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The enormous contribution of agricultural cooperative societies to the rural world has not
gone unnoticed. This is corroborated by many international entities. The International
Cooperative Alliance estimates that 12% of the world's population is linked to one of the 3
million cooperatives that exist worldwide. Therefore, cooperative societies are not a marginal
phenomenon.

In relation to the role played by agricultural cooperatives in the world, it should be said that
the agricultural cooperative is an enterprise unconditionally and stably linked to the rural
environment, to the farmer and the stockbreeder. For this reason, it plays a leading role in
the local economy and in the fixation of the population to the territory, thus contributing to
the balance and management of the territory, which makes them true agents of rural
development. On the other hand, cooperative societies have been the guarantors of the
structuring of agriculture in rural areas in many countries. These organizations constitute the
main structured, organized, professionalized and stable network established throughout the
territory, in contact with the rural environment, with the capacity to communicate with and
influence farmers and stockbreeders. They directly or indirectly provide much of the
employment in the rural world and cooperative societies by nature develop their activity
under cooperative principles and values that make them exponents of socially responsible
enterprises and, therefore, are the key to sustainable development, as promulgated by the
United Nations through the SDGs.

3.63.6

Order Your Print Copy
You can order print copies at

www.mdpi.com/books/reprint/5375

https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100781511
https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results?issn=2077-0472&hide_exact_match_fl=true
https://www.mdpi.com/books/reprint/5375
https://www.mdpi.com/books/reprint/5375


MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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