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Several of the 17 papers in this volume represent diverse strategies for improving
sustainability in crop production systems. The maintenance of soil quality and the
reclamation of marginal soils, improving tolerance to saline irrigation water, biodegradable
alternatives to black plastic mulch, use of natural plant extracts against bacterial disease,
and development of cultivars resistant to herbivorous arthropods address urgent priorities in
sustainable systems. Two papers examine the driving forces and effects of adopting
innovative agricultural technologies in food value chains in underdeveloped regions of the
world, and identification of new Asian vegetable crop species for European environments
and markets. Three papers reported on managing fruit set and ripening in important fruit
crop species like orange, apple, and plum. Postharvest techniques to reduce disease and
maintain fruit nutraceutical content were reported in separate papers. Classification
techniques, conservation and utilization of unique plant species, and in vitro propagation
technigues of species with potential horticultural value were described in four papers.
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6 Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All

authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus

@7 Authors and editors profit from MDPI's over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication

@ MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

@ High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Biicher (VLB).

LE_I Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
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