
Special Issue Reprint

Recent Advances in Research on Island Phenomena

www.mdpi.com/books/reprint/6626

Edited by
Anne Mette Nyvad
Ken Ramshøj Christensen

ISBN 978-3-0365-6316-9 (Hardback)
ISBN 978-3-0365-6317-6 (PDF)

In natural languages, filler-gap dependencies can straddle across an unbounded distance.
Since the 1960s, the term “island” has been used to describe syntactic structures from which
extraction is impossible or impeded. While examples from English are ubiquitous, attested
counterexamples in the Mainland Scandinavian languages have continuously been
dismissed as illusory and alternative accounts for the underlying structure of such cases
have been proposed. However, since such extractions are pervasive in spoken Mainland
Scandinavian, these languages may not have been given the attention that they deserve in
the syntax literature. In addition, recent research suggests that extraction from certain types
of island structures in English might not be as unacceptable as previously assumed either.
These findings break new empirical ground, question perceived knowledge, and may indeed
have substantial ramifications for syntactic theory. This volume provides an overview of
state-of-the-art research on island phenomena primarily in English and the Scandinavian
languages, focusing on how languages compare to English, with the aim to shed new light
on the nature of island constraints from different theoretical perspectives.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
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