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The most recent scientific literature on the treatment of social problems or controversial
social questions in the Social Sciences classroom, and their inclusion into curricula,
emphasizes the need to introduce students into large-scale social debates where different
points of view exist, different interests are at stake, and where it is desirable that they
construct their own opinions in that respect from a critical and reasoned perspective. Work
with social problems permits a typology of analysis that includes the relative experience of
the past and the expectations for the future in a present that is lived, and to consider the
temporal relation on the basis of an analysis of changes and continuities that are
observable from a comparative perspective. In the comprehension and interpretation of the
historicity of the present and in planning the social future, social problems would have to
represent a fundamental curricular tenant that gives relevance to the
contemporaneousness of the student. In view of the scarcity of studies in this area, this
monograph offers a rich collection of studies aimed at answering two structural research
questions: What are the purposes of teaching history and social sciences at today’s
schools? What is the place of social thought formation and social problems in
learning/teaching in Social Sciences?


