base-02) was compared, as presented in Figure 11. As concluded above, in response to
the eﬀects of climate change, Toronto and Montreal present an increase of HHI value with a shift
of the histograms to the right, whereas this shift is lower in Vancouver. In terms of urbanization,
it is evident that in all three cities the frequency of HHI has increased (i.e., higher peaks). As mentioned
above, this increase is due to the increase in the number of cells that are generating runoﬀ (non-zero
runoﬀ cells).

Figure 11. Normalized histograms of HHI (to the maximum count of three cities) of base scenario
(C-base-00), the worst case of only the climate change scenario (C-2096-00) and the worst case of only
urbanization (C-base-02) for the three cities (Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver).

The trend of the mean HHI values for each city for all scenarios was also analyzed and is presented
in Figure 12. The base scenario (C-base-00) shows that Toronto has a high HHI with a mean of 46.2.
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The mean HHI increases to 57.7 (a 24.9% increase) due solely to climate change (C-2096-00) and slightly
rises to 46.6 (a 0.9% increase) solely with urbanization (C-base-02). The integrated inﬂuence of climate
change and urbanization raises HHI to 58.2 (C-2096-02) (a 26.0% increase). These results show that in
Toronto the increase in mean HHI is due to climate change rather than urbanization. This is because
the city has a high rainfall intensity and the natural soil has low permeability. The consequence of
increasing the HHI is that the total area of sites that need LID is increasing (since more sites are
generating runoﬀ). In this respect, the AHDS of C-base-00 for this city is 1.4 million cells (0.2% of
the city area) and reaches 11.5 million cells (8.4 times higher than the C-base-00) with the change of
climate (C-2096-00). On the other hand, the AHDS growth is 78.6% by reaching 2.5 million cells with
urbanization (C-base-02). The integrated eﬀect of climate change and urbanization increases AHDS to
16.9 million, which is 12.3 times higher than AHDS of the current state.

Figure 12. Comparing the trend of mean HHI of all twelve scenarios in Toronto, Montreal,
and Vancouver.

Montreal has a mean HHI of 44.0 in the state of the base scenario. This value rises to 56.4 with
only climate change (a 28.2% increase) and remains almost unchanged with only urbanization. The
integrated eﬀect of climate change and urbanization causes the increase of HHI value to the 56.4
(a 28.2% increase), which reveals the signiﬁcant and dominant eﬀect of climate change on HHI in
Montreal. The highly urbanized land cover of Montreal leaves limited room for more urbanization;
thus, the land cover of this city has a limited change in Scenarios 1 and 2. Thus, HHI in Montreal is
more sensitive to climate change scenarios rather than urbanization. Regarding AHDS, in the base
scenario, Montreal has AHDS of 1.0 million cells, which increases to 15.6 million cells with only climate
change and 1.2 million cells with only urbanization. The AHDS for this city rises to 17.1 million cells in
the integrated climate change and urbanization scenario.
The mean HHI value for Vancouver at the base scenario is 21.3, and this increases with climate
change to 25.1 (a 17.8% increase) and remains unchanged with urbanization. The mean HHI rises to
25.1 (a 17.8%) for the integrated climate change and urbanization scenarios. The AHDS for this city at
the current state is 1.2 million cells (0.9% of the city area), which increases to 1.9 million cells (1.6 times
higher than the C-base-00) for only climate change scenarios and to 1.9 million cells (1.6 times higher
than the C-base-00) for only urbanization scenario. The integrated climate change and urbanization
scenario raises AHDS to 3.1 million cells, i.e., 2.5 times higher than the AHDS of the base scenario.
The near-equal values of AHDS under the climate and urbanization scenarios indicate that the eﬀect of
both factors on HHI is similar. Although the mean HHI of urbanization scenarios remained the same,
the increase of frequency of HHI has increased the overall AHDS.
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4. Discussions
An overall comparison of the cities reveals the fact that the demand for LID (which is estimated
using the HHI) in Toronto and Montreal is relatively similar and is about twice the demand for LID in
Vancouver. This growth in demand is represented via AHDS: the AHDS increases from 2.5% to 16.8%,
from the base scenario (C-base-00) to the worst-case scenario (C-2096-02), respectively, for all three
cities, which indicates that all cities similarly respond to the integrated climate change and urbanization
scenarios. The highest growth in AHDS is for Montreal (16.8 times higher than the C-base-00),
followed by Toronto (12.3 times higher than the C-base-00), and last Vancouver (2.5 times higher than
the C-base-00). The growth in LID demand is also shown in the increase of the mean HHI values, which
increased by 26%, 28.2%, and 17.8% in Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver, respectively. In addition,
we showed that the demand for LID highly depends on the rainfall intensity rather than the overall
mean annual rainfall. Vancouver, which has the highest mean annual precipitation among the selected
cities, has the lowest demand for LID, which is due to its low rainfall intensity.
Generally, we showed that, if we retain the land cover as it is in these three cities, climate change
will cause an increase in demand for LID since the runoﬀ generation potential for each city will increase.
With climate change only, urbanization only, and an integrated change of both, the three cities showed
similar behavior: an increase in HHI, which indicates an increase in runoﬀ generation potential, as has
been reported in previous studies [64–70].
However, the standalone eﬀects of climate change and urbanization were diﬀerent for these
cities. Toronto and Montreal were more sensitive to climate change compared with urbanization,
and Vancouver was sensitive to both factors. Thus, depending on the rainfall intensity and the extent of
urbanization in the study area the dominance of these two factors varies. Which factor is likely to have
a greater inﬂuence on runoﬀ generation has been reported in previous studies. Some studies found
that urbanization likely exerts a greater impact on runoﬀ than climate change [65,71–73], whereas other
studies conﬁrmed that climate change impact dominates the urbanization in runoﬀ change [67,69,70].
Our ﬁnding is that the key factor is the rainfall intensity. Based on this, climate change dominates
urbanization levels wherein the rainfall intensity is high (e.g., Toronto and Montreal) and adversely
wherein the rainfall intensity is low (e.g., Vancouver). It is notable that, if the land cover of the study
area is already impermeable (such as Toronto and Montreal), the dominance of climate change increases.
In this context, the room for further urbanization is limited and climate change is the only factor that
can alter the runoﬀ.
In this study, we investigated the eﬀect of poor urbanization by converting pervious land covers
to impervious. By poor urbanization, we mean urban development by increasing impervious surfaces
without either decreasing imperviousness in other locations or implementing LID. Therefore, for future
research, we suggest the study of more city-scale cases such as areas with both high permeability
and runoﬀ intensity (which were not included in three case studies) to further investigate the dominance
of urbanization and climate change.
In addition, in contrast to the poor urbanization scenarios, a study on smart urban growth [13]
is recommended. From the hydrological point of view, smart growth consists of measures such
as preventing urban sprawl in future development (e.g., poor urban planning such as designing
wide streets) [13] as well as using integrated stormwater management strategies such as LID [74].
Smart growth is related to the early stages of urban planning [74] and strategies that need to be
considered for future development. LID techniques, a component of smart growth, can be a solution
for both pre- and post-development conditions, i.e., they can be retroﬁtted into highly urbanized areas
or be designed in the initial planning stages of new developments. Cities similar to Montreal that are
already highly urbanized have limited options for new developments wherein LID can be installed;
however, LID can be retroﬁtted into existing areas. Retroﬁtting LID broadly across the city will help
reduce the negative impacts of poor urbanization by increasing the overall permeability of the city.
Cities such as Toronto, which are not as highly urbanized and have low permeability of the natural
soil, have a high demand for LID. Thus, for this city, smart growth for future development as well as
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retroﬁtting existing areas with LID are both viable options. For Vancouver, which has a low demand for
LID compared to the other two cities, the actual need for LID should be investigated in more detail
using detailed design studies and hydrological modeling. However, similar to the other two cities,
smart growth is suggested, since there is demand for LID and the impervious land cover in the city is
dominant (61% of the city area).
Overall, the future urban growth (increase in the proportion of impervious surfaces) needs to
be limited in order to reduce the runoﬀ generation potential, and, hence, the risk of urban ﬂoods.
Additionally, where possible, the current impervious land cover should be converted to natural,
permeable surfaces. The increase in permeability (through the use of LID techniques) will help reduce
runoﬀ generation and oﬀset the impacts of urbanization and climate change impacts.
5. Conclusions
In this study, we investigated the eﬀect of climate change and urbanization on urban runoﬀ
generation potential using a geospatial framework for three Canadian cities (Toronto, Montreal,
and Vancouver). The analysis was performed using a recently developed geospatial index (called HHI)
using publicly available data. Four climate change scenarios (base, 2036, 2066, and 2096) and three
urbanization scenarios (base land cover, Scenario 1, and Scenario 2) were developed. The HHI was
estimated for the three cities for the 12 integrated climate change and urbanization scenarios.
In our study, we showed that climate change increases the mean HHI of the study area while
urbanization raises the frequency of HHI. The extent of these changes varied based on the study area.
Those with high rainfall intensity (Toronto and Montreal) showed a more signiﬁcant increase in mean
HHI compared with the study area with low rainfall intensity (Vancouver). In addition, the current
impermeableness and room for further development within a city aﬀected the extent of increasing
the frequency of HHI.
The results agree with previous ﬁndings on the inﬂuence of climate change and urbanization
on increasing the runoﬀ and hence, the demand for LID. However, the magnitude of the eﬀect of
climate change and urbanization on the HHI varied in each city, which is also in agreement with
results of previous studies. For example, in cities such as Toronto and Montreal with high rainfall
intensity and low permeability, climate change is a dominant factor compared with urbanization.
This is diﬀerent from Vancouver that has low rainfall intensity climate change and urbanization level.
In this city, HHI is sensitive to both factors. We also concluded that Toronto and Montreal have a higher
demand for LID and this increases signiﬁcantly with climate change and urbanization. Vancouver
has a lower demand for LID and a lower rate of HHI change with the scenarios. The results of this
study provide us with an insight into the contribution and the eﬀect of climate and urbanization on
the demand for LID.
These results, and the proposed methods, can be used in ﬂood management, urban planning and for
the sustainable development of cities. It is notable that, in addition to the rainfall and urbanization,
HHI accounts for hydraulic conductivity, depth to the groundwater, and depth to the soil restrictive
layer such as bedrock. In this study, we only investigated the eﬀect of climate and urbanization on HHI
and demand for LID, whereas modiﬁcation of those parameters (hydraulic conductivity and depth to
groundwater) in the future is possible and should also be studied.
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Abstract: In most of the Indian cities, around half of the urban water requirement is fulﬁlled by
groundwater. Recently, seasonal urban droughts have been frequently witnessed globally, which adds
more stress to groundwater systems. Excessive pumping and increasing demands in several Indian
cities impose a high risk of running out of groundwater storage, which could potentially aﬀect
millions of lives in the future. In this paper, groundwater level changes have been comprehensively
assessed for seven densely populated and rapidly growing secondary cities across India. Several
statistical analyses were performed to detect the trends and non-stationarity in the groundwater
level (GWL). Also, the inﬂuence of rainfall and land use/land cover changes (LULC) on the GWL
was explored. The results suggest that overall, the groundwater level was found to vary between
±10 cm/year in the majority of the wells. Further, the non-stationarity analysis revealed a high impact
of rainfall and LULC due to climate variability and anthropogenic activities respectively on the GWL
change dynamics. Statistical correlation analysis showed evidence supporting that climate variability
could potentially be a major component aﬀecting the rainfall and groundwater recharge relationship.
Additionally, from the LULC analysis, a decrease in the green cover area (R = 0.93) was found to have
a higher correlation with decreasing groundwater level than that of urban area growth across seven
rapidly developing cities.
Keywords: groundwater level; trends; non-stationarity; climate variability; land use/land cover
change; developing cities

1. Introduction
Groundwater, one of the Earth’s largest available freshwater resources, is being extracted at a
rate of ~982 km3 /year [1,2]. Globally, groundwater meets about half of domestic water needs and 38%
of irrigation water demand for sustaining food security [3,4]. The increasing global population is a
major concern since presently, about 80% of the world’s population is at an incident threat to water
security [5]. Unlike developed countries, developing countries like India are at high risk of water
scarcity due to the increasing population, lack of adequate regulatory policies and investments in water
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technology, intense anthropogenic activities, and growing urban settlements [5]. In 2050, globally,
more than two-thirds of the population is expected to live in urban areas, of which urban India alone
will be the home to 14% of the world’s population [6,7]. In the next thirty years, it is anticipated that
India should come up with principal changes in urban life as half of India’s population would undergo
tremendous changes in the landscape and socio-economic structure [7]. Thus, ensuring water security
is the need of the hour to decide the course of a country’s growth and future [8].
Globally, the increase in urban groundwater use is driven by the reduction in surface water
potential, higher water-supply costs from public supply schemes, easy access to high-yielding aquifers,
a relatively low cost involved in well construction and maintenance, private ownership, and high
reliability (availability of water even during dry seasons) [9]. Presently, it is estimated that groundwater
depletion has increased in 40% of the major cities around the world [10]. In Brazil, a major increase
in the privately owned wells was reported during the period 1995–2010, as a response to mitigate
the inadequacy in the water-supply during the extended drought crisis [11]. In Sub-Saharan Africa,
groundwater is the fast-growing source of urban water supply to meet the proliferating demand,
despite the higher costs involved in well drilling [11]. Even in some developed countries in Europe,
about 40% of the urban supply comes from groundwater [12]. It is important to note that limitations
in both ﬁnancial and geographical conditions are the important factors in determining urban water
scarcity. Cities that lack coordination among diﬀerent stakeholders and ﬁnancial limitations (e.g.,
Dhaka in Bangladesh and Kampala in Uganda, etc.) prevents the development of a large-scale water
supply project [12,13]. Under such limitations, groundwater seems to be a practically viable source,
and people in such cities prefer drilling water-wells to satisfy partial or all of their water requirements.
Globally, this trend is becoming common in developing cities due to high population growth, rapid
urbanization, increasing per-capita usage of water, high ambient temperatures, and reduced intake
from surface sources (due to increased risk of pollution) [13].
Recent studies suggest that groundwater levels are declining in several parts of northern India,
especially in the regions of high population densities [14–17]. On the contrary, increasing groundwater
levels have been reported in Southern India in recent studies, although well failures and groundwater
stress are commonly reported in these regions [16,18,19]. Further, a high irrigation demand to boost
the food supply has already led to the over-exploitation of groundwater, especially in high-intense
agriculture states such as Punjab and Haryana [20,21]. The dependence of groundwater for public and
private water supply is also becoming indispensable in developing cities across India, which would
further add stress on groundwater systems [22,23].
According to the report of the National Institute for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog’s Composite
Water Management Index (CWMI), twenty-one Indian cities, including major cities like Delhi, Bengaluru,
Chennai, and Hyderabad, are presently facing an acute water crisis, and about 40% of India’s population
possibly would have no access to drinking water by 2030 [24]. The recent water crisis during the 2019
summer in the Indian city of Chennai has highlighted the imminent water crisis. Chennai’s groundwater
storage fell rapidly due to limited recharge from the monsoon, and long-term over-exploitation, which
led to drying up of wells, and the city has ferried water from nearby areas through tankers and
rail wagons to suﬃce the seasonal demand [25]. This is a clear warning to most of the other Indian
cities, which are highly dependent on groundwater (unreliable public water supply systems often
fail due to frequent urban drought) for meeting the domestic water demands. In most of the urban
areas, water supplied through the public water supply system is inadequate due to water scarcity
or lack of water supply infrastructure [26]. Thus, the benchmark supply level of 135 L per capita
per day (lpcd), prescribed by the Indian Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, could not be
met [26]. Therefore, the groundwater through household or private bore wells has often been used to
oﬀset the demand–supply gap. The limited water availability imposes the risk of over-exploitation of
groundwater to meet the domestic and industrial water demands, along with real-estate growth, and
thus causes a huge threat to the groundwater reserve [27,28]. While climate change and anthropogenic
activities aﬀect water availability [8], the high dependency of groundwater in larger urban centers of
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India has created an acute supply–demand deﬁcit [29]. Recent studies also suggest that the frequency
of droughts over the massive urban environments is likely to increase throughout the Indian cities in
the near future [30,31].
The migration to cities from rural areas is exorbitant and likely to increase in the future. Thus,
the projected rapid urban growth is concentrated particularly in secondary rapidly developing cities.
This would consequently lead to unprecedented challenges and uncertainties in meeting water needs
in the future. While there is a little scope for improving the water infrastructure in developed cities
conceivably due to feasibility and implementation issues, proper planning and management of water
systems are crucial in secondary developing cities.
In the Indian context, no study reported the trends in groundwater level (GWL) changes relating
to non-stationarity neither for developed cities nor secondary cities. However, in other parts of the
world, the spatio-temporal changes and non-stationarity in groundwater levels have been analyzed
using several statistical methods [32–35]. The major ﬁndings from these studies are (i) majority of the
wells exhibited the non-stationarity with signiﬁcant trends in GWL changes, and (ii) precipitation and
recharge of groundwater levels are aﬀected by climate variability (both on an Annual and Decadal
scale), which has more impact than the increasing temporal patterns in pumping [32–35].
While previous studies focused on assessing the GWL trends inﬂuenced by the land use/land cover
(LULC) changes at multiple spatial scales [36,37], this paper focused on a comprehensive analysis of GWL
change dynamics considering the climate variability (rainfall) as well as LULC change (anthropogenic
activity), especially in rapidly developing cities, and discussed the potential driving forces responsible
for non-stationarity. For this endeavor, seven densely populated and rapidly growing secondary
cities that share similar socio-economic developmental goals were selected from diﬀerent geographic
regions across India for assessing the condition of groundwater systems. Various statistical analyses,
widely employed in the literature, such as Theil-Sen estimator [38], modiﬁed Mann–Kendall test [39],
Augmented Dicky Fuller test [40], Phillip-Perron test [41], and Kwiatkowski-Phillips-Schmidt-Shin
test [42], were used to determine the trends and non-stationarity in the groundwater level (GWL)
changes [32,33,35,43,44]. The speciﬁc objectives of the paper are to (i) provide an overall outlook of
trends in GWL change dynamics, (ii) compare the GWL changes with the Total Water Storage (TWS)
anomalies, (iii) determine the non-stationarity in the GWL changes, and (iv) assess the contribution of
climate variability (rainfall) and LULC change to the non-stationarity.
2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Study Area and Data Collection
Seven cities (Table 1) were selected based on the following criteria: (i) population ~1 Million
(2011 Census) [45], (ii) decadal population growth rate greater than ~15% (2001 to 2011 Census) [45],
(iii) high Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and economic growth rate [46], (iv) population density,
and (v) shortlisted as a smart city under the urban renewal program, National Smart City Mission,
by the government of India [47]. The groundwater level data for the years 1996–2018 has been
collected for the selected seven cities from the Central Groundwater Board (CGWB) through
the India Water Resource Information system [48]. The CGWB monitors seasonal groundwater
levels quarterly (i.e., January—Post-monsoon Rabi, May—Pre-monsoon, August—Monsoon,
and November—Post-monsoon) [49]. Grubbs test
 was
 used to remove the outliers in the dataset.


maxYi − Y

The Grubbs test statistics are deﬁned as G =
, where Yi is the ith data point and Y and s
s
denote the sample mean and standard deviation, respectively. The wells located in the selected cities
having at least 18 years of observed data out of a total of 23 years (~80% observations) were selected for
the analysis (refer to Figure 1 for the map of the study area and the wells selected for the analyses) [50].
The monthly Terrestrial Water Storage anomalies were obtained from Gravity Recovery and Climate
Experiment (GRACE) satellite observations for the months of January, May, August, and November
within the study period (2002–2017) to analyze the total water storage in the selected cities [51]. Daily
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gridded rainfall data (0.25ø × 0.25ø ) obtained from the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) were
used to estimate the monthly rainfall values for the selected cities [52]. Moderate Resolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer (MODIS) classiﬁed LULC maps (MCD12Q1v006: LC_type 4 layer) obtained for the
years 2001 and 2018 were used to perform the LULC analysis [53].

Figure 1. Study area map with the well locations in seven cities.
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State

Uttar Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh
Rajasthan
Chhattisgarh
Maharashtra
Tamil Nadu
Gujarat

City

Allahabad
Guntur
Jodhpur
Raipur
Solapur
Tiruchirappalli
Rajkot

1,112,544
743,354
1,033,918
1,010,087
951,558
916,674
1,286,678

Population (Census 2011)
21
45
28
35
12
13
20

Population Growth Rate,
% (2001–2011 Census)

Table 1. Population and observation well details

14,000
430
4900
4500
5300
5500
110

Population Density (No.
of People Per sq. km)
31
21
19
26
49
17
54

Number of Observatory
Wells Studied
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2.2. Trend Analysis
The Theil-Sen estimator, a widely used method in detecting trends in a hydrological time series,
was employed to determine the nonparametric linear GWL trend (in cm year−1 ) [38,54], and the
signiﬁcance of the determined trend was estimated by applying the modiﬁed Mann–Kendall (MMK)
y j − yk
test [39,55]. The Theil-Sen estimator determines the slope between all possible data pairs as, Qi = j − k ,
where Qi is the slope between data points y j and yk at time j and k, such that j > k and i = 1, 2 . . . n.
For n values of the time series of y number of slopes, there is N =
estimator determines the median slope (Q) as, Q = Q( n+1 )
2

n (n − 1)
2

values of Qi . The Theil-Sen


if N is odd and Q = 12 Q[ N ] + Q[ N+1 ] if
2

2

N is even [38]. The MMK test uses a modiﬁed variance to reduce the inﬂuence of autocorrelation on
the Mann–Kendall test results [56,57]. The test
 statistics
 of MMK are the same as the Mann–Kendall
n
test and are deﬁned as S = n−1
i=1
j=k+1 Sign x j − xk , where S is the test statistics, x j and xk are the
data points observed at time j and k respectively ( j > k), and n is the length of the dataset [39,56].
The trends in the GWL were estimated in terms of changes in the depth to groundwater table below
ground level in centimeters per year. Although several methods exist to recover the GWL from Satellite
products (e.g., GRACE [51]), these methods provide only gross estimates with higher uncertainty, bias,
and errors [58,59]. To overcome the above issues, GWL observations from monitoring wells by CGWB
were used. Though the trend analysis was focused on estimating the temporal trends at the point level
(individual wells), the selected wells are uniformly distributed across the city (Figure 1), with each
well representing a block (or part) of a city, which subsequently helps to understand the spatial trends
as well.
2.3. TWS Anomalies and Groundwater Levels
To understand the extent of changes in the overall water storage (includes surface water, soil
moisture, groundwater, etc.), the Terrestrial Water Storage (TWS) anomalies were analyzed. The TWS
anomalies data were obtained from the Gravity Recovery Climate Experiment (GRACE) interpolated
at 1ø × 1ø grid cells for the selected seven cities for the period 2002 to 2017 [51]. The trends and
non-stationarity in the TWS changes were determined, and the results of TWS were correlated with
GWL changes in the selected cities.
2.4. Non-Stationarity Analysis
Non-stationarity analyses were performed to assess the impacts of climate change caused by
low-frequency climate variability and LULC changes on GWL changes [60]. The most frequently used
Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF), Phillip-Perron (PP), and Kwiatkowski-Phillips-Schmidt-Shin (KPSS)
tests were applied to estimate the non-stationarity in GWL changes [40–42].
The ADF test assesses the null hypothesis of a unit root using the model: yt = yt − 1 + β1 Δyt −
1 + β2 Δyt − 2 + . . . + βp Δyt − p + εt against the alternative model: yt = φyt − 1 + β1 Δyt − 1 + β2 Δyt −
2 + . . . + βp Δyt − p + εt , where yt is the time series with time t, Δ is the diﬀerencing operator, β is
constant, p is the number of lagged diﬀerence terms, and εt is a mean zero innovation process [40,61].
The alternate hypothesis (φ < 1) in the ADF test is generally stationary or trend stationary [61].
Similar to the ADF test, the PP test assesses the null hypothesis of a unit root in a univariate
time series; however, it makes a nonparametric correction to t-statistics, which makes it more
robust with unspeciﬁed autocorrelation [62,63]. The PP test assesses the null hypothesis using the
model: yt = yt−1 + e(t), against the alternative model: yt = a yt−1 + e(t), where yt is the time series
with time t, e(t) is the innovations process and a is the auto regression coeﬃcient, such that a < 1 [41,63].
The KPSS test, in contrast to ADF and PP tests (which tests for non-stationary as a null hypothesis),
assesses the null hypothesis that a univariate time series is trend stationary against the alternate
hypothesis of non-stationarity [42]. The KPSS test assesses the null hypothesis of trend stationarity using
the models: yt = ct + δt + u1t and ct = ct − 1 + u2t against the alternate hypothesis of non-stationarity,
where ct is the random walk term, δ is the trend coeﬃcient, u1t is a stationary process, and u2t is an
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independent and identically distributed process with mean 0 and variance σ2 [64]. The null hypothesis
σ2 = 0 implies that the random walk term (ct ) is constant, and the alternative hypothesis σ2 > 0, which
introduces the unit root in ct [42,64].
Although the power of non-stationarity tests varies, all the non-stationarity tests are known to
have low power (power is determined by auto-regression parameter φ1 in case of ADF and PP tests)
when the length of the time series is short [65]. However, the KPSS test is an exception and performs
well in shorter time series, which made it suitable for our analysis (although the KPSS test has a high
rate of Type I Errors (rejection of null hypothesis)) [65,66]. As the availability of the observed GWL
data is very limited, the non-stationarity in the GWL changes was conﬁrmed if the majority of the three
tests (ADF, PP, and KPSS) suggest non-stationarity. Thus, the bias due to data length was minimized.
2.5. Correlation Analysis: Rainfall and Groundwater Levels
The impacts of climate variability on GWL changes were grossly analyzed by correlating
rainfall with GWL changes in the wells having non-stationarity [67]. The relationship between
rainfall–groundwater recharge is complex; however, few studies show a high correlation between
them [68–70]. Since the groundwater system’s recharge characteristics are complex, there is always a
time delay between rainfall and the water to reach the groundwater table [68,71]. The cross-correlation
was carried out for two conditions such as: (i) no lag and (ii) 3-month lag (or 1 season lag) with the
groundwater level data to account for the delay in the recharge of groundwater after the rainfall.
For this, the gridded rainfall data and GWL changes from the wells exhibiting non-stationarity behavior
and falling within the grid were used. It may be noted that about 94% of the wells used in the
analysis are dug wells (lies predominantly in the unconﬁned aquifers) with depth generally varying
between 10 and 30 m, and therefore directly relating the monthly rainfall to GWL changes is justiﬁed
(not accounting for the recharge from the conﬁned aquifer) [49].
2.6. LULC Change Analysis
The impacts of LULC change on GWL were also quantiﬁed. The Moderate Resolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer (MODIS) classiﬁed LULC maps (MCD12Q1v006: LC_type 4 layer) for the years 2001
and 2018 were used to analyze the LULC changes in the respective cities. This MODIS-MCD12Q1v006
data product for global land cover is available at 500 m resolution [53]. A 15 km radial buﬀer around
the center point of the cities was created since the overlay analysis revealed that the urban expansion
between 2001 and 2018 at these selected cities was very much contained within this buﬀer zone.
This 15 km buﬀer zone shapeﬁle was used to clip out the LULC maps of the respective cities. Google
Earth Engine (GEE) algorithms were used to analyze the entire spatial data, starting from accessing
the data to the creation of the LULC change map. The impact of change in LULC components on
GWLs was assessed through performing correlation analysis between the percentage of wells having
signiﬁcant increasing/decreasing GWL trends (>2 cm/year) and LULC change between 2001 and
2018 at the city level. The statistical analyses were also performed for the wells located outside the
urban boundary as these cities have high scope for expansion in terms of infrastructural growth and
socio-economic activities.
3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Trends in Groundwater Level Changes
Trend analysis for GWL changes revealed that the GWL majorly varied between ±~10 cm/year
(Figure 2) across the selected cities. Spatially, GWL trends (Figure 3) were found to be decreasing in
the majority of the wells, except in Rajkot and Guntur. In general, consistent high decreasing and
low increasing GWL trend patterns were observed in January relatively, compared to other months
of observation (Figure 2). A high increasing GWL trend was found in May (Figures 2–4), though
May is considered to have peak summer with high evapotranspiration losses and very few rain
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spells in India [72,73]. This anomaly, however, can be attributed to changes in the characteristics and
spatial-temporal variability of rainfall events in India [74,75]. Very similar GWL trends across the
seasonal data collected in January, May, August, and November (Figure 2) were observed, which
suggests a less interdependence between seasonality and GWL trends. However, the lower tail of
the box plot (Figure 2) indicates a sharp increase in GWL, and this behavior could be attributed to
groundwater recharge from the monsoon rainfall [15,16]. Similarly, the upper tail of the box plot
indicates a sharp decline in GWL that might be due to excessive pumping [16]. Overall, a higher
magnitude GWL trend (increasing as well as decreasing) greater than ~25–100 cm/year throughout
the seasons from January to November was observed, which might be due to the eﬀect of climate
variability and/or anthropogenic activities [76–78].
Figure 2 also illustrates the magnitude of GWL variability among the selected cities. A higher
magnitude of decreasing GWL trends was noticed in Allahabad (especially in August and November),
followed by Jodhpur. However, in Jodhpur, a high-magnitude increasing trend was also found in
some proportion of the wells throughout the seasons (January to November). A high magnitude of
increasing GWL trend was detected in Rajkot, which conﬁrms a very high rate of increasing GWL
in the western arid regions of India, as reported in previous studies [16,79]. A similar magnitude of
increasing and decreasing GWL was observed in Guntur from January to November. However, in May,
a relatively higher decreasing GWL trend in Guntur was found, with more than 20% of wells declining
at a rate greater than 10 cm/year. This might be due to a high surge in pumping during the peak of a
seasonal dry spell since Guntur’s economy is highly dependent on agricultural and allied activities [80].
Tiruchirappalli and Solapur exhibited similar behavior in terms of resulting slightly higher magnitude
of declining GWL. Except for Rajkot, where the GWL was increasing in the majority of wells between
~2 to 20 cm/year, the overall groundwater level was found to be increasing or decreasing at ~10 cm/year
in all other selected cities.

Figure 2. City-wise seasonal groundwater level (GWL) trends based on the Theil-Sen slope. A positive
slope represents increasing depth to the groundwater table in cm/year, which implies decreasing GWL
and vice versa. In the selected cities, GWLs were majorly varying between ±10 cm/year. Relatively,
May has better GWL trends, and at the city level, Rajkot has high increasing GWL trends.
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Figure 3. Spatial map depicting GWL trends for individual wells in seven cities during January, May,
August, and November.
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Figure 4. City-wise seasonal split-up of the wells with groundwater level trends. In majority of the
selected cities, the decreasing GWL trend was found to be higher in majority of the wells throughout the
season. In about ~9–47% of the wells, GWL changes occurred only between ±2 cm/year throughout the
seasons. At the city level, Rajkot has the highest percentage of wells with increasing GWL and Allahabad
has the highest percentage of wells with decreasing GWL with a signiﬁcant trend (>2 cm/year).

There were no signiﬁcant GWL changes (Figure 4) in about ~7–29% (with exception to Rajkot
during January (4%), August (6%), and November (4%), and Raipur in May (4%) and August (47%))
of the wells throughout the study period (we assumed that there is no signiﬁcant GWL trend if
the GWL is varying at ±2 cm/year) in all these selected cities. In the selected cities, increasing and
decreasing GWL trend was found in ~8–79% and ~17–64% of wells respectively, from January to
November. The city-level results suggested that Rajkot has the highest (60–79%) percentage of wells
with a signiﬁcant increasing GWL trend (greater than 2 cm/year). In contrast, Allahabad has the highest
percentage of wells (55–64%) with a signiﬁcant decreasing GWL trend (greater than 2 cm/year). Raipur
was determined to have an almost equal percentage of wells with signiﬁcant increasing and decreasing
GWL in May and November. Overall, the percentage of wells with a decreasing trend was found to
be higher than the increasing trend. This reveals groundwater depletion is evident in most of the
developing cities across India, which may threaten urban water security [8].
Further, analyses were conducted to ﬁnd the percentage of wells having extreme increasing
or decreasing GWL trends (Figure 5). Since the Theil-Sen slope estimates the median trend from a
combination of slopes, it is important to note that the magnitude of the actual trend (increasing or
decreasing) might be much higher than the trend estimated using the Theil-Sen slope method. Based
on the thresholds of ~25 and ~50 cm/year, the percentage of wells having an extreme GWL trend during
the study period was determined. In the ﬁrst half of the year (i.e., January and May), the percentage of
wells with increasing GWL was found to be higher than that of decreasing GWLs in the selected cities.
However, at the end (November), opposite behavior was observed for which the percentage of wells
having a decreasing GWL was high. This might be due to the excessive rate of pumping in November,
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mainly to manage the water shortage caused by the lack of rainfall during the post-monsoon season
across India [74].

Figure 5. Percentage of wells in the seven cities with extreme (high magnitude) groundwater level
trends for January, May, August, and November. About more than 5% and 2% of the wells in the selected
cities have extreme increasing and decreasing GWL trends respectively, from January to November.

3.2. Non-Stationarity and Signiﬁcance of Groundwater Level Trends
The signiﬁcance of GWL trends was estimated using the MMK test. Based on the results
(Figure 6), we found that ~40–93% of the wells in the selected cities had a signiﬁcant trend during the
diﬀerent months of study (i.e., a monotonic trend is present, and the trend is statistically signiﬁcant),
with the highest MMK signiﬁcance observed consistently in November (60–91% of wells showed a
signiﬁcant trend). Similarly, the signiﬁcance of the trend at the city level was found to be in higher
proportions in Solapur (79–95% of wells), followed by Tiruchirappalli (80–93% of wells, except in
August). The signiﬁcance of trend was found to be relatively minimal in Jodhpur and Guntur.
The combined results (Figure 6) of ADFT, KPSS, and PP tests showed that ~70–100% of the wells
exhibited non-stationarity across diﬀerent months (i.e., January to November). Notably, in November,
about 90–100% of the wells (Figure 6) exhibited non-stationarity. At the city level, non-stationarity
was observed in almost all the wells in Rajkot (98–100%) from January to November. On the other
side, non-stationarity is least in Solapur, with 33% of wells (observed in August), followed by Jodhpur,
which has non-stationarity in only 54% of wells during May and August. It can be understood from
these results that the majority of the wells in these cities (at least more than 50%) may be signiﬁcantly
aﬀected by climate variability and LULC change. The presence of such high non-stationarity would
create huge uncertainty in the behavior of groundwater systems, which makes it diﬃcult to predict
future GWLs. Subsequently, this might lead to complex problems in diﬀerent spheres, especially in
development, public health, and irrigation, in the selected rapidly growing secondary cities [81].
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Figure 6. City-wise seasonal split-up of wells with non-stationarity and modiﬁed Mann–Kendall
(MMK) trend signiﬁcance in groundwater level changes.

About ~27–33% of wells in the selected cities were determined to have a decreasing GWL trend
along with MMK trend signiﬁcance and non-stationarity in GWL changes. At the city level, this
behavior was found to be highest in Tiruchirappalli (64% of wells) and least in Rajkot (12% of wells).
Notably, Jodhpur, the city with high decreasing GWL, has only ~20% of wells with this behavior.
Interestingly, we determined that there was no non-stationarity as well as the MMK trend signiﬁcance
in wells present in the regions of high decreasing GWL trend, i.e., Rajkot and Allahabad. Although
these cities (i.e., Rajkot and Allahabad) have high increasing and decreasing GWL (Figures 4 and 5,
respectively), the percentage of wells having non-stationarity and MMK trend signiﬁcance were
relatively lower among the selected cities.
3.3. Terrestrial Water Storage Anomalies
The Theil-Sen trend in TWS anomalies (Figure 7) was estimated, and the highest declining TWS
trend was observed in Jodhpur (−1.79 cm/year) (Table 2). On the contrary, TWS is highly increasing in
Rajkot at 0.67 cm/year among the selected cities. While high non-stationarity was found in the GWL
changes, non-stationarity in TWS anomalies was not observed in any of the selected cities. Similarly,
MMK trend signiﬁcance was also found to be absent in cities with a higher magnitude of increasing
or decreasing TWS trends (Rajkot and Jodhpur). Unlike the GWL changes, the TWS trends indicate
that the overall water storage or the TWS cycle (including surface water, soil moisture, etc., including
groundwater) in the selected secondary cities have not majorly been aﬀected by climate variability and
LULC changes [51]. However, comparing the changes in TWS anomalies with GWL, a high positive
correlation was observed both in the case of increasing (R = 0.85) and decreasing (R = 0.87) trends.
Refer to Appendix A Figure A1 for TWS trends of all the selected cities.
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Figure 7. Terrestrial Water Storage (TWS) changes with respect to time in the cities with the high
increasing (Rajkot) and decreasing (Jodhpur) GWL trends.
Table 2. Magnitude of TWS trend based on the Theil-Sen slope and signiﬁcance of trend based on the
MMK Test.
City

TWS Trend (cm/year)

MMK Signiﬁcance for Trend

Signiﬁcance Value

Tiruchirappalli
Solapur
Rajkot
Raipur
Jodhpur
Allahabad
Guntur

−0.51
−0.67
0.67
0.28
−1.79
0.29
−0.49

No
No
No
Yes
No
Yes
Yes

0.021
0.015
0.001
0.43
0
0.44
0.07

3.4. Rainfall and Groundwater Level Change Relationship
The response of GWL to rainfall was investigated through correlation analysis for the period
1996–2018. The correlation analysis on the wells having non-stationarity in the selected cities revealed
that there is no strong dependency between rainfall and GWL changes. Figure 8 shows the box plot
of the Correlation Coeﬃcient (R) values for all the wells with non-stationarity. The positive R-value
indicates that the GWL increases with rainfall and vice versa. The R-value varying between ±0.2 was
found in ~95% of the wells for both no lag and three months lag (with the exception of Allahabad
in January (under 3-month lag scenario) and Solapur and Rajkot in August (under no lag scenario)),
as illustrated in Figure 8. In the 3-month lag scenario (Figure 8a), negative R values were observed in
the majority of the wells, notably in Rajkot (both in January and November). A similar observation
was noted for the no lag scenario (Figure 8b); however, the tail ends were shorter in the box plot in
August and November. Since the majority of the wells (dug wells with depth ~10–30m) considered
in this paper are shallow wells, the recharge time delay is comparatively small. Therefore, no lag
scenario might be considered as a realistic scenario [71]. Although from the results of correlation
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analysis, no good rainfall–GWL response relationship could be drawn-out in the selected cities for
January, May, and November, the R values were relatively high in Solapur, Rajkot, and Raipur in the
month of August in the no lag scenario. While there is comparatively a good correlation between
rainfall and GWL observed in August in the above cities, the percentage of wells with signiﬁcant
declining GWL trends was observed only in 20–36% of wells (Figure 4). In contrast to August, poor
rainfall–GWL response was observed in January in which almost all the wells in Rajkot, Guntur,
and Allahabad showed a negative correlation. January, which has a poor R-value in the no lag scenario
(Figure 7b), has a relatively higher proportion of wells with decreasing GWL in Allahabad, Jodhpur,
and Solapur (Figures 3 and 4), which suggests that declining GWL have a strong correlation with
decreasing recharge from rainfall. The correlation analysis suggests that the rainfall and groundwater
recharge relationship has been seriously aﬀected and also ascertains the lack of seasonality in the
GWL trends in the selected cities. This conﬁrms the high variability in the rainfall events and the
delay (and sometimes even failure) in the monsoon rainfall, as reported in previous studies across
India [74,75,82]. The results also strongly suggest that climate variability (rainfall) has aﬀected the
GWL trends in the selected cities.

Figure 8. Correlation analysis between rainfall and groundwater level for (a) a 3-month recharge lag
and (b) no lag in recharge.

3.5. Impact of Land Use/Land Cover Changes on Groundwater Level
LULC analysis (Figure 9) was performed using MODIS images collected between the years 2001
and 2018 (refer to Table 3 for detailed LULC area changes in the selected cities). Overall, the conversion
of vegetation into grassland and croplands was majorly observed in all the selected cities. A relatively
high growth in the urban area was seen in Raipur and Rajkot (1.6% and 2% increase, respectively),
followed by Jodhpur (1.4% increase). However, in other cities, the urban area growth was less than
~0.5%, with almost no growth in the urban area of Tiruchirappalli. The higher rate of population
growth (12–45% based on the census), burgeoning real-estate activities, mainly to convert agricultural
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ﬁelds and uncultivated land into barren land (plots) for domestic housing and industrial expansion,
clearing land for road construction and highways projects, increasing the urban built area, etc. [83,84],
could be considered as the main factors for the LULC changes during the study period. Notably, the
high growth of the urban area in Raipur might be attributed to the city being declared as the capital of
the state Chhattisgarh after its partition from Madhya Pradesh in 2001 [85]. Exponential industrial
and infrastructural growth in Raipur in the past two decades has led the city to transform into a
major economic hub in the region [85–87]. The LULC change trends observed in Raipur during the
study could be expected in other secondary developing cities in the future, where rapid migration,
infrastructural and industrial growth, etc., could lead to major LULC changes (especially the conversion
of the green cover into barren land) and the sudden change might create acute stress on groundwater
systems [22,87]. Unlike the metropolitans, where the growth of the urban area is very high in the
outskirts of the city, the seven cities in this study show no signiﬁcant expansion of urban areas outside
the pre-existing urban boundary. This implies that major economic activities in the secondary Indian
cities primarily take place within the existing urban boundaries, as reported in previous studies [88,89].
This subsequently indicates that most of the infrastructural developments are progressing without
signiﬁcantly reducing green cover in these selected cities. Within the seven cities, the highest LULC
changes (Figure 9) were observed in Jodhpur, followed by Solapur and Rajkot. In Jodhpur, the cropping
practice has changed, and the cropping area has increased signiﬁcantly (increased by 8%) during the
study period, which might be the reason for the high decreasing GWL in the region due to increased
water requirement for irrigation activities [90].
On the other hand, in Rajkot, although a signiﬁcant decline in the Grasslands area (green cover)
occurred, the GWL trends in Rajkot are better than other cities. This trend, however, is recently observed
mainly in the western arid states, which might be due to improved rainfall–GWL relationships.
The positive (R = 0.14) and negative (R = −0.22) correlation coeﬃcients were observed when
cross-correlating decreasing and increasing GWL respectively, with the increase in urban areas.
This strongly suggests that GWL decreases with an increase in the urban area (Table 4). These results
are also in good agreement with other recent studies and suggest that LULC has a signiﬁcant impact
on GWL in developing cities [36,91]. Also, a very high correlation between the increase in the bare
soil (decreasing green cover) area and decreasing GWL (R = 0.93) was observed. Thus, the major
inﬂuence on decreasing GWL could be attributed to the conversion of the green cover into barren land
for various anthropogenic activities such as infrastructural development, real-estate, etc. It may be
inferred from these results that the irrigation and agricultural water requirements, although expected
to have a very high impact on decreasing GWL in the selected developing cites (since most of the
selected cities are still having major agricultural activities outside the urban boundary), are not the
major driver; however, the conversion of the green cover (majorly the cropping area) into barren land
has more inﬂuence on decreasing GWL. LULC change analyses also reveal that an increase in the urban
area has a signiﬁcant impact on decreasing GWL. However, the extent of the impact is comparatively
lower (R = 0.14), which could be due to the proper functioning of the public water supply schemes and
lower domestic water demands. However, as the urban area increases in the future, the stress on GWL
might also increase in the selected cities, as previously observed in other already developed Indian
cities [92,93].
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Figure 9. Land Use/Land Cover (LULC) changes in the selected cities.
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69.7
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1.7
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6.6
3.8
79.7
9.9

0.0
0.9
0.5
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11.2

52.9
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49.8
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0.0
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81.3
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5.3
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8.6
0.4

47.9
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6.9

0.0
82.3
0.1
17.6
37.9

Area (%)

Table 3. Land use/land cover changes between 2001 and 2018 in the selected cities.
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Evergreen Needle leaf
Vegetation
Evergreen Broadleaf
Vegetation
Deciduous Needle leaf
Vegetation
Deciduous Broadleaf
Vegetation
Cropland
Grass land
Bare Soil
Urban

LULC Class
−0.59
0.05
0.72
−0.69
0.41
0.93
0.14

−0.20
−0.27
0.19
−0.21
−0.97
−0.22

R-Value: Wells with
Decreasing GWL Trends

0.32

R-Value: Wells with
Increasing GWL Trends

Table 4. Correlation coeﬃcient (R) values for change in the area of diﬀerent LULC classes with the groundwater level in the selected cities.
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4. Conclusions
This paper focused on understanding the GWL trends in the secondary developing cities in India.
Seven cities were selected for the analysis based on various aspects, including the socio-economic
and population growth trajectories. The key ﬁndings were derived based on statistical and LULC
change analysis performed on the GWL data. Overall, it was found that the GWL varies between
±10 cm/year, with the trend to be signiﬁcant (MMK test) in the majority of the wells. Non-stationarity
was observed in the majority of the wells throughout the seasons, which suggests GWL has been
aﬀected by both climate variability (in monsoon rainfall) and LULC change. However, wells having a
high decreasing GWL trend mostly did not exhibit non-stationarity in GWL changes. This indicates
that the declining GWL of higher magnitudes has no substantial variation, possibly due to irreversible
aquifer depletion caused by a high rate of pumping over a long time, where the eﬀects of climate
variability and LULC changes might be negligible. Less interdependence between seasonality (based
on monsoon) and GWL trends was observed, which might have been caused by the impact of climate
variability on groundwater recharge. The cause of non-stationarity in GWL was analyzed by linking
climate variability (rainfall) and LULC with the GWL changes. Correlation analysis between GWL
and rainfall indicates that the rainfall–groundwater level relationship has been seriously aﬀected
across all the selected cities, plausibly due to the failure of monsoon rainfall. Based on LULC change
analysis, a high correlation between decreasing green cover (increasing barren land) (R = 0.93) and
decreasing GWL indicates a high anthropogenic activity. Although agriculture-based activities are
still actively practiced in secondary developing cities, its impact on GWL was surprisingly relatively
low. The change in the urban area was majorly within the pre-existing urban boundary, and the
domestic water requirement presently might not contribute much to the decreasing GWL. However,
with more urbanization, this might change in the future. The major ﬁndings of this study can very
well be adopted in other secondary developing cities with similar socio-economic growth patterns,
especially in developing countries.
Instead of using the derived GWLs from satellite products, which are considered to contain
more error and uncertainty, this paper used point scale well observations to assess the trends and
non-stationarity in GWL changes. However, the bias in the trend and non-stationarity estimates
are still possible due to the limitations in the data length and the number of available observation
wells. Therefore, future research works, including the more observed data to conduct a similar study,
are recommended.
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Appendix A

Figure A1. Terrestrial Water Storage (TWS) changes w.r.t time in the selected cities.
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