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Preface

Many scholarly works have been completed in comparative studies between American

transcendentalism and Chinese Philosophy and Religion. However, little work has been devoted to

the concept of nature, which represents a key value in both American and Chinese Culture. This

Special Issue is part of the larger research project I aim to develop over the next ten years: Nature

Aesthetics: Interdisciplinary and Intercultural Dialogue. This Special Issue aims at exploring how

nature is interpreted and aesthetically appreciated in American transcendentalism, Chinese Daoism,

and Hmong Spirituality in China. We conduct this comparative study from three dimensions which are

implied in the concept of spirituality as follows: metaphysics and the ultimate value; self-transcendence,

and spiritual practices.

In this Special Issue, there are three articles which are devoted to comparative studies between

American transcendentalism and Chinese Daoism. These articles include Shan Gao’s Nature, Spirituality,

and Place: Comparative Studies between Emerson and Zhuang Zi, Xuehong Jia’s Beauty and Dao: The

Transcendental Expressions of Nature from Emerson’s Prose and the Zhuang Zi, and Matthew Crippen’s

Chinese Thought and Transcendentalism: Ecology, Place and Conservative Radicalism. Through the three

articles, the reader can gain a better understanding of why self-transcendence is closely connected to

the concept of nature in American transcendentalism and Daoism. They can also help us understand

why the aesthetic appreciation of nature takes a different form in American transcendentalism and

Chinese Daoism.

There are three articles focusing on Chinese Daoism and its religious source. Zhejia Tang and

Xuedan Li’s Juedi Tiantong: The Religious Basis of the Relationship between Tian and Man in Ancient China

provides a deep insight on religious origins in Daoism’s interpretation of the concept of nature. Shaojun

Wang’s The Realm of Tian Fang Advocated by the Daoist Philosophy of Naturalism discusses Daoist ontology

and its metaphysical support for the value and significance of empirical things. Jing Liu’s Nature

Prescribes Laws to Humans: The Ziran of the Myriad Things in Early Daoism provides the conceptual

analysis of the concept of nature (ziran) in Daoism and why it prescribes laws to Humans.

In this Special Issue, there are also another three articles devoted to the concept of places and their

role in spiritual cultivation. The places include mountains, wilderness, and agricultural land. These

articles are Benjamin Coles’ Sites of Solitude: Situating the Wilderness of Nature in Wei-Jin Dark Learning,

Yun Wang and Yaoxuanze Xiao’s Chinese Chan Buddhism and the Agrarian Aesthetic in the Garden, and

Yingjin Xu, Canxu Zeng, Xiaoxiang Tang,Ying Baim and Xin Wang’s Nature, Place, and Ritual: Landscape

Aesthetics of Jingfu Mountain “Grotto-Heavens and Blissful Lands” in South China. There is also one article

focusing on Hmong Spirituality and the sense of nature and place, which is authored by Yunjie Zhang.

This article discusses the future project following the Special Issue, which is an examination of Chinese

ethnic groups, spirituality, and their sense of place.

The authors come from three countries (China, America, and South Korea) and five different

schools which include the School of Philosophy and Development, School of Architecture and Civil

Engineering, School of Humanities, School of Chinese language, and School of Literature and School

of Global Studies. They all focus on the concept of nature from interdisciplinary and intercultural

perspectives. This opens up the next decade of a project of a book series entitled Nature Aesthetics:

Intercultural and Interdisciplinary Dialogue with Spinger.

I would like to give my deepest thanks to the following scholars who have made great

contributions to the Special Issue and my future project: Professor Joseph Urbas from SPH (Sciences,

Philosophy, and Humanities), Professor Yuedi Liu (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences), Professor

ix



Nick Guardiano from Southern Illinois University, and Professor Samantha Harvey from Department

of English Literature. Their online lectures on Emerson which are organized by the Center for Nature,

Wilderness and Civilization (NWC) provided me with a lot of inspiration. Dr. Li Xu from the

department of Art Education in the University of North Texas makes a large contribution in organizing

the online events of NWC. I also would like to thank the previous President Prentiss Clark in Emerson

Society who helped me connect with a lot of scholars who focus on Emerson research. My colleague

Huanzhong Han, a devoted scholar in Chinese religion (Buddhism, Confucianism, and Daoism), plays

a very important role in the Special Issue since he helped with organizing four workshops in famous

temples in China (Hanshan Temple, Xiyuan Temple, Baoyan Zen Buddism Temple). Lastly, I would

like to thank my husband, Haijian Liu from the Hanzhou Normal University. He has supported me

in getting access to wilderness areas while I pursue my doctoral degree in the field of environmental

philosophy. Without direct encounters with the wilderness, this Special Issue and the next decade-long

project regarding a book series on nature aesthetics would not have come into being.

Shan Gao and Benjamin Coles

Editors
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