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In 2020-2022, much of the world was at risk for catching COVID-19. This reprint,
“Crimmigration in the Age of COVID-19,” contributes to understanding immigration during
the pandemic. It engages a cross-national and interdisciplinary case-study approach to
show how countries carved out exceptions to public health protocols for migrants. In the
immigration context a variety of governments weaponized public health protocols to
criminalize and exclude migrants. The Trump Administration sadistically misplayed the
pandemic at almost every turn. Trump came to power on the backs of migrants, referring to
them as murderers and rapists. The intersection of Trump’s COVID-19 and migration policies
carved out space for the exceptional dehumanization of migrants in 2020-21. This reprint
documents the weaponization of public through crimmigration. Crimmigration is the
criminalization of migration and migrants via state-of-the-art surveillance and militarized
technologies. During the worst of COVID-19, crimmigration strategies--mandatory detention
and harsh exclusions— exacerbated the risk of transmission among migrants. Policies not
migrants were to blame here. The ostensibly public health related Title42 actually pushed
migrants, already at great risk, into unregulated shantytowns controlled by Mexican drug
cartels. Additionally, migrants contended with detention facilities, medium security prisons,
that functioned as Petrie dishes for the disease.

We hope this reprint contributes to understanding the intersection of public health and
crimmigration, and border penologies during these exceptional times.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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