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This e-book explores the growth and development of Nordic modernisms in a European
context. Concentrating on and yet not limiting itself to the study of literary texts, the book
shows that the emergence of modernism in the Nordic countries is linked to, and inspired by,
the innovative works published in Western Europe and the USA towards the end of the
nineteenth century and in the first decades of the twentieth century. Presenting Nordic art as
multi-dimensional and dynamic, it also shows that, while responding to aspects of these
innovative works, Nordic modernism itself contributed to modernism as a complex
international trend. The plural form “modernisms” in the book’s title indicates that the
contributors adopt an understanding of modernism that, while recognizing the importance
of the modernist movement between circa 1890 and 1940, is sufficiently elastic to include
various forms of extension and continuation of Nordic modernisms in the post-war period.
The book shows that the experience of crisis—cultural, political, moral, aesthetic—that
underlies modernist artists’ invention of radically new forms of expression was by no means
limited to just one country or one identifiable group of writers; nor was it, as modernisms’
global relevance makes clear, restricted to just one continent. At the level of historical reality,
the First World War represents the culmination of a crisis which had its beginnings several
decades earlier. The Second World War, along with the Holocaust, represents a second
culmination of the crisis, and there is, this book suggests, a sense in which the experience of
crisis has continued to influence and shape Nordic literature written in the post-war period.
Over the first two decades of the twenty-first century, the experience of crisis has increasingly
been extended to include a growing uncertainty about the future prompted by the reality of
climate change.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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