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The worldwide spread of COVID-19 in 2020 posed severe challenges in the realm of public
health and also resulted in social limitations, such as on access to parks and other public
open spaces. The restrictions on movement and lockdowns that were imposed by many
governments had profound implications, altering not only the frequency and purpose of
urban green space visitation, but also the social and psychological effects which such green
spaces had on citizens. This Special Issue gathered recent studies on how the need,
perception and usage of green spaces have been impacted by the pandemic and the
restriction measures, in order to provide insights and guidance for administrators and policy
makers to manage future crisis situations. A total of 15 papers examine the effects of COVID-
19 in different countries and even continents, offering various research methodologies and
reflections on the role of urban green spaces in daily life. One of the recurring themes is that
there is a general need to guarantee equitable access to these valuable resources, especially
in times of societal disruption. The opportunities for relaxation, social interaction and
spiritual regeneration are indeed important benefits that such natural amenities can offer,
but they are very much dependent on the design and particular qualities of the space, which
may decisively influence the level of satisfaction and engagement by users. It is our hope
that by encouraging a communal discussion on the planning and management of urban
green spaces, we can increase the resilience of both our cities and the natural environment
on which they depend.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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