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Art, shamanism, and animism are mutable, contested terms which, when brought together,
present a highly charged package. Debates around these three terms continue to generate
interest and strong opinions in the first decades of the twenty-first century. The editors
recognise the urgency to explore them together in an unprecedented exercise which, to
date, has only been attempted with reference to selected disciplines, periods, or regions. The
contributors to this collection reignite debates around the status of ‘things’ identified as ‘art’
through the lens of theories drawn from new materialism, new animism, and multi-species
and relational thinking. They are concerned with how and when art-like things may exceed
conventional understandings of ‘art’ and ‘representation’ to fully articulate multiple
scenarios or ‘manifestations’ in which they interface with academic discourses around
animism and shamanism. The authors put in sharp focus the materiality of art-things while
stressing their agentive, emotive, and performative aspects, looking beyond their
appearances to what they do and who they may be or become in their dealings with diverse
interlocutors. The contributors are united in their recognition that things and images are
deeply entangled with how different communities, human and other-than-human,
experience life, shi;ing attention from an obsolete concept of worldview to how reality is
perceived through all the senses, in all its aspects, both tangible and intangible.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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