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The Religious Freedom Institute’s FORIS project, an initiative made possible by funding from
the John Templeton Foundation, proudly presents, with the assistance of MDPI, this Special
Issue of Religions with a focus on the “Freedom of Religious Institutions in Society.” Its
strengths lie in its global perspective, the acumen of its authors, and the wide range of
subjects and complex factors addressed.

This Special Issue volume consists of a series of articles written by leading religious freedom
scholars and advocates, including Jonathan Fox, Roger Finke, Paul Marshall, Chad Bauman,
Byron Johnson, Timothy Shah, Robert Hefner, Lihui Zhang, Rebecca Supriya Shah, Dane
Mataic, Mariz Tadros, and Akram Habib. It contributes to the overall scholarship revolving
around religious freedom by placing greater and well-deserved attention upon the crucial
nature of institutional religious freedom and its key capacity to enable the enjoyment of
religious freedom and human rights in general. Religious liberty is not an individual right
alone, but rather includes the right of religious communities to gather in synagogues,
churches, mosques, temples, and other houses of worship. Freedom of religion also includes
the right of faith communities to establish religious institutions such as schools, hospitals,
ministries to the poor, universities, and countless others that seek to embody the teachings
of their respective religious traditions. Institutional religious freedom encompasses this full
range of congregational and organizational expressions of religious faith.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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