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It is estimated that about 15% of all animals spread across the majority of lineages are
venomous. Animals use venom for various purposes including prey capture, predator
deterrence, sexual combat and the provision of food for their offspring. Humans have always
been fascinated by venomous animals, albeit in a Janus-faced way. On the one hand,
venomous animals have gained a fearsome reputation in the public media, which is further
boosted by an annual global death toll in the hundreds of thousands (with many more cases
of permanent disablement) with the leading cause being tropical snakes. For this reason,
snake envenomation has recently been classified by the World Health Organization as a
neglected tropical disease. On the other hand, a growing global scene of enthusiasts in
industrialized countries is keeping venomous animals such as snakes, spiders, scorpions,
and centipedes in captivity as pets. The (also venomous) honeybees are even used as
production animals in agriculture for the pollination of a wide variety of crops, which
ensures the survival of billions of people and has the added benefit of yielding delicious
honey. Furthermore, recent scientific research focused on exploiting animal venoms for the
benefit of humanity in form of novel therapeutics or biopesticides.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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