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Although the Baha’i Faith has escaped the gravitational pull of Islam, establishing itself as an
independent religious tradition and now being one of the most widely distributed religions in
the world, it has received disproportionately little attention in the academic world. This
Special Issue of Religions is a small step in redressing this imbalance. The papers in this
volume reflect the broad range of subjects and approaches that can be considered to fall
under the purview of “Baha’i Studies”. These papers vary from history and sociology to
doctrinal analyses and textual studies, and range from the earliest Babi phase to recent
times. They include such topics as the claims of the Bab; the Bab’s writings on the rights of
women; the poetry of Tahirih (Qurrat al-`Ayn); the treatment of mi`raj (ascent of the Prophet
Muhammad to heaven) in Shaykhi, Babi and Baha’i texts; the role of wonder in the creation
of a Babi and Baha’i identity; the resonances of a Shi`i prayer in Babi and Baha’i scripture;
Shaykhi, Babi and Baha’i exegesis of the “Seal of the Prophets” (Qur’an 33:40); the presence
of Baha’is among the upper echelons of society in Qajar Iran; the critique of Orientalism in
the writings of Abu’l-Fada’il-i-Gulpayigani; the equality, rights, and advancement of women
in Baha’i scripture and praxis; the conversion narratives of first-generation Baha’is; and the
impact of the World Order magazine.
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MDPI Books offers quality open access book publishing to promote the exchange of ideas and
knowledge in a globalized world. MDPI Books encompasses all the benefits of open access – high
availability and visibility, as well as wide and rapid dissemination. With MDPI Books, you can
complement the digital version of your work with a high quality printed counterpart.

Open Access
Your scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any restrictions. All
authors retain the copyright for their work distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License.

Author Focus
Authors and editors profit from MDPI’s over two decades of experience in open
access publishing, our customized personal support throughout the entire
publication process, and competitive processing charges as well as unique
contributor discounts on book purchases.

High Quality & Rapid Publication
MDPI ensures a thorough review for all published items and provides a fast
publication procedure. State-of-the-art research and time-sensitive topics are
released with a minimum amount of delay.

High Visibility
Due to our global network and well-known channel partners, we ensure
maximum visibility and broad dissemination. Title information of books is sent
to international indexing databases and archives, such as the Directory of Open
Access Books (DOAB), and the Verzeichnis Lieferbarer Bücher (VLB).

Print on Demand and Multiple Formats
MDPI Books are available for purchase and to read online at any time. Our
print-on-demand service offers a sustainable, cost-effective and fast way to
publish MDPI Books printed versions.
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