
Special Issue Reprint

The Built Environment in a Changing Climate

www.mdpi.com/books/reprint/4640

Edited by
Giulia Ulpiani
Michele Zinzi

ISBN 978-3-0365-2356-9 (Hardback)
ISBN 978-3-0365-2355-2 (PDF)

The papers included in this Special Issue tackle multiple aspects of how cities, districts, and
buildings could evolve along with climate change and how this would impact our way of
conceiving and applying design criteria, policies, and urban plans. Despite the
multidisciplinary nature of the collection, some transversal take-home messages emerge: •
Today’s energy-efficient paradigms may lose their virtuosity in the future unless accurate
estimates of future scenarios are used to design modelling platforms and to inform
legislative frameworks; • Acting at the local scale is key. Future climate change adaptation
will be implemented at the local level. Overlooking regional and local specificities will
contribute to inaccurate and inefficient action plans. As such, the smaller scale will become
vital in predicting future urban metabolic rates and corresponding comfort-driven strategies;
• Energy poverty, heat vulnerability, and social injustice are emerging as critical factors for
planning and acting for future-proof cities on par of micro- and meso-climatological factors; •
Given that the impacts of climate change will persist for many years, adaptation to this
phenomenon should be prioritized by removing any prominent barrier and by enabling
combinations of different mitigation technologies. These topics will receive a global reach in
few decades, since also developing and underdeveloped countries are starting their fight
against local climate change, with cities at the forefront.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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