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The health and behavior of females during the birthing process in both altricial and precocial
species, along with the survival of newborns in domestic animals, are important topics
addressed in this Special Issue titled "Animal Perinatology: Behavior and Health of the Dam
and Her Offspring." Animal perinatology is increasingly studied and encompasses the final
phase of gestation, parturition, and the lactation period. In this Special Issue, some of the
topics analyzed in mothers include obstetric processes, premature births, gynecologic and
obstetric pathology, fetal and uterine electronic monitoring, parturition in domestic animals,
pain management during labor, the use of labor stimulators, mother–young bonding, the
neurophysiological mechanisms of attachment, maternal care strategies (cross-suckling and
communal rearing), and the adverse effects of dystocia on the health of the mother and milk
production. For neonates, this Special Issue focuses on factors predisposing stillbirths, the
causes of perinatal death, suckling motivation, and abnormal or redirected behaviors, all of
which are of great importance in today's scientific community. Notable topics include the
physiopathology of intrauterine asphyxia, meconium aspiration syndrome (MAS), low birth
weight, hypothermia, neonatal thermoregulation mechanisms, natural sucking behavior of
the offspring; as well as behavioral problems associated with the peripartum period and
studies on animal welfare in both mothers and offspring during this period.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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