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Natural products are bioactive compounds synthesized by terrestrial and marine plants,
microorganisms and animals, whose main objective is to prevent them from attacks by
predators and/or pathogens. Traditionally since ancient times, different cultures have used
these compounds for the prevention and treatment of various human diseases. During the
last few years, it has been reported that most of these phytochemicals possess a variety of
interesting and significant biological properties, such as analgesic, antiallodynic,
antidiabetic, antioxidant, antiparasitic, antimicrobial, antiviral, antiatherogenic, anti-
inflammatory, antiproliferative, antitumor and normal growth stimulants, as well as
significant cardioprotective and neuroprotective activity. This thematic book aims to collect
and disseminate some of the most significant and recent contributions of the use of the
natural compounds called phytochemicals, as well as some of their chemical derivatives, for
the prevention and treatment of cancer and other accompanying diseases. On the other
hand, in recent years, the synthesis of numerous chemical derivatives of these natural
compounds has also intensified, with the aim of enhancing their bioactive capacities. Among
all these bioactivities, special attention has been paid to its antitumor capacity through the
potential modulation of cancer initiation and growth, cell differentiation, apoptosis and
autophagy, angiogenesis, and metastatic dissemination. In addition, a considerable number
of studies have linked their anticancer effects to their anti-inflammatory and antioxidant
activities.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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