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This issue focuses on the Buddhist architecture in East Asia. Over the last 2000 years,
Buddhism had transformed not only the intellectual and practical lives but also the built
environments of East Asia. The articles in this issue aim to capture the scope and diversity of
East Asian Buddhist architecture and delineate the front lines of research in the field.

In this collection, without bypassing the significant topics of famous temples, influential
monasteries, and monumental landmarks, we try to restore a more balanced picture of
Buddhist practice and the built environment by incorporating buildings and planning from
the overlooked regions and aspects of Buddhism. Studies here feature shrines and temples
in small villages as well as those in sacred mountains, forms reshaped by contemporary life
as well as those of historical events, and practices in the domestic realm as well as those with
pilgrimage significance.

We want to go beyond the well-established scholarships on stylistic changes, technical
development, and the typological studies of halls and pagodas in China, Japan, and Korea.
There are in-depth discussions of examples from regions and cultures of religious hybridity,
analyzing the way architecture is built for and shaped by the practices of a given community,
integrated into the spiritual and material lives, and share themes and concepts to foster a
comprehensive culture that sustains life and identity of a place. These are significant issues
not only for the scholarship on architectural history, but also meaningful for the
contemporary building of our own life and faith.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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