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Colorectal cancer (CRC) is currently the third leading cause of cancer-related mortality, with
1.9 million incidence cases and 0.9 million deaths worldwide. The global number of new
CRC cases is predicted to reach 3.2 million in 2040, based on the projection of aging,
population growth, and human development.
In clinics, despite advances of diagnosis and surgical procedures, 20% of the patients with
CRC present with metastasis at the time of diagnosis, caused by residual tumor cells that
have spread to distant organs prior to surgery, affecting the patient survival rate. Standard
systemic chemotherapy, alternative therapies that target mechanisms involved in cancer
progression and metastasis, immunotherapy, and combination therapies are the major CRC-
treatment strategies. 
In the advanced stage of CRC the transforming growth factor-beta (TGF-β) plays an
oncogenic role by promoting cancer cell proliferation, cancer cell self-renewal, epithelial-to-
mesenchymal transition, invasion, tumor progression, metastatic spread, and immune
escape. Furthermore, high levels of TGF-β1 confers poor prognosis and is associated with
early recurrence a:er surgery, resistance to chemo- or immunotherapy, and shorter survival.
Based on the body of experimental evidence indicating that TGF-β signaling has the
potential to be a good therapeutic target in CRC, several anti-TGF-β drugs have been
investigated in cancer clinical trials. Here, we presented a comprehensive collection of
manuscripts regarding studies on targeting the TGF-β signaling in CRC to improve patient’s
prognosis and personalized treatments.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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