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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a new respiratory disease caused by infection with
severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) that caused a global
pandemic. COVID-19 patients o en develop acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS),
which involves acute and lethal respiratory failure. In a meta-analysis, the median incidence
of ARDS in COVID-19 patients was found to be 35 (2-79)%, while the mortality rate in COVID-
19-associated ARDS patients was found to be 39 (12.5-73.1)% (Hasan, et al. Expert Rev Repoir
Med. 2020; 14: 1149). As of 12 December 2021, 270,373,764 cases had been confirmed as
COVID-19 and 5,321,321 cases had resulted in death, according to the World Health
Organization webpage. Various symptoms such as persistent fatigue, myalgia, and insomnia
can persist a er recovery from COVID-19; these symptoms are called “long COVID-19”.
Patients with COVID-19 who survive but develop pulmonary fibrosis may experience
persistent dyspnea upon exertion, a decrease in pulmonary function, and/or a radiological
abnormal shadow. Antifibrotic drugs including nintedanib and pirfenidone are candidate
drugs for the treatment of pulmonary fibrosis due to COVID-19; randomized controlled trials
are ongoing.

However, there are limited studies about respiratory disease caused by COVID-19. Given the
clinical significance of this topic and its impact on clinical practice and public health,
Medicina have published a Special Issue entitled “Respiratory Disease in the COVID-19 Era”
with the aim of gathering accurate and up-to-date scientific information of this topic.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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