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The science behind plants that are grown as crops is essential for confronting many
of humankind’s existential challenges. The need to feed an ever-increasing human population will require substantial improvements in crop productivity. In the first decade of
this century Norman Borlaug predicted that we will “need to nearly double current crop
production” by its end to meet projected demand [1]. At the same time population is growing and the demand for food and other plant-based products is increasing at exponential
rates, new arable land for crop production is limited. Meeting this challenge of feeding
the world will thus require more intensive production from land that is already under
environmental pressures from being intensively managed. To be sustainable, crops in the
future will need to be grown in ways that protect the natural resources we depend on for
their production [2]. It is incumbent upon this generation of crop scientists to develop
novel approaches to protecting land, soil and water quality while continuing to enhance
crop productivity. This dilemma, producing more food while conserving natural resources,
is further exacerbated by a climate changing at an unprecedented rate [3]. The crops and
the systems we use to produce them must be made resilient to climate change and the
extreme weather events that it has wrought. Never has the work we do as crop scientists
been more important than it is today.
These challenges will require a global effort to overcome. Crop scientists working
throughout the world are essential to solving them. This journal is designed to break down
barriers to communication in this important endeavor. We intend to publish the best crop
science from throughout the world. We intend to bring together the many disciplines
involved in crop sciences, from molecular biology to ecosystem science and everything in
between (For a complete listing of topics appropriate for publication in Crops please see
the Aims and Scope of the journal at: https://www.mdpi.com/journal/crops/about.). We
intend to publish original articles about all plants that are grown as crops including grains,
oilseeds, forages, vegetables, fruits, nuts, and those grown for industrial uses.
For science to be beneficial it must be communicated to everyone. Every article
published in Crops will be immediately available worldwide with free and unlimited access
to everyone. If you want your work to reach a global audience of crop scientists consider
submitting it to Crops, the international journal of crop science.
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