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Abstract: The paper assessed the impact of the heat treatment of spruce wood, the (radial and
tangential) side of the specimens exposed to fire, and the type of material (prism—higher density,
floor—lower density) on the combustion process and the rate of fire spread. Five groups of specimens
were used—untreated spruce wood specimens, two groups of heat-treated spruce wood specimens
from the prism (higher density specimens), and two groups of heat-treated spruce wood specimens
from the floor (lower density specimens). In one group, the flame was applied to the radial side, and
in the other group to the tangential side of the specimens. The effect on the combustion process was
assessed based on the parameters of mass loss and mass loss rate over time. The effect on the rate of
fire spread across the specimens was assessed by the parameter fire spread rate. These parameters
were determined using a simple test method where the specimens were exposed to a direct flame at an
angle of 45°. To complement the results and to assess the processes involved, the temperatures at the
specimen surfaces were also measured during the experiment. The main achieved results of the study
are the findings on how the heat treatment, the density, and the side of the wood along which the fire
spreads affect the burning process of the wood. The results indicated a significant effect of the density
of the spruce thermowood on its combustion process. The higher density radial specimens exhibited
a higher mass loss rate, and the overall average mass loss of the higher density samples was 27% of
the original mass higher than that of the lower density samples. Additionally, the results suggested
that the heat treatment of lower-density spruce wood (floor) does not significantly affect the mass
loss and the mass loss rate. The difference in the overall average mass loss of the thermowood of
floor and untreated wood samples was less than 2%, which is statistically insignificant. It was also
found that for thermowood, fire will spread faster on the tangential side, where the fire spread rate
is 29% higher compared with the radial side (for the floor samples). Based on the findings of other
authors in a similar field, the results confirm that heat-treated spruce wood is more easily ignitable
than untreated wood, which was proven by the spontaneous combustion of most of the thermowood
samples during the experiment compared with the untreated wood samples.

Keywords: mass loss; mass loss rate; thermowood; fire resistance; density; exposed side

1. Introduction

Currently, we are observing an increase in the production of thermally treated wood—
thermowood, which partially replaces tropical woods in terms of its properties. Ther-
mowood production has been steadily increasing over the last 20 years [1]. It is a product
that combines the advantages of indigenous and exotic woods while eliminating their
disadvantages, which are mainly the relatively high cost and the higher toxicity of the dusts
produced during processing, causing the carcinogenic effects. Thermowood applications
have rapidly expanded and are used, for example, in cladding, interior design products,
for the construction of patios and gardens, and in the carpentry industry [1].

Thermowood is produced by heat treatment in the standard thermal range of 160-215 °C
that changes the internal wood structure and its physical and mechanical properties. The
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heat treatment process lasts several hours. Depending on the maximum temperature
at which the wood is treated, its properties also change. Studies demonstrate that heat-
treated wood has several positive properties compared with untreated wood, such as
increased biological resistance and resistance to weather and sunlight [2—4], reduction of
equilibrium moisture content [4—6], reduction of the heat transfer coefficient [7], improved
dimensional stability [8-10], reduction of some undesirable substances (resins, polysac-
charides) [11,12], thermal insulation [6,13,14], and aesthetic properties in the form of a
darker decorative colour [15-19]. The disadvantage is the deterioration of its mechanical
properties [3,4,20-23].

Relatively few studies have addressed the change in the fire performance characteris-
tics of thermally treated wood. Thermowood Association [1] reports that the fire load of
thermowood is lower due to the lower material density [24] and the lower content of wood
constituents and extractives. From a fire engineering point of view, it is also possible to
achieve a better sealing of thermowood cladding as it shrinks less due to moisture. The
Thermowood Association [25] also states that thermowood (spruce and pine) reacts to fire
class D, according to the SBI test (EN 13823) [26]; thus, there is no change in the reaction to
fire class compared with untreated wood. According to Reinprecht and Vidholdova [4],
thermally treated wood demonstrates lower smoke generation compared with untreated
wood. Martinka et al. [27] evaluated the impact of heat treatment of spruce wood on the
determination of ignition time, heat release rate, total heat released, and carbon monoxide
yield using the cone calorimeter method [28]. The results indicated that heat treatment
of spruce wood causes a reduction in the ignition time, heat release rate, and total heat
released. The reduction of the heat release rate of thermowood was demonstrated in
another study by Martinka et al. [29]. Zachar et al. [30] pointed out that the differences
in the required activation energy for spontaneous ignition of untreated spruce wood and
thermowood are minimal, as well as the differences in the minimum flashpoint. Luptakova
et al. [31] investigated the effect of spruce wood treatment temperature on mass loss and
ignitability after exposure to a radiant heat source. Heat treatments higher than 200 °C
demonstrated lower mass loss and a lower relative mass loss rate, and the ignition time was
not affected. Treatment of spruce wood at temperatures below 200 °C did not significantly
affect the observed parameters compared to untreated specimens.

Changes in the fire performance of wood can be assessed by several methods [32]. One
of them monitors the continuous mass loss and relative mass loss rate when specimens are
subjected to thermal stresses from direct flames [33]. This method assesses the changes in
the above parameters by the thermal treatment of wood with sufficient sensitivity [34-36].
Mass loss rate is also a significant parameter for fire resistance modelling of wooden
structures [37,38] and mathematical models of forest fire spread [39]. This research is
concerned with the effects of heat treatment of spruce wood on some fire characteristics,
particularly continuous mass loss and relative mass loss rate. To complement this, the
temperature of the specimen on the reverse side of the flame exposure was also monitored,
tracking the heat transfer to the opposite specimen during the experiment. In addition, the
experiment also assessed the differences in the fire-technical parameters of thermowood
depending on the (radial, tangential) side of the specimen exposed to the flame.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Materials

For the experiment, spruce (Picea abies) wood specimens with dimensions of
82 mm X 82 mm x 26 mm (length x width x thickness) were used. The specimens
were extracted from finished products and divided into five groups according to the heat
treatment method, the exposed side (radial, tangential), and, for thermowood, the intended
use of the product (base prism, flooring). Each group comprised three specimens. The first
group of specimens contained untreated wood with an exposed radial side. The second
and third specimen groups were extracted from thermally treated timber destined for use
as a base prism, with an exposed radial or tangential side. The fourth and fifth specimen
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groups were taken from thermally treated timber for terrace floors, with an exposed radial
and tangential side. The designation of each group of specimens is specified in Table 1.
The method of exposing the radial and tangential sides to flame during the experiment is
demonstrated in Figure 1.

Table 1. Designation of individual specimen groups.

Thermowood from Thermowood from

Prism the Floor Untreated Wood
Exposed side-Radial TP—R TF—-R U-R
Exposed TP_T TF_T )

side-Tangential

Flame direction

Figure 1. Tested specimens and the direction of flame.

All heat-treated specimens were treated with the Thermo-D thermal programme. First,
high-temperature drying was conducted using steam, whereby the temperature was rapidly
raised to 100 °C and then gradually increased to 130 °C. This phase lasted approximately
15 h. The next stage was the actual heat treatment, where the temperature rose to 212 °C
(£3 °C) over a period of 5.5 h. This temperature was maintained for 2-3 h. The wood was
then cooled in a controlled manner for approximately 10 h. Finally, the wood was stabilised
after heat treatment for 24 to 48 h in a warm, pressurised, roofed area.

The moisture content of the delivered untreated wood specimens was about 12%, and
the moisture content of the thermowood specimens—treated wood was about 6% (declared
by the supplier). Prior to the experiment, all specimens were placed in the laboratory for
two weeks at a temperature of 21 °C and a humidity of approximately 40%.

2.2. Test Equipment and the Procedure

The testing method allows for continuous mass measurement of the test specimens
during the experiment that generates parameters such as mass loss and relative mass loss
rate over time. The test equipment consists of the parts depicted in Figure 2.

The specimens were attached horizontally. During the experiment they were exposed
to a flame heat source applied perpendicularly from below. The used fuel was propane-
butane gas. The flame height on the burner was set to 5 cm. The mouth of the burner
was positioned at a distance of 4 cm from the specimen (1 cm of flame extending into
the specimen).
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Figure 2. Test equipment scheme (legend: 1—gas bomb, 2—gas supply to the burner, 3—Bunsen
burner, 4—burner holder, 5—specimen holder, 6—scales, 7—connection of the scales to the computer,
8—computer).

During the experiment, the mass was continuously recorded at 10 s intervals. The ac-
curacy of the mass measurement was ensured by Mettler Toledo MS16025/MO01 (Greifensee,
Switzerland) scales to the hundredths of grams. Accurate measurement times at set in-
tervals and automatic recording of masses were provided by BalanceLink 4.2.0.1 (Mettler
Toledo, Greifensee, Switzerland). The exposure time of the specimens to the flame was
10 min. Afterwards, the flame was extinguished while the mass was still continuously
recorded for 3 min after its extinguishing.

In addition, the temperatures on the unexposed specimen sides were recorded with a
digital thermometer at times of 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, and 13 min during the experiment.

2.3. Evaluation and Calculation

The main assessment criteria are the mass loss of the tested specimens calculated
according to Formula (1) and the relative mass loss rate calculated according to Formula (2).

m —m(T)

Smp(T) = 1100 1)

where Jy,,,(7) is the mass loss at time (1) (%), m is the original specimen mass before the
experiment (g), and m(T) is the specimen mass at time (7) (g).

~ m(1) —m(T + AT)
o= m(T) - AT

1100 )

where v, is the relative mass loss rate (%-s~!), m(7) is the specimen mass at time (7) (g),
m(T + AT) is the specimen mass at time (T + A1) (g), and A7 is the time interval at which
the masses are read (s). The time interval for reading the mass is 10 s in our case.

Another significant parameter is the ratio of the maximum value of the mass loss rate
and the time to reach this value. As the value grows, the rate of flame spread increases [40].
This value is determined as an average only for the first peak of the mass loss rate according

to Formula (3).
— vr
Rfs - T(Ur) (3)

where Rg; is the fire spread rate (%-s~2), v, is the relative mass loss rate (%-s~ 1), and T(v,) is
the time to reach the first peak of the maximum mass loss rate (s).

The results in the graphs and tables are specified as average values.

For the mass loss parameter, several comparisons were subjected to one- and two-
factor analysis of variance (ANOVA) using the statistical software R (The R Project for
Statistical Computing) version 4.1.2.
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3. Results and Analyses

This section focuses on the specimen assessment based on mass loss and mass loss
rate. We consider these to be essential for evaluating the behaviour of individual materials
under the direct flame [41,42]. The results indicated differences in the observed fire charac-
teristics not only between thermowood and untreated wood but also between thermowood
specimens according to the intended use (base prism, floor) and according to the side
exposed to the flame (radial, tangential). The Discussion section includes assessment based
on the measured temperatures on the unexposed side of the specimens that explain the
combustion processes of the particular specimens in greater detail.

As can be noticed in Figure 3, the mass loss of all specimens increased from the
beginning of the flame exposure until the end of the test duration. In the first seconds, an
increase in mass loss occurred for all specimens. From approx. one minute to three minutes,
the time-dependent mass loss was steady for all specimens. After three minutes, however,
there was a sudden mass loss change from specimen to specimen. While the TF-R and
U-R specimens demonstrated a steady linear trend in mass loss, the TP-R, TP-T, and TF-T
specimens experienced a higher mass loss increase. There was a gradual decrease in mass
loss from the 600 s time onwards that was expected since the flame affecting the specimens
was extinguished after this time.

60

50 o~

40

Mass loss [%]

0 B0 120 180 240 300 360 420 480 540 600 660 720 780
Time [s]

—TP-R T TF-R TF-T ——UR

Figure 3. Average percentage mass loss of individual specimens over time.

The variability of the final mass loss over the 780 s time of the experiment provides
us with crucial data for establishing the dependence of the total mass loss between the
different specimen groups. Figure 4 demonstrates the lowest variability of the measured
total mass loss for specimens U-R, TF-R, and TF-T. On the contrary, we observed a broad
variation range for the TP-R and TP-T specimens, i.e., the thermowood specimens extracted
from the base prism. The mass loss dependence between the U-R and TF-R specimens is
not important, in contrast to the significant dependence between the U-R and TF-T and
the TF-R and TF-T specimens. We did not observe a significant dependence between TP-R
and TP-T specimens but between the TP-R and TF-R specimens. It can be concluded that
the wood flammability does not only depend on its heat treatment compared to untreated
wood but also on the specimen material in terms of its intended use and, also, on the side
of the specimen exposed to the flame. Therefore, we further focus on the assessment of the
observed parameters of the different specimen groups and their comparison based on the
studied groups.

Wood has different properties in different (radial, tangential) directions, so it is also
assumed that the fire spreads differently on the radial side compared with the tangential
side. Figure 5 depicts the dependence of the mass loss and the mass loss rate on the
side (radial, tangential) exposed to the flame. For the thermowood prism specimens
(Figure 5A,B) the courses of the mass loss and the mass loss rate for both radial and
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tangential specimens were highly similar. In this case, we did not observe a significant
dependence between the specimens.
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Figure 4. Boxplots of the mass loss of each specimen group at 780 s testing time.
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Figure 5. Mass loss and mass loss rate over time of thermowood specimens. (A) Mass loss of
specimens TP—R and TP—T; (B) Mass loss rate of specimens TP—R and TP—T; (C) Mass loss of
specimens TF—R and TF—T; (D) Mass loss rate of specimens TF—R and TF—T.

However, with the thermowood floor specimens, there is a significant effect of the
specimen side on the mass loss and mass loss rate (Figure 5C,D). The mass loss rate of
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the TF-T specimen started to increase significantly from time 180 s until the flame was
extinguished at time 600 s. On the other hand, the TF-R specimen’s mass loss rate indicated
a predominantly decreasing trend and started to increase slightly at time 400 s. The TP-R
specimens reached the highest mass loss rate of 0.207%-s~! at 600 s, followed by the TP-T
specimens (0.196%) at 470 s, the TF-T specimens (0.135%) at 390 s, and, finally, the TF-R
specimens (0.082%) at 30 s.

The dependence of the total mass loss of the thermowood on the type of material in
terms of the intended use and on the side of the specimen to which the flame was applied
is statistically analysed in Table 2. The ANOVA test results indicated statistically significant
differences between all specimen groups concerning mass loss. Specimens exposed to
flame on the radial side were statistically different from specimens exposed to flame on the
tangential side; p-value = 0.095. Significant dependence related to mass loss was confirmed
between the base prism and floor specimens, p = 0.0025.

Table 2. Multivariate analysis of variance (ANOVA) of mass loss of thermowood specimens TP-R,
TP-T, TF-R, TF-T at 780 s.

Df Sum Sq Mean Sq F Value Pr (>F) Influence
Exposed side 1 150.0 150.0 3.596 0.09451
Density 1 779.8 779.8 18.688 0.00254 **
Exposed side: 1 2434 243.4 5.833 0.04217 .
Density
Residuals 8 333.8 41.7
Signif. codes: ‘influence’ - ‘p-value to”: “**” - ‘0.01; *" - “0.05"; *." - “0.1"; *-" - “1".

The ratio of the maximum value of the mass loss rate at the first peak and the time
to reach this value (hereafter referred to as the fire spread rate) was highest for the TE-T
specimens, with a significantly higher difference compared with the other specimens. The
TP-T specimens demonstrated the second-highest Ri; value. The TP-R and TF-R specimens
had similar values (Table 3). All specimens reached the first peak of the mass loss rate in the
same time of the 30 s. Based on the above results, it can be assumed that the thermowood
specimens will have the highest fire spread rate on the tangential side, regardless of the
type of material used (prism, floor).

Table 3. Proportion of the maximum value of the first peak mass loss rate and the time to reach this.

Specimens TP—-R TP-T TF—R TF-T U-R
Rfs 0.002736 0.003077 0.002749 0.003546 0.00288

To further assess the effect of heat treatment on the mass loss and the mass loss
rate, we need to consider which side will be exposed to the flame. Therefore, we were
further concerned with monitoring the parameters for specimens exposed to the flame
from the radial side. In this case, the mass loss and the mass loss rate for the thermally
treated timber from the prism (TP-R) were significantly different for the thermally treated
timber from the floor (TF-R) and the untreated timber (U-R) (Figure 6). The TF-R and
U-R specimens demonstrated nearly identical mass loss and mass loss rate behaviour. For
the mass loss parameter, the TP-R specimens were statistically significantly different from
the U-R specimens (p = 0.01), but the TF-R specimens were not different from the U-R
specimens (p = 0.31) (Tables 4 and 5).
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Figure 6. Mass loss and relative mass loss rate over time for TP—R, TF—R, and U—R specimens. (A)
Mass loss; (B) mass loss rate.

Table 4. ANOVA of mass loss of TP—R, U—R specimens at 780 s.

Df Sum Sq Mean Sq F Value Pr (>F) Influence
Specimens 1 1100 1100.0 19.91 0.0111 *
Residuals 4 221 55.2

Signif. codes: ‘influence’ - ‘p-value to”: **’ - “0.05

Table 5. ANOVA of mass loss of TF-R, U-R specimens at 780 s.

Df Sum Sq Mean Sq F Value Pr >F) Influence
Specimens 1 5.704 5.704 1.347 0.31 -
Residuals 4 16.936 4234
Signif. codes: ‘influence’ - ‘p-value to”: *-" - “1".

The above results demonstrate the differences in mass loss and mass loss rate of
individual specimens. In particular, the TP-R and TP-T (thermowood prisms) specimens
differed significantly from the other specimens. The mass loss rate of these specimens
started to increase significantly at a specific time (after approx. the third minute) compared
with the other specimens. It subsequently caused a higher mass loss. The reason for the
sudden increase in the mass loss rate of TP-R, TP-T, and TF-T specimens is the spontaneous
combustion of the specimens that also burn through the sides after a certain time. Either
only the lateral specimen side burned, or in some cases, the entire specimen. The speci-
mens all started to combust spontaneously during the experiment. The average time of
spontaneous combustion was: TP-R: 5 min 40 s; TP-T: 4 min 43 s; TF-T: 5 min 3 s (Table 6).
In each of these groups, there was one specimen that spontaneously combusted at about
3.5 min. This occurrence explains the rapid increase in the average mass loss rate after the
above-mentioned time, which increased further. In the other specimens (TF-R and U-R),
we did not observe a significant increase in the average mass loss rate as only one specimen
in the TF-R group spontaneously combusted and one specimen in the U-R group only at
the end of the experiment. A study [30,36] reported that for thermowood, lower energy is
required for spontaneous combustion than for untreated wood. Martinka et al. [27], 2013
pointed to findings that heat treatment of spruce wood causes a reduction in ignition time.
The above statements explain why the majority of the thermally treated wood specimens
ignited earlier than untreated wood.

Heat treatment of spruce wood increases its mass loss rate, as observed in the majority
of specimens. This claim is consistent with the findings of the authors of ref. [34], who
demonstrated that higher temperatures of heat treatment of spruce wood caused a higher
burning rate.
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Table 6. Time of spontaneous combustion of individual specimens.

TP—R TP-T TF—R TF-T U—-R
Time of spontaneous 7:00; 6:30; 3:30 6:00-4:50-3:20 4:30; -; - 6:30; 5:00; 3:40 9:50; -; -
combustion of specimens
Interval 3:30 2:40 - 2:50 -
Average 5:40 4:43 - 5:03 -

On the other hand, we did not observe a difference in the mass loss rate for TF-R
specimens compared to U-R specimens. It suggests that heat treatment of spruce wood will
not affect this value unless direct flame burning of the specimens occurs. A similar result
was demonstrated by a study [31] claiming that the exposure to a flameless radiant heat
source does not affect the maximum burning rate of heat-treated spruce wood compared to
untreated wood.

We further assume that the higher mass loss rate of TP-R and TP-T specimens (ther-
mowood prism) compared with TF-R and TF-T specimens (thermowood floor) is influenced
by the specimen density, which according to several authors [43,44] influences the mass
loss rate. The average densities of the prism thermowood specimens were approximately
50 kg-m~3 greater than the other specimens (Table 7). Density differences between speci-
mens were also observed in the density of the annual rings in Figure 1. Specimens TP-R
and TP-T feature denser annual rings that affect the wood density [45]. The spruce wood
density increases with decreasing annual ring width [46] and decreases as a result of heat
treatment [47]. In this case, higher density resulted in a higher mass loss rate and higher
mass loss. The causes of this phenomenon have not been clarified yet. One reason could be
the changes in the chemical composition of heat-treated wood, containing more lignin than
untreated wood [24,48-50]. On the one hand, higher lignin content has been confirmed to
have an effect on reducing the mass loss rate [37,51,52]. On the other hand, lignin has a
significantly higher calorific value than cellulose and hemicellulose [53] that are subject to
decomposition during heat treatment [8,54]. Thus, thermowood also has a higher calorific
value, as confirmed by Todaro et al. [55]. After the specimens spontaneously combusted
and burned through from the sides, large mass loss rates occurred (Figure 6) because the
higher density specimens contain more lignin and cause higher burning temperatures, as
can also be observed in Figure 7. The average surface temperatures of TP-R and TP-T speci-
mens reached maximum temperatures of 230 and 190 °C, respectively, and TF-R and TF-T
specimens only 94 and 118 °C, respectively. Higher temperatures may have caused faster
decomposition and release of combustion products, thus increasing the mass loss rate.

Table 7. Average specimen densities (kg-m~3).

TP—-R TP-T TF—R TF-T U-R
Average density 42447 422.23 371.50 367.61 380.03
Variation interval 12.55 6.54 16.76 9.29 41.77

Temperatures between radial and tangential specimens did not differ significantly,
especially when considering possible measurement variations. In some cases, it was difficult
to determine exact temperatures due to their constant fluctuations, or the temperature
failed to be read at all. Nevertheless, the differences in the mass loss rate on the radial
and tangential sides of the floor thermowood specimens (Figure 5), the statistical ANOVA
analysis of mass loss (Table 2), and the Ry values (Table 3) indicated that the mass loss
rate and fire spread is faster on the tangential side. During the wood pyrolysis, a charred
surface layer is produced. It creates an insulating barrier and prevents fire penetration into
the inner layers [56,57]. However, during combustion, due to shrinkage, cracks form in
this layer, increasing heat transfer and allowing the passage of combustible gases to the
surface [58].
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Figure 7. Average temperatures on the specimen surface during the experiment. (A) samples TP—R
and TP—T; (B) Samples TF—R and TF—T.

In tangential specimens, these cracks form more frequently than in radial specimens;
hence, there is a higher release of combustible gases that causes an increase in the mass
loss rate. These findings agree with refs. [59,60], who tested the fire resistance of radial and
tangential wood specimens with a charred layer formed during direct flame exposure. The
tangential specimens showed a higher mass loss, and the formed charred layer prevented
combustion less than in radial specimens.

4. Conclusions

In the study, the fire-technical properties of thermally treated spruce wood such as
mass loss rate and mass loss were evaluated. Samples with different densities were used.
The fire performance was investigated when a direct flame was applied perpendicularly to
the radial and tangential sides of the specimen.

According to the average mass loss rate and average mass loss achieved when di-
rect flame was applied to the samples using our proposed test method, conclusions here
drawn. Thermal treated spruce wood with higher density has a higher mass loss and
a higher mass loss rate than thermally treated spruce wood with lower density and un-
treated wood. The difference in densities was 50 kg:-m~3. The average mass loss of the
higher-density thermowood samples (423 kg-m %) was 55%, and that of the lower-density
samples (370 kg-m~3) was 39%. The radial samples (radial side exposed to flame) of the
higher-density spruce thermowood had a significantly higher mass loss and mass loss
rate compared with the floor and untreated wood samples (difference in weight loss of
25% and 27%, respectively). The higher-density samples had the highest mass loss rate
(radial 0.207%-s~1, tangential 0.196%-s~!) compared with the lower-density samples (ra-
dial 0.082%-s~1, tangential 0.13%-s~! and untreated radial 0.086%-s~!). According to the
results, the fire resistance of spruce thermowood deteriorates with increasing density.

Based on the “fire spread rate” parameter, we can conclude that a thermowood fire
will spread faster on the tangential side. The R values of the tangential floor samples were
29% higher compared with the radial samples.

The dependence of the mass loss on the density of the thermowood and the side
exposed to the flame was also confirmed by analysis of variance with p value = 0.00254
resp. 0.09451.

The results also showed that the mass loss of radial floor spruce thermowood samples
(lower density samples) was not statistically significantly different from the untreated
samples (p-value = 0.31). From the above it can be concluded that the thermal treatment
of spruce wood does not have a significant effect on the selected fire characteristics of the
wood (mass loss rate and mass loss). However, thermally treated wood is easier to ignite
as confirmed by the spontaneous combustion times. While for thermowood, 10 samples
out of 12 burned in an average time of 5 min from the start of experiment, on the contrary
for untreated wood burned, in which only 1 sample out of 3 burned by the end of the
experiment at almost the 10th min.
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Our research, aiming to improve the quality of research in this area, confirms the
results of a study by several authors who evaluated the fire resistance of thermowood.
It provides new findings on the differences in burning of thermowood on the radial and
tangential sides and the differences in burning as a function of the specimen density. So far,
however, research has only assessed the fire behaviour of thermowood based on laboratory
tests. Therefore, research in this area needs to be further focused on conducting large-
scale tests to determine the actual behaviour of thermowool under realistic fire conditions.
Because thermowood is often used for wall cladding, research also needs to focus on
monitoring fire spread in the vertical direction where it is most prominent.
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