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This volume features thirteen original chapters on the causes and consequences of gender
segregation in scientific, technical, engineering, and mathematics (“STEM”) occupations and
fields of study. <false,>Although women have made great strides in equalizing access to
labor markets and higher education, many STEM fields—particularly in the physical sciences
and engineering—remain strongholds of gender segregation in the United States and other
reputably gender-progressive societies. Policymakers, business leaders and activists have
launched countless initiatives to diversify access to lucrative, high status occupations and
ameliorate labor shortages that diminish innovation and competitiveness.
<false,>Contributors to this volume apply diverse theoretical lenses and methodological
approaches to understand the individual, interactional, organizational, and cultural
dynamics that drive this segregation in the United States. Results show that the gender
composition of scientific and technical fields varies a great deal over time and across
organizational contexts and socio-demographic groups defined by race, ethnicity, class, and
sexuality. But despite this variability, STEM work and STEM workers are widely presumed to
be naturally and inevitably masculine. Research presented here reveals how these
stereotypes combine with cultural beliefs about natural and fundamental differences
between men and women to produce gendered aspirations and reinforce inequalities in the
US scientific and technical workforce.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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