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Some social issues and practices have become dangerous areas for academics to research
and write about. ‘Academic freedom’ is increasingly constrained, not just by long established
‘normal’ factors (territoriality, power differentials, competition, protectionism), but also by
the increased significance of social media and the rise of identity politics (and activists who
treat work which challenges their world view as abusive hate-speech). So extreme are these
pressures that some institutions and even statutory bodies now adopt policies and practices
which contravene relevant regulations and laws. This book seeks to draw attention to the
limiting and damaging effects of academic ‘gagging’.

The book, drawn from a special edition of Societies, offers an eclectic series of international
articles which may annoy some people. The book challenges taken for granted mainstream
assumptions and practices in a number of areas, including gender mainstreaming, social
work education, child sexual abuse, the ethnic disaggregation of population groups,
fatherhood and masculinity, the erosion of democratic legitimacy, the trap of victimhood
and vulnerability, employment practices in universities, and the challenges presented by the
widespread and deliberate suppression of scholarship and research. In an analytic postscript
Laurent Dubreuil discusses the nature of identity politics and the manner in which its effects
can be identified across the many topics covered in these challenging articles.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange ofideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access - high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

6 Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All

authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus

@7 Authors and editors profit from MDPI's over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication

@ MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

@ High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Biicher (VLB).

LE_I Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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