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Over the last decades, interest in forensic toxicology has continually increased.
Consequently, the discipline assumed a leading role, becoming one of the reference sciences
for elucidating events of judicial importance. The need to reconcile analytical problems (e.g.,
relating to the qualitative/quantitative analysis of substances of abuse in complex biological
matrices) with judicial requirements (i.e., providing data that can be used as documentary
evidence in proceedings) makes the discipline unique among all "analytical" sciences. Thus,
the availability of validated procedures, the constant monitoring of analytical performance
through quality assurance protocols, the availability of certified “in matrix” standards, and
the analytical problems underlying the analysis of new psychoactive substances in the blood
and other biological fluids represent the challenges of modern forensic toxicology. The
correct interpretation of analytical data, especially to elucidate the extent of impairment
induced by a certain substance, and “old” issues related to the correct interpretation of post-
mortem data (given the impossibility of translating the therapeutic ranges defined in vivo)
represent further areas of research and debate among scientists. Finally, the possibility of
interacting with other disciplines (such as proteomics and social sciences) allows for
extending the concept of analytical data acquisition/interpretation beyond the classical
limits of forensic toxicology (for example, considering the influence of gender when
interpreting the effect of a substance).
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.
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MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
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High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
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Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.

MDPI AG
St. Alban-Anlage 66
4052 Basel
Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
www.mdpi.com/books
books@mdpi.com


	The Identification of Drug Abuse

