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Spinoza’s Theological-Political Treatise first appeared, anonymously, in 1670. A6er the
publication of the Opera Posthuma (1677), few scholars took the trouble to take the work
seriously. In his famous History of Philosophy, Hegel only devoted a few lines to the work,
caustically describing it as a mere predecessor of contemporary Biblical criticism. In the
early 20th century, Gebhardt deemed it a pamphlet written as an intervention in the
political-ecclesiastical controversies of the Republican Era of Johan de Witt, which ended
with violent death by the Hague mob. In the 21st century, Verbeek outlined its
inconsistencies and named it ‘badly organized and—let us admit it—without a clear and
recognizable focus’. Notwithstanding this benign neglect, in the past five decades the TTP
has finally emerged from the shadow of the Ethics. In the wake of the growing interest in the
political philosophy of Spinoza in France and Italy and the study of the historical significance
of Radical Enlightenment by Jonathan Israel, recent studies of the TTP have focused on the
context of the Dutch Republic, but also explored the work’s broader philosophical relevance.
This commemorative Special Issue offers a style guide of the various recent approaches to
the TTP, placing the work in its historical context, exploring its Medieval and Early Modern
sources, assessing its philosophical (in)coherence, and, finally, its critical relevance in a
globalized world, in Brazil, Iran, and in times of enduring authoritarianism and fake news.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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