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Abstract: This paper presents a detailed study in the critical region around the Curie temperature to
determine the universality class of the SmyNij; intermetallic compound. The magnetocaloric effect
has been studied on the basis of experimental measurements of magnetization. Maxwell’s relation
and a phenomenological model are employed to find the change in magnetic entropy. The compound
Sm;Niy7 presents a variation in entropy with a moderate maximum and a wide range of operating
temperatures. Numerous approaches have been used to explore the spontaneous magnetization
behaviour and inverse of the susceptibility, including the modified Arrott technique, the Kouvel-
Fisher approach, and the fitting of the critical isotherm. The scaling hypothesis has been used to
confirm the validity and interdependence of the critical exponents associated with these phenomena.
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1. Introduction

Giauque and MacDougall achieved the first experimental demonstration of adiabatic
demagnetization of paramagnetic salts, such as Gd(SO4)3-8H;O, reaching a temperature
of 0.25 K [1], after the discovery of the magnetocaloric effect (MCE) by Weiss and Piccard [2]
around the Curie temperature (T¢) of Ni. Later, Nikitin et al. [3] reported the largest
MCE for FegoRhs. Subsequently, several promising materials, including Gds(Ge,5i)4 [4-7],
Fe,P [8-11], and manganites R;_,AyMnQOj3 [12-15], have been extensively studied for their
magnetocaloric properties around the ordering temperature (T¢). To this day, the inves-
tigation of magnetocaloric materials remains an area of interest for researchers. Recently,
several studies have been published showing an interesting magnetocaloric effect over a
range of operating temperatures [16-18].

Rare earth (R) and transition metal (M) intermetallics have been thoroughly stud-
ied in recent years for their performance as permanent magnets, including RyFej7 M/,
(M’ = Al, Ga, Si) [19], RM3 [20], RsMjg [21], RM11M’ (M’ = Ga, Ti, Co) [22], and recently for
their magnetocaloric properties, e.g., La(Fe,Co,5i)13(H,C), RyFeq7 [23-35].

It has been shown that the RyNijy systems (R = Gd, Tb, Dy, Ho, Er, Tm ) crystallize
in the hexagonal ThyNi;; phase in the P63/mmc space group and are ferrimagnetic for a
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temperature lower than the Curie temperature (T¢), whereas the R =Y, Sm, and Lu com-
pounds are ferromagnetic [36-39]. Nevertheless, In contract to Carfagna and Wallace [36],
all Curie temperatures have been found to be lower than 200 K [36-39].

The RyM;; intermetallic compounds have been identified as promising candidates
for MCE compounds because of their ease of synthesis and their moderate price. For the
binary RyM;7, the substitution of R and/or M has the potential to enhance the modest
magnetocaloric effect that characterizes these systems [40-42].

Recently, researchers have focused on the search for new magnetocaloric materials
with good low-temperature performance, particularly those exhibiting second-order mag-
netic transitions (SOMT). SOMT materials are known to have a relatively high cooling
capacity, although they typically do not have a very large magnetic entropy change (ASyy).
Other positive characteristics of SOMT materials include low magnetic hysteresis and an
adjustable Curie temperature (T¢) by varying the composition [43,44].

In this work, we have studied the MCE of Sm;Ni7 around T. We have derived the
MCEE, the temperature-averaged entropy change (TEC), and the relative cooling power
(RCP). Furthermore, we derived the critical exponent near T¢ to determine the universality
class of the studied compound.

2. Experiments

The compound Sm;Ni;; was arc-melted several times under a purified argon envi-
ronment using high-purity elements (Sm (99.98%) and Ni (99.9%)). Afterwards, the ingot
produced was enveloped by Ta foil and deposited inside a tube sealed under conditions
of 2 x 107 bar [45,46]. The ingot was heat-treated for seven days at T = 1073 K, followed
by water quenching [47,48]. X-ray diffraction (XRD) was performed with a § — 20 scan
geometry between 20 = 20-80° using a D8 Brucker diffractometer at 298 K, with Cu K«
radiation. The results of X-ray diffraction coupled with Rietveld refinement [49,50] using
the Fullprof program [51] are perfectly presented in our work, aiming to establish a ternary
phase diagram in Ref. [52]. Isotherms at low temperatures were measured using the Quan-
tum Design PPMS magnetometer with an applied magnetic field (19 Hext) up to 5 T, around
Tc, with a step of 2 K. To obtain the internal field, we used poH = pgHext — Ng M, with Ny
as the demagnetization constant derived from the M versus pHext plot [53].

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Structural Properties

Figure 1 shows the XRD and Rietveld analysis for the SmyFe;y compound. One can see
that the calculated and experimental patterns are in good agreement. The lattice parameters
determined from the Rietveld refinement of the XRDs are a = 8.341(4) and ¢ = 8.062(4). This
refinement show that the SmyNij; compound crystallizes in the hexagonal ThyNi;7-type
structure of the P63 /mmc space group.
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Figure 1. X-ray diffraction and Rietrveld refinement of SmyNij;.

The analysis shows that all the peaks are indexed and correspond to Bragg positions of
a P63 /mmc and with no secondary phases. It should be remembered that this arrangement
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of CaCus is different from that of ThyZn;7 (R3m), in which dumbbells replace some rare-
earth atoms. In this structure, the Ni atoms occupy four crystallographic sites 12k, 12j, 6g,
and 4f, while the Sm atoms occupy two sites, 2c and 2b.

3.2. FM—-PM Transition

Figure 2 shows the magnetization versus the temperature using H = 0.1 T. The Sm;Niy7;
alloy undergoes a wide ordered-disordered transition. T¢ is derived from the extremum
of the magnetization derivative (dM/dT) (Figure 2), found to be 160 K. The obtained T¢
is comparatively lower than that observed in pure nickel. In rare-earth transition metal
compounds, T¢ is linked to the exchange interaction. The strength of this interaction is
influenced by the distance of the magnetic moment. From the evolution of the hyperfine
field versus temperature for SmyFe;;, Morrish et al. [54] deduced that the exchange in-
teraction integrals, for each Fe site, depend on the interatomic iron—-iron distances. They
observed both negative and positive interactions in SmyFe ;. As the distance between
the iron pairs increased, the amplitude of the exchange integrals increased significantly,
resulting in a higher Curie temperature. Conversely, decreasing the distance lowered the
Curie temperature. Therefore, the low T¢ in RoM;7 compounds is mainly due to negative
exchange interactions.

M (a.u)

dM/dT(a.u)

- \‘/
120 130 14-(|J' ( K )150 160 170
120 130 M0 10 10 170
T (K)

Figure 2. Variation in M versus T at 0.1 T for the Sm,Niyy alloy. The inset is the dM/dT versus T plot.

Figure 3 shows the magnetization (M) plotted as a function of the magnetic field pgH
(0-5T) at temperatures between 120 and 170 K with a step of 2 K. We clearly obtain an FM
state for T < T¢ and a PM state for T > Tc.

20
120K
1 uu DT=2K|
170K
Critical isotherm
2 4 5

3
myH(T)
Figure 3. Magnetization versus ygH (0-5 T) with temperatures ranging from 120 to 170 K for Sm,Niy 7.

3.3. Magnetocaloric Properties of SmaNiyy

When a magnetic material is under an applied magnetic field, its temperature is
affected, this phenomenon is called the MCE. Calculating the change in magnetic entropy
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(ASy) is important to study the magnetocaloric effect because it provides a quantitative
measure of the effect’s magnitude in a given material, which is essential for optimizing the
design and performance of magnetocaloric devices for refrigeration and energy conversion
applications. The integration of the Maxwell relation is used to calculate the change in
magnetic entropy that occurs as a result of the application of a magnetic field:

H (oM
ASM—yO/O <aT)HdH

From the experimental measurements M(H) (Figure 3), we derive ASy versus tem-
perature using the following expression [55]:

M; — M;
ASy| = R e Yy & 8
|ASMm| HO;T p—

where M; 1 and M,; refer to the magnetization at T;; and Tj, respectively under an in-
creased AH;.

Figure 4 shows the magnetic entropy variation as a function of temperature and
the applied magnetic field, especially near the FM-PM transition. It is obvious that the
maximum ASy; occurs near the Curie temperature, with the peak value heavily reliant on
the strength of the magnetic field. Although the maximum ASy; is moderate for the studied
compounds, the width at mid-height is relatively large ~45 K for yoH =5T.
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Figure 4. AS\; versus temperature for Sm,Niy; with different applied ygH. |ASy| curves are deduced
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from magnetic isotherms using the Maxwell relation.

The graphical method commonly used to determine magnetocaloric parameters,
such as the magnetic entropy maximum (AS}*), width at half-maximum (6TFWHM),
and temperature-averaged entropy change (TEC), are generally not precise enough. There-
fore, in the following section, we use a phenomenological model that allows for more
accurate estimates of these parameters. In particular, this model allows for the predic-
tion of a material’s magnetocaloric effect from a single thermomagnetic measurement at
low-applied magnetic fields, thus enhancing its utility.

A phenomenological model is used to simulate the relationship between magnetization
and temperature. This simulation is performed assuming adiabatic conditions, under an
applied magnetic field, and the model is tuned to closely match the experimental data.
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The relationship between magnetization, temperature changes, and T¢ can be described as
follows [56]:

(Mp — Mp)
2
The parameters « and 8 can be determined using the following equations:

M(T) = tanhla(Tc — )] + 7. 0% |ror. + 8 )

o 2(’flTAT/I|T<TC - %IHC)

Mg — Mp
Mr+Mp dM
p= — 5 ﬁ|T<TC-Tc

where MF represents the initial magnetization value around T¢ and Mp represents the final
magnetization value at the same transition.

In Figure 5, it is evident that the magnetization variations in SmyNi;7, as modelled
and measured against temperature, show strong agreement. The experimental data are
represented by (x) in the figure, while the simulated magnetization is shown by the red line.

18
17

16

KKK * KK *

120 130 140 150 160 170
T(K)

Figure 5. Modelled and experimental magnetization measured under several yio H plotted against
temperature for SmyNiyy.

The magnetization sensitivity in the ordered magnetic state is represented by 'E—AT/I lT<TC,
while at T it is denoted by %—ATA ITc.

To obtain AS s of a compound undergoing adiabatic variation of the external magnetic
excitation from 0 to a final value of the internal magnetic field (9 Huax), the following
equation can be used :

Msechz[(“(TC -T)]+ (6;7]\;|T<TC)WOH’”” @

ASy = —a.poHpax >

Equation (2) indicates that a large observed ASy, is due to the presence of high magne-
tization for T < T and a rapid decrease in magnetization for T = T¢. Therefore, the maxi-
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mum value of ASyy, denoted as ASY{™*, can be derived using Equation (2). At T = T¢, ASy
is equivalent to ASYT™, expressed as follows:

(Mp—Mp) ,dM

ASS\”/IM =(—a > + (d7T|T<TC)).u0Hmﬂx

Furthermore, the determination of the half-value width, sTFWHM  of ASy; can be

determined using the following approach:

ZDC(MF — Mp) )1/2]
2(44 (1) + a(Mp — Mp)

STEWHM — % acsh|(

The relative cooling power (RCP) is a crucial parameter in the application of magne-
tocaloric materials, which is related to AS}/"* and FWHM for the variation in AS;s with
temperature, as stated in [24].

The expression for RCP is given by the following equation:

(Mp —Mp)  dM
S + ﬁ\kTC)

20(Mp — Mp) )1/2]
24M |7 7. + a(Mp — Mp)

RCP = ASH* 6TFWHM — (—

X % acsh|(

toHmax  (3)

Using the phenomenological model, it is possible to calculate key parameters such
as STEWHM ASY* and RCP for SmyNij; compounds while considering variations in the
applied magnetic field.

Another important parameter, known as the temperature-averaged entropy change
(TEC), has been used in addition to RCP to evaluate the suitability of materials for magnetic
refrigeration applications. Introduced by L. D. Griffith et al. in [57], TEC can be computed
from the magnetic entropy change data according to the following expression:

Tmid+ATI§7C
1
TEC = ASp(T)|dT
aromay [ 18su(T)
Tmid_ATI%7C

ATy _c is the temperature range of the measurement apparatus and reflects the differ-
ence between hot and cold heat exchangers. T),;; is the temperature at the centre of ATy
where TEC is maximized.

The magnetic entropy variation obtained from the phenomenological model and
Maxwell’s relation for different applied magnetic fields is compared in Figure 6a. The agree-
ment between the experimental and simulated curves is obvious. This suggests that the
phenomenological model is a reliable tool for evaluating the magnetocaloric effect. More-
over, this model can predict the AS)s curve based on a magnetization curve measured
under a single low magnetic field value, saving time and cost in the measurement process.

In Table 1, we compare the maximum entropy variation values with the RCP values
for different magnetocaloric intermetallic materials. The SmyNijy compound studied in
this work exhibits a AS,x of 0.7 J(kg-K)~! and a relatively large mean height width of
45 K. The product of these values yields an RCP of 37 J-kg~!. This is comparable with
Pr(Co,Cu)s calculated around the spin reorientation temperature, higher than Er,Ni;7,
SmNis, PryCoy, PrCoqg, FegsNizs, and GdFep. However, it is approximately four times
lower than the PrCo,Cuz compound.
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Figure 6. (a) Experimental and simulated magnetic entropy change versus temperature for SmyNiyy
under several magnetic fields. (b) Maximum magnetic entropy change plotted against the applied
magnetic field. (c) Relative cooling power plotted against applied magnetic field. (d) Temperature-
averaged entropy change versus applied magnetic field for ATy_c =5K.

Table 1. Comparison of RCP and AS;5x of SmyNij7 and other materials.

Compound #oAH (T) ASax J(K-kg) 1 RCPJ-kg~! Ref.
Sm)Niqy 5 0.7 ~37 This Work
Er,Niy7 5 ~0.6 ~24 [39]

SmNig 5 5 26.85 [58]
Pr,Coy 15 11 185 [59]
PrsCopg 15 5 18.2 [60]
Fe65Ni35 3 0.35 ~18 [61]
GdjyFe; 15 0.79 13.3 [62]
PrCo,Cus 4 0.7 ~128 [63]

3.4. Critical Phenomenon and Spin Interaction
3.4.1. Arrott Plot

The characteristics of the FM-PM transition in this sample were evaluated using the
Arrott plots. Figure 7 displays the Arrott plots obtained from the M(yo H) curves by plotting
the squared magnetization (M?) against gH /M. Based on the Banerjee criterion [64], if the
Arrott plot slope of the linear curve near the Curie temperature is negative, the FM-PM
transition is a first-order magnetic (FOM) transition; conversely, a second-order magnetic
transition occurs when the plot has a positive slope. Therefore, the Arrott plots of the
SmyNijy alloy imply an SOMT. The Arrott plot method is utilized to derive the critical
exponents and the Curie temperature, assuming y = 1.0 and § = 0.5. This case corresponds
to the mean-field model (MFM) critical exponents. The proposed method has been widely
explained in the literature [65], involving plotting M? versus pioH /M in the high-field zone
exhibiting linear behaviour, and at T, where the isotherm is a line intersecting the origin.
In contrast, the high magnetic field curves for the SmyNi;7; compound shown in Figure 7
do not exhibit parallel behaviour near the transition temperature. This finding indicates
that the MFM is inadequate to describe the magnetic phase transition of our compound;
therefore, to identify the universality class of the studied compound we use a method based
on modified Arrott plots (MAP).
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Figure 7. Arrott plots for M? versus pgH/M for temperature ranging from 120 to 170 K with
AT =2K.

To examine other possible exponent pairs (8 and 7) the generalized Arrott equation
must be used [66].

To determine the appropriate model to describe this phase transition we will use
the v and B couples of the three-dimensional theoretical model commonly used in the
literature, such as the tricritical-MFM (8 = 0.25 and y = 1.0, Figure 8a), the three-dimensional
Ising model (8 = 0.325 and -y = 1.241, Figure 8b), the three-dimensional Heisenberg model
(B=10.365 and y = 1.386, Figure 8c) and the three-dimensional XY model (8 = 0.345 and
7 = 1.316, Figure 8d) to make the MAPs (M(/F) versus (uoH/M)'/7).
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Figure 8. The modified Arrott plots (MAP) of M!/# against (ugH/M)'/7, with various exponent
pairs (B and 7).

None of the above universality classes seem suitable to directly describe the critical
properties of our compound. Since we are dealing with a problem that has two parameters,
we employ a method that involves performing multiple iterations, as described below: In
the high field data in the three-dimensional Heisenberg model, the initial values of Mg(T)
and x, !(T) are determined by linear extrapolation, where Ms(T) and x, ' (T) are the Y
and X intercepts, respectively.
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By fitting the data according to Equations (4) and (5) [67], we obtain a set of y and 8 values.

Ms(T) = My(—€)f; e<0, T<Tc 4)
-1 ho \ ,
Xo (T) = My e, >0, T>T1Tc 5)

where ¢ = (T — T¢)/Tc is the reduced temperature, while the critical amplitudes are
represented by Ms(T) and x, ' (T) for spontaneous magnetization and the inverse suscep-
tibility, respectively.

To rebuild a new modified Arrott plot, we employed the derived ¢ and B. As a
consequence, a new 7 and B pair are obtained from the deduced x,'(T) and Ms(T),
until the iterations converge and the derived y and B yield stable values [65]. Using the final
values of 7(51 (T) and Mg(T) (Figure 9), Equation (4) gives B = 0.26(1) and T =160.6(1) K,
and Equation (5) gives v =1.38(1) and T¢ = 159.7(4) K.

1 0.05
10 ® M(T)[dMydT]?
I ® ¢ Y(T).[de,X(T)/dT]? 0.04—
——Fit &
a> 9r c
[@)] .
X ol 0.037
o <
: g
NS 0.02%
O T, =160.6(1) , b
2 6 b-o260) 0% o
O
5 R?=0.999 T =159.7(4) 001
g=1.38(9)
4 . . . . . 0.00
150 155 160 165 170

T(K)

Figure 9. (left) The spontaneous magnetization versus temperature and (right) the inverse of initial
susceptibility versus temperature. The solid lines represent the fit.

3.4.2. Kouvel-Fisher Plot

We have utilized the Kouvel-Fisher (KF) technique as our next approach in order to
derive more precise sets of T¢, 7y, and B in the scaling analysis. The functions employed in
this method are described by the following two equations [68]:

-1
()t
1 -1
X' (T) (W) === @)

-1 1 -1
By applying the KF approach, Mg(T) (le;ST(T)) and x,'(T) (dX?iT(T)) exhibit

linear behaviour as a function of T, with slopes 1/ and 1/, respectively. The linear fitting
shown in Figure 10 using Equation (6) provides T¢ = 160.5(2) Kand g = 0.25(1). In the
same way, Equation (7) gives Tc = 159.7(3) K and y = 1.39(6), which is in agreement with
those obtained from the MAP. In Table 2, we have summarized the critical exponents of
Sm;,Ni;; and those corresponding to the well-known universality classes. One can see that
Tc and the critical exponent’s values derived using the KF method are in agreement with
those derived utilizing the MAP. This implies that the obtained values are consistent and
unequivocal. The final critical exponents, obtained through the KF method, were used to
plot the final Arrott plots shown in Figure 11.
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Figure 10. The Kouvel-Fisher (KF) plot displays the temperature-dependent behaviour of sponta-
neous magnetization M;(T,0) and the inverse of susceptibility x, 1(T,0), plotted against temperature.
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Figure 11. The final MAP using critical exponents, obtained through the KF method.

The resulting plot revealed a series of parallel lines in the strong field region and
confirmed the critical isotherm passing through the origin. These observations provide
visual confirmation of the validity of the critical exponents. However, to further verify the
accuracy of the  and -y values, a method based on the scaling equation is employed at the
end of this section.

The determination of the third critical exponent ¢ involves critical isotherm analysis,
requiring the magnetization M(poH) at Tc = 160 K as In(M) versus In(poH) to be plotted,
as illustrated in Figure 12. The equation relating M and puoH at T = T¢ is [69]:

In(M) = In(D) + 5In(ioH) ®)

where D is the amplitude and the exponent J describes the curvature of M(uoH)
at Tc. Based on Equation (8), a linear line with a slope of 1/J can be derived through
linear regression of In(M) as a function of In(H) at the critical temperature. As depicted
in the inset of Figure 12, our analysis using this method yielded a value of § = 6.64(2).
By applying the Widom scaling equation (J = % + 1) [70], with B and -y derived from the
KF and MAP plot, 6 = 6.50(4) and 6.36(6) was obtained, respectively. These values are
consistent with the critical isothermal analysis, demonstrating that the critical exponents
obtained are both precise and dependable within the bounds of experimental precision.
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Finally, the two methods give values close to ¢ justifying the validity of this value and
confirming that the FM-PM phase transition does not belong to any universality class.

14
1 MM
10 f
o
NE 8 Hight Eield region
(HE)
s 6 |,
= 4
5= 6.64(2)
2
N . N . .
0 1 2 3 4 5
myH(T)

Figure 12. The critical isothermal magnetization curve against the applied magnetic field. The inset
shows the same plot in In-In scale.

Table 2. The obtained critical exponents of SmyNi;; (our work) compared to those obtained for
comparable materials and those corresponding to the main universality classes.

Composition Technique < Tc > (K) B v ) Ref.
Sm;Niyy MAP 160.6(1) 0.26(1) 1.38(9) 6.36(6) Our Work
KF 160.5(2) 0.25(1) 1.39(6) 6.50(4)
CI 160 6.64(2)
Mean-field Theory - 0.5 1 3 [71]
3D Heisenberg Theory - 0.37(1) 1.39(1) 4.80(4) [71]
3D Ising Theory - 0.33(1) 1.24(1) 4.82(2) [71]
3D XY Theory - 0.35 1.32 4.81 [71]
Tricritical mean-field Theory - 0.25 1 5 [71]
ProFegAl MAP 3575 0.37(1) 1.34(1) 4.62(3) [72]
KF 358.1 0.37(1) 1.35(1) 4.67(1)
CI 358 4.72(2)
SmNi ,Feg s MAP 239.5 0.38(1) 1.30(1) 4.45(4) [73]
KF 239.8 0.38(1) 1.30(1) 4.43(8)
CI 239 4.63(3)
CeCo17Bg MAP 128 0.39(1) 1.39(1) 4.60 [74]
KF 128 0.37(1) 1.38(1) 4.77

It is crucial to check if the obtained T and critical exponents produce a scaling
equation of state for the system. The magnetic equation of state is stated under the scaling
assumption in the asymptotic critical area as follows:

M(H,¢) = e f(H/eP) 9)

where f_ for T < Tc and f for T > T are regular analytic functions.
By utilizing the  and < obtained through the KF method, we plotted the scaled
quantity M/ |e|f as a function of ugH /|e|f*7, as shown in Figure 13.



Appl. Sci. 2023,13, 6575

12 of 16

T T T
® 150 + 152 X 154 X 156 — 158 |

5

T<Te

T<T¢

T>Te

M /et (Am?.kg?)

100

1000
myH /0et®*9 (16°T)

~ 162 ® 164 ® 166 A 168 v 170
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

myH /0et*9 (10°.7)

Figure 13. Scaling plots above and below T for the SmyNijy alloy. The inset shows the same plot in
the In-In scale.

The resulting graph shows the collapse of all data into two distinct strands below and
above the critical temperature Tc. This observation is compelling evidence of our research
findings’ reliability and robustness. The critical coefficients of our compound obtained
in this work together with the theoretical models are compared in Table 2. It can be seen
that the experimentally generated coefficients cannot be listed in any of the conventional
universality class. The exponent B converges towards the value predicted by the tricritical
MEFM, while v exhibits proximity to the value anticipated by the 3D Heisenberg model.

3.4.3. Spin Interaction

Comprehending the interaction range and characteristics of this material is crucial. The
universality class of the magnetic phase transition in a homogeneous magnet is determined
by J(r), the exchange interaction. Based on analysis of the re-normalization group theory,
J(r) is expected to decline as the distance increases, and specifically, it follows a pattern
of J(r) = #~(@+7) In this formula d stands for the dimension of the system. At the same
time, o represents the scope or extent of the interaction, and it is known to be greater
than zero [75]. In addition, Fisher et al. suggested that the range of o and y meet the
re-normalization group approach as follows [76]:

2G(g)(7n+20)
(n—4)(n+8)

B 4n+2 8(n+2)(n—4)
= T T ey

1+ Ac? (10)

where 7 is the dimension of the spin and Ao = (U — %) and G(%) =3- (%) (%)2.

As per this model, the extent of the spin interaction is contingent upon the value of
(0), indicating whether it is long- or short-ranged, where in a 3D isotropic system, if o > 2,
J(r) may decline quicker than r~5 with short-range spin interactions. Whereas if ¢ < 3/2,
J(r) decays more slowly than r~*° with long-range spin interactions; thus, the MFM is
the applicable model. In the intermediate range, 3/2 < ¢ < 2, J(r) decays slower than
=% and faster than r~*5, implying the system exhibits characteristics of different classes,
with coefficients assuming intermediate values that depend on the value of ¢.

We have used all possible combinations of # and d, and for each combination we look
for the ¢ value so that the 7y values are the same as determined by conventional methods.
The values of &, o, and B found for different pairs of n and d are given in Table 3.

In this case, o = 2.0 is found, resulting in J(r) spin interactions decayed as r >, which
is a short-range spin interaction.
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Table 3. The value of the critical coefficients with the different sets of d and n for the Sm;Ni;7 alloy.

d n o v o B 5
1 2.0794 0.6665 0.00039 0.3068 5.5175
2 1.9902 0.6964 —0.0892 0.3516 4.9419
3 1.9376 0.7153 —0.1459 0.3799 4.6476

2 1 1.3717 1.0104 —0.0208 0.3174 5.3666
2 1.3158 1.0532 —0.1065 0.3602 4.8468
3 1.2828 1.0804 —0.1608 0.3874 4.5773

1 1 0.6819 2.0324 —0.0324 0.3232 5.2879
2 0.6549 2.1162 —0.1162 0.3651 4.7961
3 0.6389 2.1691 —0.1691 0.3915 4.5393

4. Conclusions

In this study, the purity and nature of the crystalline phase of the intermetallic com-
pound Sm;Ni;7 were verified by XRD coupled with Rietveld refinement, and the lattice
parameters were determined. The measurement of the thermomagnetic properties shows
that the studied compound passes from an ordered state to a disordered state when at tem-
peratures equal to 160 K. The relative cooling power, maximum magnetic entropy change,
and width at half-maximum of the magnetic entropy change are derived. The phenomeno-
logical model is found to agree with the experimental method. A rapid characterization
of the magnetocaloric effect is possible with the derived phenomenological model. We
investigated the critical behaviour of SmyNij7 near the transition temperature from the FM-
PM state. Using the Banerjee criterion, this transition was found to be of the second-order.
The critical coefficients 8, J, and y were obtained from different techniques, the expo-
nent 8 = 0.25 (KF) converges towards the value predicted by the tricritical MFM, while
v = 1.39 (KF) exhibits proximity to the value predicted by the 3D Heisenberg model. Using
these exponents, the experimental data show a clear pattern of collapsing into two distinct
curves, with one curve observed below T and the other above T-. This behaviour suggests
that the interactions are effectively re-normalized in a critical mode, in accordance with
the scaling state equation. In our case, o = 2.0 was found, resulting in a short-range spin

interaction where ] (r) decayed as r~°.
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