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Entitled “Natural Fiber-Based Composites”, this Special Issue has the objective to give an
inventory of the latest research in the area of composites reinforced with natural fibers.
Fibers of renewable origin have many advantages. They are abundant and cheap, they have
a reduced impact on the environment, and they are also independent from fossil resources.
Their ability to mechanically reinforce thermoplastic matrices is well known, as their natural
heat insulation ability. In the last twenty years, the use of cellulosic and lignocellulosic
agricultural by-products for composite applications has been of great interest, especially for
reinforcing matrices. The matrices can themselves be of renewable origin (e.g., proteins,
starch, polylactic acid, polyhydroxyalkanoates, polyamides, etc.), thus contributing to the
development of 100% bio-based composites with a controlled end of life. This Special Issue’s
objective is to give an inventory of the latest research in this area of composites reinforced
with natural fibers, focusing in particular on the preparation and molding processes of such
materials (e.g., extrusion, injection-molding, hot pressing, etc.) and their characterization. It
contains one review and nineteen research reports authored by researchers from four
continents and sixteen countries, namely, Brazil, China, France, Italy, Japan, Malaysia,
Mexico, Pakistan, Poland, Qatar, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Tunisia, and Vietnam. It
provides an update on current research in the field of natural fiber based composite
materials. All these contributions will be a source of inspiration for the development of new
composites, especially for producers of natural fibers, polymer matrices of renewable origin
and composite materials. Generally speaking, these new materials are environmentally
friendly and will undoubtedly find numerous applications in the years to come in many
sectors.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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