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Toxins are biologically active substances produced by most kinds of living organisms,
bacteria, fungi, plants, and animals. They present a vast diversity of molecular structures and
target a wide variety of receptors involved in a range of physiological processes. As toxins are
selected during evolution to acquire/improve their disabling/lethal effects, they display finely
tuned functional properties o en associated with high affinities and selectivity. Moreover,
toxins are valuable tools to unravel cellular processes due to their extreme specificity for cell
surface and/or intracellular targets. Therefore, toxins are very attractive compounds because
of their Janus-like character; while they mostly act as deadly poisons like monstrous Mr.
Hyde, they can also be tamed into good remedies like admirable Dr. Jekyll. As such, they
have been primarily investigated not only for the light they can throw on fundamental
physiological processes but also for their potential therapeutic applications. This reprint,
emerging from the 27th Annual Meeting of the French Society of Toxinology (SFET,
http://sfet.asso.fr/international), will be of great interest for those in the scientific community
who want to know more about the fascinating world of toxins.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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